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upon a journey through the country and came to Concord, now Danvers, Mc- 
Lean county, Illinois, where he found a German settlement and a welcome greet- 
ing. Fortune began to smile upon him and in 1856 he sent for his wife and 
children, who started in an old sailing vessel called the St. Joseph, a three- 
masted schooner, from the port of Havre, France, bound for New York. The 
vessel was upon the water for thirty-seven days and after landing at New York 
the little party proceeded to Chicago, where they were obliged to remain for 
three weeks before they were found by the father. Mr. Burkhart lived for 
eight years near Danvers, Illinois, and then bought eighty acres of swamp land 
three miles north and east of Danvers, where he took up his residence for a 
time. He finally settled in Danvers, where his death occurred in 1907. The 
mother departed this life two days before her husband, and they were buried side 
by side on the same day. Nine children were born to them: John, now a re- 
tired farmer living at Lugansport, Indiana; Lizzie, now Mrs. Gottlieb Romrnel, 
of Chetopa, Kansas ; Godfrey, the subject of this review; Mary, now deceased ; 
Christian, a farmer of Hull, Illinois; Lena, the wife of Otto Doenitz, of Holder, 
Illinois ; Fred, deceased ; Katie, now Mrs. August Rahn, of Florence, Kansas ; 
and Lucy, the wife of Charles Kaufman, a farmer of Bloomington, Illinois. 

At the age of sixteen Godfrey Burkhart began his active career on the home 
farm and when twenty-seven years old started upon his own account and came 

, to Vermilion county, where he w t  land in Butler township, near Rankin. 
This land he developed from its wild state, going back and forth from his 
father's house until 1877, when he came to Vermilion county to remain per- 
manently. H e  began to farm with one team and a plow and did not at that 
time own a wagon. For seven years he lived in a rudely built house of two 
rooms but at the end of that time he bought eighty acres of land six miles south 
of his first location and moved to his new farm, which he proceeded energetically 
to develop. At the end of seven years he sold this farm and bought eighty acres 
adjoining his former home. After four years, during which his energy nevefl 
flagged, he sold his farm of one hundred and sixty acres and bought the B. D. 
Wise farm in Middlefork township, where he lived until 1905, since which 
time he has resided in Potomac. As the result of persistent economy in early 
years, well directed labor and successful operations in farming pursuits, Mr. 
Burkhart is now the owner of a highly improved farm of two hundred and 
seventy-two acres in Middlefork township and a farm of one hundred and 
twenty-one and a half acres in Whitley county, Indiana. 

In 1877 Mr. Burkhart was united in marriage to Miss Anna M. Rahn, who 
was born near Sheboygan, Wisconsin, October 7, 1858, and is a daughter of 
Christopher and Elenora (Hoegrain) Rahn. Her father was a native of Prussia 
and her mother of Hanover, Germany. Mrs. Rahn departed this life in 1902, 

but Mr. Rahn is now living in Fort Collins, Colorado. Six children were born 
to  them: Anna M., mention of whom is made herein; Minnie, now Mrs. Gahart 
Mathiesen, of Fort Collins, Colorado; August, of Florence, Kansas; Sophia, 
now Mrs. Ernie1 Doering, of the island of Cuba; Amelia, deceased ; and Charles, 
a farmer of Council Bluffs, Iowa. Four children have blessed the union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Burkhart: Edward F., who is now engaged in the hardware busi- 
ness at Bismarck, Illinois; Amelia, the wife of Elmer Lance, of Columbus City, 
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Indiana; Henry, living upon the home place; and Agnes Marie, the wife of 
Ernest Blackfort, living on the farm of Mr. Burkhart near Armstrong, Illinois. 

In political faith Mr. Burkhart has for the past sixteen years adhered to 
the republican party although previously he voted the democratic ticket. He 
has served as school director and, while he is not a member of any church, he 
is in hearty sympathy with all efforts that tend to ameliorate the ills of human- 
ity and to improve the race physically, mentally or morally. In his life he has 
displayed the characteristics of industry and persistence, which are such promi- 
nent traits in the Teutonic race and have made it one of the most powerful 
agencies in the promotion of civilization to be met with in the world. He is a 
man of sturdy characteristics and in all his dealings has been governed by a 
sense of justice that marks the upright citizen. No man is more highly respected 
by those who know him than the subject of this review. 

J. H. YOUNG. 

The Civil war was a dreadful ordeal for young men and many returned 
home at its close without having learned those lessons of self-denial, application 
and persistence which are so necessary in the attainment of permanent success 
in the great battle of life. The war, however, developed in many brave soldiers 
the qualities here named and thousands of stout-hearted men who wore the 
blue and the gray have demonstrated in the field of business those qualities 
which always command respect and lead to ultimate recognition. Among this 
number may be named J. H. Young, a business man of Oakwood, who for nearly 
forty years has been identified with the interests of Vermilion county and is 
today one of its most honored citizens. 

H e  was born in Fountain county, Indiana, February 18, 1844, and is a son 
of Thornas H. and Eliza (Moffatt) Young, both natives of Kentucky. The 
father removed to Indiana in the '20s and entered land there which he improved 
by building a house and various other improvements of logs. There he lived 
until his death. Two children were born to the parents, the subject of this 
review being the only survivor. 

J. H. Young received such education as the early schools of the neighbor- 
hood afforded and continued upon the home farm until 1862, when he enlisted 
in the Civil war as a member of the Seventy-second Regiment of Indiana He 
saw some hard fighting and among the battles in which he engaged was Stone 
River and the great battle of Chickamauga, in the latter of which his left leg 
and left arm were both broken in two places. On account of his severe in- 
juries he was mustered out of service at Franklin, Tennessee, and as soon a s  
he was able to do so he returned home. He began his business career as a clerk 
in a drug store, but in 1869, being then twenty-five years of age, he came to  
Vermilion county and located on a farm in Newel1 township, where he lived for 
two years. The next three years he spent on a farm in Nebraska, but in 1874 
he returned to Vermilion county and resumed farming. In 1876 he took up 
his residence in Danville, becoming a clerk in a drug store conducted by E. E. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



238 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

Boudinot. Here he showed such ability that in 1880 he was admitted to a part- 
nership with Mr. Boudinot and they started a general store, of which he be- 
came the sole owner ten years later. The store and its contents were destroyed 
by fire in 1897 and, unfortunately for the owner, there was very little insur- 
ance upon the property. However, he soon embarked in the drug business and 
is now the owner of a fine store and building besides a handsome residence 
which occupies two lots. 

In  1868 Mr. Young was united in marriage to Miss Sarah L. Lockhart, who 
was born in Vermilion county and is a daughter of Joseph and Louisa (Chand- 
ler) Lockhart. Her parents were both natives of Kentucky and came to this 
county in 1827, being among its early settlers. She is one of a family of five 
children now living. To  Mr. and Mrs. Young five children were born: Nellie, 
who was barn December 28, 1868, and died September I 5 ,  1895 ; John H., who 
was born in 1869 and died nine months later; Myrta A., now Mrs. R. F. Pine- 
gar, of Oakwood; Charles C., serving as postmaster of Oakwood; and Vera L., 
at home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Young are identified with the Disciples of Christ and are 
willing assistants in forwarding all good causes. He is an upholder of the prin- 
ciples of the republican party and is at present assistant postmaster of Oakwood. 
H e  is a member of Kenesaw Post, G. A. R., and, having himself stood on the 
firing line, he fully appreciates the tales of adventure and suffering which he 
hears from his old comrades at their gatherings. His life has been oae of many 
vicissitudes, but his faith in ultimate triumph has never wavered, and as he was 
a soldier "good and true," so he has conducted himself in his various duties 
as a private citizen. 

FRANK L. STEWART. 

Frank L. Stewart, who is engaged in dealing in ice in Rossville and also 
has farming interests in Vermilion county, was born in Logan, Ohio, January 
31, 1857, and is a son of James McLoughlin and Rebecca L. (Smith) Stewart. 
The mother, who was born in 1819, died on the 16th of June, 1857, while the 
father was born April 5, 1824, in Logan county, Ohio, and died in 1907. The 
founder of the Stewart family in this country came from Ireland and was one 
of the early colonists of the new world. Unto James M. and Rebecca L. 
Stewart there were born six children : Willis ; Mary, deceased ; Charles ; twins 
who died in infancy; and Frank L., who is the youngest child of that marriage. 
After losing his first wife the father married Miss Nancy Hannah, of Knox- 
ville, Tennessee, and their children were: Edna; Lucy, deceased; Jesse; and 
Dessie. 

Being only a few months old at the time of his mother's death, Frank L. 
Stewart was taken by his aunt and uncle, Miss Martha Jane and G. W. Smith, 
who have always stood to him in the relation of parents. Leaving Ohio, they 
removed to Tolono, Iilinois, when the subject of this review was about two 
years of age and there established their home, living in that locality until 1883, 
when they came to Vermilion county, settling in Grant township. G. W. Smith 
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then secured land in that locality and has continued to make his home there, 
being closely, actively and honorably identified with agricultural pursuits. 

Frank L. Stewart acquired his education in the schools of Tolono while 
spending his youthful days in the home of his aunt and uncle. H e  was trained 
to the work of the farm which claimed his attention for six years after his 
school days were over. At  the end of that time he removed to Rossville, tak- 
ing up his abode in this town on the 1st of August, 1889. Thinking to find 
commercial pursuits more congenial and profitable than the work of the fields, 
he turned his attention to general merchandising and was associated in that 
business with a partner for about three years. H e  afterward resumed farm- 
ing and also engaged in the ice business, in which he actively continues. He 
has secured many patrons in that locality, making the business a profitable one. 
his trade constantly increasing in volume and importance as the years have 
gone by. He also has farming interests, being engaged in the cultivation of 
six hundred and forty acres of land situated in Grant township. 

On the 14th of November, 1889, Mr. Stewart was united in marriage to 
Miss Bell C. Smith and they have three children: Martha, who is a graduate 
of Lake Forest Academy at Lake Forrest, Illlinois; Horace, who is still in 
school; and Grace, who is a pupil in the high school of Rossville. 

The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church, of which Mr. Stewart 
and his wife are active and earnest members. He was chairman of the board 
of trustees, also of the building committee of the church, has served on the 
building committee of the Masonic lodge and on the building committee of the 
new high school. H e  was a member of the school board for nine years, and is 
deeply interested in all that pertains to the intellectual and moral progress of the 
community. He is also prominent in Masonry, in which he has taken the de- 
grees of the lodge and chapter. H e  belongs to the Tribe of Ben Hur and has 
filled all of the offices in the local lodge of Knights of Pythias, which he has 
likewise represented in the state conventions. For the past twelve years he has 
been its minister of finance, and at all times he is loyal to the teachings and to 
the purposes of these orders. His life has been one of continuous activity in 
which has come due recognition of labor. Progress and patriotism might well 
be termed the keynote of his character for these qualities have been potent 
forces in his life throughout the period of his manhood and have gained him a 
place with the leading and representative citizens of his adopted county. 

J. B. HUNDLEY, M. D. 

Recognizing fully the possibilities for attainment, Dr. J. B. Hundley in all 
of his professional service has been actuated by laudable ambition to reach a 
high place in his profession not only that his services shall be renumerative but 
that they shall be of signal benefit to his fellowmen. He has already attained 
success and is recognized as one of the leading physicians of Danville. He was 
born in Owensboro, Kentucky, an the 9th of May, 1880, his parents being T. W. 
and Alice (Calhoun) Hundley, aIso natives of Kentucky, where the family was 
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established a t  an early day. On the paternal side it is of Irish origin and on 
the maternal of English descent. Throughout his active business life the father 
has followed farming but is now living retired in Owensboro. 

Dr. Hundley acquired his primary education in a female college at Owens- 
born and later pursued his studies in the public schools of that city. Deciding 
to enter the medical profession, he became a student in the College of Physicians 
and Surgeons of Chicago, from which he was graduated in ~goq. In the fall 
of the same year he opened an office in Danville and has since engaged in general 
practice in this city, meeting with marked success. He is a member of the 
county, state and national medical societies and stands high in the esteem of his 
professional brethren. 

On the 24th of May, 1910, Dr. Hundley was married in Terre Haute, In- 
diana, to Miss Elenore Allison, a native of Illinois. 

J. H. DAVIS. 

J. H. Davis, whose business enterprise and initiative spirit are manifest in 
the excellent results which he achieves, is now we11 known as the president of 
the Vermilion County Telephone Company. He has a wide acquaintance in 
this county where his entire life has been passed. His birth occurred at Ridge 
Farm on the 19th of March, 1867. His father, Rufus H. Davis, was a native 
of North Carolina and the year 1853 witnessed his arrival in Illinois, after 
which he engaged in teaching school. He later carried on farming and also be- 
came a successful merchant but is now living retired, making his home at 
Gightstown, Indiana. He was very active in the affairs of the county, con- 
tributing to many measures of public benefit to the community and serving 
on the county board as township supervisor and in other local offices, the duties 
of which he discharged with promptness and fidelity. In his politial views 
he is an earnest republican, and his religious faith is manifest in his member- 
ship with the Society of Friends. In early manhood he married Lydia Hornada, 
a native of Xenia, Ohio, who died in 1883. 

J. H. Davis pursued his early education in the schools of Ridge Farm 
and afterward attended Earlham College of Indiana. He was reared to the 
occupation of farming and after attaining his majority devoted his time and 
attention to general agriculturd pursuits for a number of years but in 1897 
became interested in the telephone business and has since given his attention 
to its development. In that year he became one of the organizers of the South 
Vermilion Telephone Company and in 1900 came to Danville and organized 
the Vermilion County Telephone Company, of which he became the president 
and general manager. The other organizers aswiated with Mr. Davis in this 
enterprise were C. W. Hayworth, William Henderson, John Fletcher and Will- 
iam F. Banta. In 1905 they bought out the Central Union Telephone Com- 
pany of Danville and consolidated the two interests. Among the directors 
of the company are George Hughes of Hume, Illinois; H. F. Hill and John 
Uprichard, of Indianapolis, Indiana; and C. H. Rottger, of Springfield, Illinois. 
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Mr. Davis is interested in everything that bears upon the subject of telephony 
and is constantly studying how to improve the system and the service which 
he gives to the public. In this connection he has built up a luge  and growing 
business, the number of subscribers constantly increasing. 

In  1885 Mr. Davis was united in marriage at Ridge Farm to Miss Lillie 
A. Amkrum, a native of that place and a daughter of G. W. and Sarah (Can- 
ady) Amkrum. In his boyhood days her father became a resident of Elwood 
township, arriving here with his father, David Amkrum, who was one of the 
early settlers of the township, so that the family has been identified with the 
development and progress of the county from pioneer days. Mr. and Mrs. 
Davis have two children, William H. and Frederick A. 

In his fraternal relations Mr. Davis is a Mason, belonging to Ridge Fann 
Lodge, No. 632, A. F. & A. M. ; Vermilion Chapter, No. 82, R. A. M. ; and Athel- 
stan Comrnandery, No. 45, K. T., all of Danville; Orientai Consistory, S. P. R. 
S. ; and Medinah Temple of the Mystic Shrine at Chicago. His political allegiance 
is a factor in the support of the republican party and his loyalty thereto is never 
called into question for he is a firm believer in the efficacy of the party principles 
as factors in good government. He is recognized as a business man of marked 
energy and of laudable ambition, who seldom fails to carry forward to successful 
completion whatever he undertakes. 

GEORGE F. REARICK 

George F. Rearick, who is successfully engaged in the practice of law in Dan- 
ville, was born on the 3Ist of March, 1863, in Beardstown, Illinois, and is a 
son of Jacob and Elizabeth (Kuhl) Rearick, the latter also a native of Beards- 
town. The father, however, was born in Germany and came to this country 
during boyhood. Later in life he was engaged in business as a hardware mer- 
chant a t  Beardstown for many years and became one of the prominent and 
influential citizens of that section of the state, serving as county judge of Cass 
county for one term. Both parents are now deceased. 

Reared in the city of his nativity George F. Rearick attended the public 
and high school there and for years was a student at  Ohio Wesleyan Uni- 
versity at  Delaware, Ohio. He  began his business career by learning the tin- 
ner's trade at  which he worked for some years, but desiring to enter upon a 
professional career, he began the study of law in 1885 at Danville under the 
direction of Hon. William J. Calhoun, now minister to China. In 1888 he was 
admitted to the bar and after practicing alone for about a year was made as- 
sistant state's attorney under Hiram P. Blackburn, holding that position for 
four years. In  1893 he was elected city attorney and so acceptably did he fill 
that position that he was reelected, serving in all six years. He then became a 
member of the firm of Winter 81 Rearick, which connection continued several 
years, and he has since been in partnership with James A. Meeks under the firm 
style of Rearick & Meeks. He  is well versed in the various departments of 
the law, is thoroughly devoted to the interests of his clients, and his conscientious 
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and careful preparation of his cases and their clear presentation in the courts 
are strong elements in what is termed a successful legal career. 

On the 27th of September, 1893, Mr. Rearick was married to Miss Grace 
Haggard of Danville and they have become the parents of five children, namely: 
Walter, Elizabeth, Francis, Edward and Harold. They hold membership in the 
First Methodist Episcopal church of Danville and Mr. Rearick is also connected 
with the Knights of Pythias fraternity and the Modem Woodmen of America. 
He is a director of the Vermilion County Abstract Company and a member of 
the public library board. He is now at the head of a large and constantly in- 
creasing practice and his success is the merited reward of his own labor. 

CAPTAIN ROBERT C. LANE. 

Captain Robert C. Lane, now carrying on business as a retail hardware 
dealer at No. 826 North Vermilion street, was born August 15, 1841, near Cin- 
cinnati, in Hamilton county, Ohio, and is a representative of one of the pioneer 
families of that city. His father, Abraham C. Lane, was also a native of 
Hamilton county and on leaving Ohio removed to Indiana, his death occurring 
in White county of the latter state on the 8th of August, 1908, when he had 
reached the very advanced age of ninety-one years. He married Miss Eliza 
R. Wooley, who died in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, February 15, 1857. She 
was an aunt of Hon. John G. Woolley, the temperance lecturer who was the 
presidential candidate on the prohibition ticket in 1904. To Abraham C. and 
Eliza R. (Wooley) Lane were born three children: Augustus W.; Emma B., 
now the wife of Bernard G. Smith, a banker of Monticello, Indiana; and Robert 
C., of this review. 

The last named obtained his primary education in the district schools of 
Butler county, Ohio, and he supplemented the knowledge there acquired by a 
course at  Stockwell Collegiate Institute in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, leaving 
school at the age of twenty years. The Civil war having broken out, he decided 
to enter the service, a company being formed at the school which he was at- 
tending, and on the 7th of September, 1861, he was mustered in for three years' 
service. Although he enlisted as a private he rose to the rank of captain sf 
Company H, Fortieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry. In the fall of 1862 he was 
promoted to sergeant major, in which capacity he served until December 14, 
1864, when he was made first lieutenant of his company, and on the 14th of 
June, 1865, was commissioned captain. H e  served as post commissary and 
brigade inspector and participated in many notable engagements, never missing 
a battle or  a skirmish in which his command took part  He followed the regi- 
ment all through Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana 
and Texas. He was never ill for a single day, was never wounded nor taken 
prisoner and at the close of the war was honorably discharged in January, 1866, 
and mustered out at Indianapolis, Indiana. He  took part in the battles of 
Shiloh, Perryville, Stone River, Chickamauga, Kenesaw Mountain, Peachtree 
Creek, Atlanta, Franklin and Nashville, the last named being the last battle 
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fought in the west. On receiving his discharge he returned home with a war 
record of which he may be justly proud. 

On resuming the duties of civil life Captain Lane served for one year as 
deputy county clerk in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, but in 1868 removed to 
Paris, Illinois, where he accepted a position in the general store of an uncle, 
with whom he remained for three years. In 1871 he embarked in business on 
his own account as a hardware dealer and was thus employed for a number of 
years, or until 1888, which year witnessed his removal to Bloomington, Illinois. 
.At that place he accepted a position with the firm of D. B. Harwood, whole- 
sale and retail hardware merchants, and on coming to Danville in 1891 was con- 
nected with the Yeomans & Shedd Hardware Company as a traveling repre- 
sentative for almost twenty years. In April, I ~ I O ,  he opened his present store 
at No. 826 North Vermilion street and has already built up a good trade. H e  
carries a large and complete line of shelf and heavy hardware and his fair and 
honorable dealing has commended him to the confidence of those with whom 
he has been brought in contact. 

Captain Lane was married in Paris, Illinois, October 20, 1870, to Miss 
Frances A. Nelson, a native of Indiana, and they have become the parents of 
four children, namely, Willard C., Marie, Robert N. and Anna, all born in 
Paris. The second son is now a physician, engaged in practice at Gibson City, 
Illinois. 

Captain Lane gives his political allegiance to the republican party and its 
principles and, although he takes an active interest in public affairs, has never 
sought or desired official preferment. He is an honored member of Kenesaw 
Post, G. A. R., and also belongs to the Masonic Lodge, No. 268, in Paris. In 
religious faith he is a Presbyterian and is a man whose many sterling character- 
istics have gained him a host of warm friends wherever known. 

DANIEL C. JONES, M. D. 

In the history of the medical profession in Danville it is imperative that 
mention be made of Dr. Daniel C. Jones, because of his prominence and his 
ability. Since 1899 he has been surgeon for the Danville branch of the home for 
disabled soldiers, and in this connection has done excellent work H e  was 
born in Athens county, Ohio, on the 5th of January, 1838, and has therefore 
passed the seventy-second milestone on life's journey. His father, Ephraim B. 
Jones, was born in Virginia and remained a resident of the Old Dominion until 
ahout thirty years of age, when he removed to Ohio, where he engaged in farm- 
ing. In  1850 he came to Illinois, settling in Douglas county and his last days 
were spent in Paris, where he died in 1876. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Martha Clark, was a native of Virginia and died in 1873. 

Daniel C. Jones was educated in the public schools of Ohio and of Illinois 
and in the academy at Paris. He thus laid a good foundation upon which to  build 
the superstructure of professional learning and after leaving the academy took 
up the study of medicine in 1858 and was graduated from Rush Medical College 
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of Chicago with the class of 1862. He has always been a dose and discrimi- 
nating student of his profession and in 1866 he completed further college train- 
iag by graduation from the Ohio Medical College. Throughout his life he has 
closely investigated the questions bearing upon the complex mystery which we 
call life and has .eagerly embraced every opportunity for promoting his skill 
and ability that his labors might be an effective element in restoring health and 
checking the ravages of disease. 

In 1861 Dr. Jones responded to the country's call for aid and served as 
army surgeon of the Second Illinois Cavalry from the opening year of the war 
until 1866. He afterward practiced medicine in Paris for two years and in 
1868 removed to Junction City, Kansas. In  1875 he became a resident of 
Topeka, Kansas, where he continued in active and successful practice until 1893, 
when he was appointed surgeon of the western branch of the home for disabled 
soldiers, located at Leavenworth, Kansas. There he remained for six years, 
when in 1899 he came to Danville as surgeon of the Danville branch and for 
eleven years has occupied this position for which his ability well qualifies him. 

On the 18th of January, 1864, Dr. Jones was united in marriage to Miss 
Jane E. Austin, a native of New York. They have two daughters: Martha C., 
who was born in Paris, Illinois; and Adela A,, who was born in Kansas. The 
latter is now the wife of W. F. Hixon. 

Dr. Jones has not only manifested great professional efficiency and ability, 
but has also rendered faithful public service in various connections. He was 
surgeon general of Kansas and a member of the state board of health there. 
While living in Topeka he served as mayor for one term, but resigned the posi- 
tion in order to accept his appointment at Leavenworth. His official prerogatives 
have ever been exercised for the benefit of his fellowmen in the communities 
where he has lived and over the record of his public career there falls no shadow 
of wrong or suspicions of evil. He has been a member of the Masonic fraternity 
for a considerable period, taking the degrees of the lodge and the chapter at 
Topeka, Kansas. He also belongs to the commandery at Paris, Illinois, and 
is an exemplary representative of the teachings of the fraternity. Those who 
meet him in social and business or  professional relations find him a genial, 
courteous gentleman, whose life conforms to a high standard of upright man- 
hood. He is ably filling the position to which he has been called and his ready 
sympathy and cheery words make him a favorite with the patients under his care. 

HANNIBAL H. KIDD. 

No history of Catlin would be complete without mention of Hannibal H. 
Kidd, who, in connection with his son, is now conducting the most extensive 
and important real-estate and insurance business in the city, and who has also 
for a number of years been one of the most prominent and influential figures 
in the public life of the community. Born near Georgetown, Illinois, on the 
27th of October, 1860, he is a son of Willis N. and Nancy (Parks) Kidd, the 
former a native of Tennessee and the latter of Indiana. The father came with 
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his parents to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1829, their home being established on 
a tract of land entered from the government by him, consisting of one hundred 
and sixty acres four miles northwest of Georgetown. A log cabin was built in 
which the family lived for a number of years, and there Willis N. Kidd reared 
his family among pioneer conditions and hardships. It was in this county that 
he was married to Miss Nancy Parks, and here their remaining days were spent, 
Mr. Kidd passing away in 1875, having survived his wife for more than a 
decade, her death occurring in 1864. Of their family of ten children but five 
are still living. 

The early educational advantages enjoyed by Hannibal H. Kidd were those 
offered by the common schools near his father's home, in which he mastered all 
the elementary branches of learning, and he also attended college at Valparaiso, 
Indiana, one semester of three months. But he is largely, however, a self- 
educated man, gaining through extensive outside reading and study a general 
knowledge far  exceeding that covered by the usual public school curriculum. 
Upon attaining his majority he taught school during the winter months, proving 
a most capable and satisfactory instructor, and during the summer months 
operated a tract of forty acres of the old homestead which he had purchased. 
He continued in this dual occupation for about seven years, when he sold his 
property and in 1891 came to Catlin, where he was appointed to the position 
of principal of the school. He filled that office for several years, his identifi- 
cation with the educational interests of the community being a source of benefit, 
for he ever performed his professional service with a sense of conscientious 
obligation, realizing how important is the training of the young as a preparation 
for.life's work. In the meantime, in 1901, he became identified with the real- 
estate and insurance business, to which he later gave his entire attention, and 
now, in connection with his son, is conducting the largest and most important 
enterprise of this character in the county, handling many large realty transfers 
and writing much important insurance. 

On the 22d of October, 1884, Mr. Kidd was united in marriage to Miss 
Mattie I. Hartley, who was born on a farm in Catlin township on the 4th of 
July, 1865, and is a daughter of A. A. and Elizabeth (McMillan) Hartley, na- 
tives of Vermilion county. The father passed away in January, 1910, and the 
mother still survives, making her home in Catlin, while of the eight children 
born unto them three have passed away. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Kidd have been 
born four children, as follows: St. Elmo E., who is now married and resides in 
Catlin; Forrest F., who passed away a t  the age of four years; Eva Gladys, a 
student in the high school; and Harlan H., yet at home. 

Mr. Kidd and his wife both hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal 
church, the teachings of which form the guiding influences of their lives. Identi- 
fied with the Masonic fraternity, Mr. Kidd holds membership in the blue lodge, 
No. 632, A. F. & A. M., a t  Ridge Farm. He also is a member of Mayfield 
Lodge, No. 635, K. P., in which he has filled all of the chairs, and belongs 
to the Modern Woodmen Camp, No. 431, at Catlin, having passed through 
all of the chairs of that body also. A life-long republican, he has ever been 
active in local party ranks, and that his personal worth and ability were recog- 
nized by his fellow citizens is indicated by the fact that in 1901 he was called 
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to the highest office in the city, his service as mayor continuing for several years. 
He made an excellent executive, giving to the people and the public a business- 
like administration characterized by progress and advancement, in which he in- 
augurated many needed reforms and improvements. His is a splendid es- 
ample of the power and force of honorable manhood, of earnest effort and of 
high principle. Successful in business and political life as well, his salient char- 
acteristics are such as make for good citizenship in any community and which 
win the esteem, confidence and good will of all. 

ZAR4H S. SAYLOR. 

Zarah S. Saylor, who has for eighteen years been engaged in the general 
mercantile business at Oakwood and is a deservedly popular citizen of Ver- 
milion county, was born in Indiana, July 10, 1863. He is a son of John A. and 
Priscilla (Donaldson) Saylor, the former of whom was born in Pennsylvania 
and the latter in Ohio. Mr. Saylor came to Illinois in 1852 and remained only 
a short time, when he returned to Fairfield county, Ohio, and from there in 
1854 went to Indiana, engaging as a cooper. H e  later bought and operated a 
hotel, but disposed of it and purchased a farm in Tippecanoe county, Indiana, 
which he conducted for eleven years. In 1872 he sold his Indiana farm and 
located a t  Oakwood, where he engaged in the mercantile business, continuing 
until 1892. He lived retired for a number of years and died at the advanced 
age of ninety years, August 6, 1908. Mrs. Saylor departed this life February 
11, 1909, at the age of eighty-three years. Eight children were born to hlr. 
and Mrs. Saylor: Perry, who died at the age of three years; Lenora, who lived 
to the age of fifty-five years; Samuel, who died at thirteen years of age; John 
W., of Vermilion county; Susan, who died at the age of seven years; Aaron, 
who died at the age of twenty-nine years; and Zarah S. and P. M., twins, both 
living in Oakwood. 

Zarah S. Saylor was educated in the district schools and remained with his 
parents until he was eighteen years of age. He began his active career in the 
employ of the Indianapolis, Bloomington & Western Railroad and for ten years 
filled the position of telegraph operator upon that line. However, being in- 
clined toward a mercantile career, he bought his father's interest in a store at 
Oakwood in 1892 and has since successfully conducted it, carrying a well se- 
lected stock of general mercantile supplies. 

On March 27, 1892, Mr. Saylor was united in marriage to Miss Frances 
Truax, a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of Captain Joseph Truax, 
of the Thirty-fifth Illinois Regiment of Volunteers, and Mary (Helmick) Truax. 
One child, Harry Truax, was born of this union March 22, 1893, and is a grad- 
uate of the high school of Oakwood. Mrs. Saylor was called from earthly cares 
March 28, 1893, and is buried in Oakwood cemetery. In 1909 Mr. Saylor was 
again married, the lady of his choice being Miss Ada Barkman, a daughter of 
Samuel and Mary (Collings) Barkman, natives of Illinois. The father departed 
this life in 1909 and the mother is now living with her daughter, the wife of our 
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subject. Mrs. Saylor is one of four children born to her parents, the others 
being: Bruce, who died at the age of three years ; Albert, of Catlin, Illinois; 
Laura, now Mrs. C. F. Stanner, of Oakwood. 

Mr. Saylor is politically identified with the democratic party, but sometimes 
votes for the candidates of other parties, being liberal in his political views. 
He has served in s e v e d  public offices and has always discharged his responsi- 
bilities with conscientious care. For four years he filled the office of postmaster 
at Oakwood, under President Cleveland. H e  acted as township collector for 
one term and is a t  present president of the board of trustees of the village 
of Oakwood. H e  is a member of Free Will Lodge, No. 872, A. F. & A. M., of 
Oakwood, and in all his duties has acquitted himself honorably as behooves a 
man who endeavors to be guided by principles of justice and truth. 

JOHN ALLEN DANIELS. 

John Allen Daniels left a deep impress upon the history of Danville, 
where for twenty-one years he made his home. Through a longer period he 
had been identified with this section of the state and as the years passed on he 
proved his worth as a pubilc-spirited man who never sacrificed the general 
good to individual interests. His honesty and enterprise in business, fidelity 
in friendship and his devotion to his family were qualities which made him one 
of the honored residents of Danville. He  was born in Beverly, West Virginia, 
in 1845, a son of James Madison Daniels, who was a native of the same state 
and spent his entire life there. In  the public schools of West Virginia John 
Allen Daniels pursued his education and in 1866, when a young man of twenty- 
one years, came west to Vermilion county. During the succeeding five years 
he foIlowed farming in Vermilion and Iroquois counties and was recognized 
as one of the representative agriculturists of the community, following methods 
which made his fields very productive and his labors resultant. In  1880, how- 
ever, he took up his abode in Danville, where he established a furniture busi- 
ness, which he conducted under his own name for a time, and later under the 
name of the Danville Furniture Company. The beginning was small and the 
stock somewhat limited, but as time passed on he increased his stock to  meet 
the demands of the trade. H e  worked diligently and persistently to build up 
the business and his earnest desire to please his patrons and his honorable 
methods at  length brought the reward which he desired. His patronage steadily 
grew and in the later years of his life had one of the leading furniture estab- 
lishments of the city with a trade that justified him in carrying the large stock 
which he handled. 

In  Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1571, Mr. Daniels was united in marriage to 
Miss Marcia \V. Hobart, a native of that city. Theirs was a happy married 
life, a most cengenial companionship characterizing the home which was blessed 
with the presence of four children who reached maturity, namely: Lucretia 
E., now the wife of J. P. Pearson; Stanley H.; Edna E., the wife of George S. 
Murray, of Columbus, Georgia; and Mitchell T., who is attending the Chicago 
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University. The death of the husband and father occurred June 8, 1902, after 
which the business was incorporated under the name of the Danville Furniture 
& Carpet Company, with Mrs. Daniels as the president, Stanley H. Daniels 
as vice president and Mrs. Murray, treasurer. They have remodeled the build- 
ing and have one of the finest stores of the kind to be seen anywhere, carrying 
a stock that would be a credit to a city of much larger size. 

In relation to affairs of the city Mr. Daniels always manifested a public- 
spirited interest and cooperated in many movements for the general welfare. 
His friends termed him "a thoroughly good man." He was charitable, gener- 
ously aiding those in need; was kindly, doing good everywhere possible; and 
was ever upright, never taking advantage of the necessities of his fellowmen 
in any business transaction. The long years of his residence in Danville proved 
his sterling worth and caused his death to be deeply regretted by all with whom 
he came in contact. 

JAMES DAVIS. 

It is evident from the great work accomplished by the early settlers of 
Illinois that they .were equipped in a remarkable degree to cope with the dan- 
gers and difficulties inseparable from pioneer life. With scarcely no resources 
except their sinewy arms and their invincible will, they accomplished a work 
which has been the admiration of all succeeding times. The pioneers were 
brave, strong and resolute. The dark forest or  the boundless, untrodden 
prairie had no terrors for these fearless souls. They were bent on a mighty 
mission-the founding of a home-and no obstacle could long delay them in their 
divinely appointed work, resulting as it has in the firm establishment of a govern- 
ment that is the wonder of all thinking men-the greatest monument to human 
enterprise and genius that the world has ever known. 

T o  James Davis belongs the honor of being one of the oldest residents of 
Vermilion county. Seventy-four years ago his eyes first rested on the region 
which, through the efforts of men like himself, has been converted into productive 
farms with beautiful homes, provided with all the comforts and conveniences of 
modern life. The country was then largely unbroken prairie and dense woods 
with heavy undergrowth occupied the valley. Little did the early arrivals 
dream of the great changes that were to take place on the face of nature, nor 
did they dream of the numberless improvements that the later generation would 
introduce. 

The subject of this review was born in Guernsey county, Ohio, January 21, 

1828, and is a son of Henry and Rachel (Pollack) Davis, both natives of western 
Pennsylvania. The father, who was a farmer, removed to Guernsey county, Ohio, 
in 1808, one year after his marriage, remaining there until the fall of 1836, when 
he came to Vermilion county, Illinois, locating on the farm where our subject 
now lives. This land was originally entered by a man named Cozad, who sold 
it to a Mr. Elliott, from w h m  it was purchased by Mr. Davis. Upon it stood 
a log house a story and a half in height, with a puncheon floor, wherein the 
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family lived for four or five years, at the end of which time Mr. Davis erected 
a better residence. A part of the barn built by the pioneer in 183'8 is still stand- 
ing and is one of the historic fragments of this region. In  this barn it was 
customary to tramp out the wheat with horses and in I@ the wheat from the 
farm was hauled to Chicago, our subject, although merely a lad at: that time, 
driving one of the t\-agons. In 1848 the first threshing machine was seen upon 
the farm and in the fall of the same year our subject and his brother drove to 
Chicago with a load of apples, for  which they received from fifty to seventy-five 
cents a bushel. The family home was on the old state road and here many 
travelers passing through the country were entertained, the charge for a meal 
being twelve and a half cents, which was considered a fair price in those days. 
Henry Davis departed this life in xovember, 18 j j, his wife having been called 
to her final rest in November, 1848. 

James Davis was the youngest of their ten children. H e  received his educa- 
tion in a log schoolhouse and as he grew up became thoroughly familiar with the 
operations on the farm. At twenty-two years of age he took unto himself a 
life companion and his father made. him a present of a fine tract of land, which 
he proceeded to cultivate and which he has greatly improved and brought to a 
high state of productiveness. H e  is now the owner of one of the richest farms 
in this portion of the county, embracing three hundred and fifty-two acres and 
provided with a handsome residence and all the conveniences that are known to 
the up-to-date farmer. H e  is also the owner of property in Danville and has for 
many years been recognized as a thorough agriculturist and st&-raiser, hav- 
ing bred stock on an  extensive scale, including cattle, horses, sheep and hogs. 

On October 18, 1849, Mr. Davis was united in marriage to Miss America J. 
Boggess, a daughter of John Boggess, one of the early settlers of Vermilion 
county and the father of eleven children, nine of whom grew to maturity. Two 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Davis: John T., a farmer of Vance town- 
ship; and Rachel A., the widow of E. R. Danforth, of Danville, 

Although Mr. Davis is now in the eighty-third year of his age, he has pre- 
served his health and strength in a remarkable degree and has the appearance 
and action of a man twenty years younger. Previous to the Civil war he gave 
his earnest support to the democratic party, but like many other democrats of 
that period, he became a strong Union man and since the war has adhered closely 
to the republican party in national and state affairs, although in local politics 
he often votes for the man he considers best fitted for the office irrespective of 
party. While he has never sought official honors, he served for nine years as 
road commissioner and school director and has also served for many years as 
trustee of his school district. At the time of the war Mr. Davis proffered his 
services to the government, enlisting for three months in Company C, Seventy- 
first Illinois Regiment, the period of service covering from July to November, 
1862. He  is an honored member of Homer Lodge, No. igg, A. F. & A. M. This 
lodge he joined in 1857 and in 1907 he was presented by his brethren with a 
gold-headed cane in recognition of his fifty years' membership, a record which 
is seldom attained in this or any other fraternal organization. He  has held the 
offices of senior and junior warden, deacon and treasurer in his lodge. H e  is 
also a member of Homer Chapter, No. 94, R. -4. IT., and of Athelstan Com- 
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mandery, No. 45, Knights Templar, of Danville, and has held the offices of 
king and scribe in the chapter. 

Mr. and Mrs. Davis are both actively connected with the Baptist church, 
in which they have held membership for more than fifty years. He has seen 
something of the world, having visited California and other states of the west 
in 1875 and also the Centennial a t  Philadelphia in 1876. H e  has always been 
an independent and thoughtful observer and in the course of a long career has 
gained a great deal of knowledge which is not found in books. H e  is an inter- 
esting talker, a genial host, and no man in this part of the state is better in- 
formed as to early days nor can any other man relate more vividly the stories of 
pioneer times. Mr. Davis never was obliged to struggle to obtain a living, as he 
belonged to a well ordered family possessing an abundance of earthly g d s ,  
and with ability to  conduct a farm so as to make it profitable. He is and has 
been for many years one of the substantial men of the county, and today he is 
without doubt one of the most respected and honored citizens of this region. 

L. P. CULP. 

When L. P. Culp was called to  his final rest on the 9th of November, 1908, 
he had already passed the Psalmist's allotted span of three score years and ten, 
for  his life record covered the period between that date and the 14th of March, 
1835, when he first opened his eyes to the light of day in Indiana. His parents 
were Joseph and Maragaret Culp, natives of Pennsylvania and Indiana respec- 
tively, both of whom are deceased. 

L. P. Culp passed the period of his boyhood and youth in the state of his 
nativity and in the common schools of Indiana acquired his education. He 
was a young man of twenty years when, in 1855, he came to Vermilion county, 
Illinois, and here he engaged as a farm hand, having previously been trained 
to agricultural pursuits on the old homestead. He  was thus employed until 
his marriage three years later. I n  1873 his wife's father left her one hundred 
acres of land in Catlin township and there he took up agricultural pursuits in- 
dependently. The  log cabin which he erected upon the place at that time is 
still standing and continues to be the home of his widow. H e  gave his entire 
time and attention to the cultivation and development of his farm, and under 
his wise management and careful direction the fields were brought under a 
good state of cultivation, annually yielding abundant harvests. He  continued 
to  engage in general farming until the time of his demise, and the industry, 
energy and perseverance which he displayed in the conduct of his affairs were 
salient elements in the acquirement of a competency which made it possible for 
him to leave his family in comfortable circumstances when he was called to 
his final rest after more than a half century's connection with the agricultural 
interests of Vermilion county. 

In  early manhood Mr. Culp had laid the foundation for a happy home life 
of his own by his marriage, in 1858, to Miss Mary J. Wright, who was born 
in Catlin township in 1840 and was a daughter of Thomas and Mary B. (San- 
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dusky) Wright. The father was a native of Virginia and the mother of Ken- 
tucky, and they arrived in Vermilion county in 1831, where they were united in 
marriage. They began their domestic life upon a farm which was the property 
of Mrs. Wright, and continued to make that their home throughout their re- 
maining days. The father passed away in 1872 and the mother in 1851, and 
their remains were laid to  rest on the old home farm. Mrs. Culp and her 
brother Thomas and her half-brother Henry are the only surviving members 
of a family of five children born unto Mr. and Mrs. Wright. The union of 
Mr. and Mrs. Culp was blessed with six children, as follows: Joseph F., a 
resident of Danville; Thomas S., now deceased; Cor~elius, of Sidell, Illinois; 
William S., making his home in Catlin township: Madora B., the wife of 
David Lewis, of Collison, Illinois; and Lucy E., who wedded LIT. B. Freelan, 
of Danville. 

The parents were members of the Congregational church, in the work 
of which they were deeply interested, and in the faith of that denomination 
Mr. Culp passed away on the 9th of November, I@, his remains being laid 
to rest in the Oak Ridge cemetery at Catlin. His long identification with the 
agricultural interests of Vermilion county had made him well known among 
the citizens of the district in which he resided, and all with whom he had any 
relations entertained for him the highest regard and esteem. His widow con- 
tinues to reside in the home in which they began their domestic life more than 
fifty-two years ago. Although the snows of seventy winters have passed over 
her head, she still gives active supervision to her business interests, renting the 
old farm of one hundred acres which is yet in her possession, and proving capable 
and successful in the conduct of her affairs. 

HARVEY J. SCONCE. 

Scientific farming finds an exponent in Harvey J. Sconce. All that pertains 
to progressive agriculture is a matter of deep interest to him and his studies have 
covered a wide range in relation to soil, climatic conditions and plant propagation. 
He has watched with interest the work of the bureau of agriculture and is 
constantly broadening his knowledge along lines that are at once practical and at 
the same time give the keenest understanding of the great scientific principles 
which constitute the basis of agriculture. His success has resulted from a wise 
use of his innate talents and powers, of the natural resources of the country and 
the opportunities which are open to all. 

He was born March 7, 1875, at Fairview, the beautiful country home of his 
father, James S. Sconce, who was a man prominent in all the affairs of the 
county and widely known throughout the state as a prominent agriculturist 
and stock-raiser. He was born near Brook's Point in Vermilion county, Novem- 
ber 14, 1831-a representative of one of the oldest pioneer families of this part 
of the state. Concerning his lineage, a contemporary biographer has said: 
"Back to an early epoch in American history can the ancestry of the family be 
traced and in many events which left their impress upon improvement and pro- 
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gress representatives of the name were active. When civilization made its way 
into the wilderness of Kentucky the Sconces joined the vanguard and the great- 
grandfather of James S. Sconce was one of the pioneers of Bourbon county, 
Kentucky, where he lived in a large log house, built especially to resist Indian 
attacks. There were eight brothers in the family and they were among the brave 
early settlers who reclaimed that beautiful country from the domain of the 
savages. Nearly all of these brothers emigrated to the south and west, bearing 
part in the reclamation of wild districts for the purpose of civilization. There 
are now many representatives of the name in Texas." 

"Samuel Sconce, the grandfather of our subject, was born in Bourbon county, 
Kentucky, in 1802, and was there reared amid the scenes of frontier life, shar- 
ing in the hardships and trials of the pioneer settlers until the year 1828, when 
he came to Illinois, settling in Vermilion county the following year. Here he 
was married to PIIiss Nancy Waters. who was born in Bourbon county, Ken- 
tucky, in 1808, and in 1829 came with her parents to Brook's Point, Vermilion 
county, where the marriage was celebrated. For a few years they resided in 
that locality and -Mr. Sconce gave his attention to agricultural pursuits, which 
he followed very successfully. In 1852 he turned his attention to merchandising 
in Indianola as a member of the firm of Bailey 8r Sconce, which proved a prof- 
itable venture until the store was destroyed by fire, when Mr. Sconce retired 
from business life. H e  died in 1874, at the age of seventy-one years, and his 
widow passed away in 1897, at the age of eighty-nine. They were the parents 
of three children who reached mature years : James S. ; America J. of Indianola. 
who is the widow of Dr. Oliver Calvert, by whom she had a daughter who died 
at the age of sixteen years; and Thomas J., who was for many years a resident 
of Carrdl township, Vermilion county, and died January I, 1888." 

After mastering the preliminary branches of learning taught in the district 
schools James S. Sconce continued his education in Danville and later in George- 
town Academy, then the best educational institution of eastern Illinois. His 
training at farm work was also broad and varied, and he received instruction 
and experience in commercial lines when, at the age of twenty-four years, he 
became a clerk in his father's store, where he received a salary of three hundred 
dollars per annum for four years. In 1859 he went to Kansas and there pre- 
empted one hundred and sixty acres of land in Lyons county. Three months 
sufficed to convince him that he preferred Illinois as a place of residence and at 
the end of that time he traded his property for a smaller tract of land in Illinois 
and turned his attention to his live-stock interests, in which connection he be- 
came widely known by reason of the extent and importance of his operations 
in that direction. 

It was during that period that James S. Sconce was united in marriage in 
September, 1861, to Miss Emma Sodowsky, the only daughter of Harvey So- 
dowsky. She was reared at Woodlawn, her father's country home, and com- 
pleted her education in Georgetown Academy. For a year after their marriage 
Mr. and Mrs. Sconce lived with her father and then took up their residence at 
Fairview. Success attended him in his business ventures and wisely making 
investments in real estate, he became the owner of twenty-one hundred acres 
of valuable Illinois farm land and developed one of the finest farm properties 
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in the state. In the midst of a broad and well kept lawn adorned by the arts 
of the landscape gardener he erected a commodious and beautiful residence, to 
which Mrs. Sconce gave the name of Fairview. Fine old shade trees surround 
the place, and flowers and shrubs are an attractive feature of the home. In 
the rear of the residence were built large barns and all the necessary outbuild- 
ings for the shelter of grain, stock and farm machinery. The latest improved 
agricultural implements were secured for the cultivation of the soil and the care 
of the crops. Year by year bounteous harvests were gathered, showing that 
the methods employed in the cultivation of the fields were practical and result- 
ant. Not only did Mr. Sconce give his supervision to the development of the 
fields but also became extensively engaged in the raising and selling of stock 
and from that branch of his business derived a large annual revenue. His suc- 
cess is indicated in the fact that the estate left by him was one of the largest 
ever probated in Vermilion county and careful analysis of his life record showed 
that the methods he employed in its attainment were such as could bear the 
closest investigation and scrutiny, there being not a single esoteric phase in his 
career. 

A contemporary biographer has said of him: "While his success excited 
the admiration of those who knew him, it was his personal characteristics that 
drew around .him so many warm friends. He  was a man of fine appearance, 
six feet in height, broad shouldered, and with the keen blue eye so characteristic 
of the family. He  would have attracted attention in any gathering. Politically 
he was a democrat from conviction and principle and in 1882 he consented to 
become a candidate for state senator. He made a brilliant race, running far 
ahead of his ticket in a county which is strongly republican. He served as super- 
visor of Carroll township and always took a deep interest in public affairs. A 
well filled library indicated his literary taste, and he read broadly and deeply, 
spending many of his most pleasant hours with his favorite authors. Educa- 
tional matters always awakened his earnest interest and hearty cooperation and 
for a number of years he was one of the regents of the IVesleyan University 
a t  Bloomington, Illinois, which was also favored by his generosity. He was a 
consistent and active member of the Methodist Episcopal church and he was 
buried with Masonic honors in the \Voodlawn cemetery at Indianola. The 
funeral was attended by an immense throng and the cortege, headed by three 
hundred RiIasons in mourning, was over three miles in length, probably the 
largest funeral ever held in Vermilion county. I t  was remarked by one who 
knew Mr. Sconce well that 'a secret society which commanded the fealty of a 
man like James S. Sconce must have something in it.' If he loved Masonry it 
was also true that the brethren of the craft loved him. He  lived a life of sim- 
plicity, gentleness, kindness and charity, and he never allowed the accumulation 
of wealth to in any way influence his action toward those less fortunate, unless 
it was to make him more considerate and gracious. He  regarded only the worth 
of character in those whom he made his friends and he had the highest regard 
for upright manhood. I t  was therefore a logical result that he should draw around 
him a circle of friends that was almost coextensive with his circle of acquaint- 
ances, and that his death should come as a personal bereavement to a great 
majority who knew him. 
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"His widow still lives at  beautiful Fairview. She is well versed in literature 
and art and 'one is never alone who has the companionship of the old masters.' 
As a friend remarked to the writer: 'It matters not who goes to the home of 
Mrs. Sconce, be they rich or poor, they all receive the same gracious welcome.' 
To  her husband she was a devoted companion and helpmate and for more than 
a quarter of a century they traveled life's journey together in a most congenial 
companionship that made her bereavement very heavy, yet left her with many 
precious memories of happy years of wedded life." 

The family of Mr. and Mrs. James S. Sconce included three children: Anna, 
the wife of William G. Cathcart, a banker of Sidell; Harvey J.; and Samuel, 
who died in infancy. The surviving son, reared at the beautiful country estate 
of his father, where he yet makes his home, pursued his education in the pub- 
lic schools of Vermilion county and afterward specialized in the agricultural 
course at  the University of Illinois, taking a special course of three years. 
While he made a good record in his studies he was also interested in athletics 
and college sports, playing for three years on the football team and for one 
year was a member of the baseball team. His father's estate, which had been 
under the supervision of his mother during his minority, came under the im- 
mediate charge of Harvey J. Sconce following his return from college. He 
brought to bear in the work which he now assumed a comprehensive scientific 
knowledge which he continued to broaden by reading and investigation and no 
finer farm land in Illinois can be found than the three thousand one hundred 
and forty acres comprised within the Sconce farm, belonging to our subject 
and his sister Anna. The usual features of farm life, the cultivation of the 
fields and the raising of stock, constitute the branches of his business. Both 
are carried on extensively and as a breeder and raiser of shorthorn cattle Har- 
vey J. Sconce is widely known not only in Illinois but throughout the country. 
Moreover, he has made a specialty of the raising of corn, in which connection 
he has won prizes at the national exhibitions. The element of luck does not 
enter into his business. Wherever science has penetrated into the mysteries 
of nature Harvey J. Sconce has followed, thus coming into an understanding 
of the conditions of plant life, the food needs and the soil requirements. He 
is numbered among those who have raised farming from an occupation to a 
profession. 

Mr. Sconce was married June 2, 1897, to Miss Eva Fisher, who was born 
July 22, 1876, and is a daughter of Michael and Marietta Fisher of Indianola. 
Three children bless this union: Emma Frances, who was born May g, 1898; 
Marietta Louise, born September g, 1904; and James S., born October 13, 1906. 
Their home is lacking in none of the accessories, conveniences and equipments 
of the most modem city residence. All that is tasteful and rich in furnishing 
may here be found in a house lighted by electricity and embellished with the 
adornments of art, music and a fine conservatory. 

Mr. Sconce is a republican stanch in his advocacy of party principles and 
policy. He belongs to the Kappa Sigma Greek letter fraternity and the Elks 
Lodge at Danville and to the Masonic Lodge at Sidell. He has attained to the 
thirty-second degree in the latter order and is a member of the Chicago Con- 
sistory. While his finanical position affords him opportunity for travel, his in- 
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terest yet centers in the county and state of his nativity and his generous CCP 

operation can always be counted upon to further any measure or project for 
the welfare, improvement and upbuilding of Vermilion county. He is too broad- 
gauged, however, to center his thought here without manifesting an interest 
in national affairs and questions of widespread and vital importance. Where- 
ever known, and he has a wide acquaintance, he is recognized as a scholar and 
financier as well as one of the most prominent exponents of scientific and ad- 
vanced agriculture. 

CHARLES C. YOUNG. 

Charles C. Young, recognized as one of the energetic business men of Oak- 
wood, Vermilion county, was born in York county, Nebraska, October 4, 1874. 
and is a son of J. H. and Sarah L. (Lockhart) Young, a record of whom ap- 
pears elsewhere in this work. From both sides of the family he comes of 
sturdy pioneer stock. His parents were residents of Vermilion county and 
were sojourning temporarily in Nebraska at the time of their son's birth. They 
returned to this county and here he was reared and educated. He  received a 
thorough training in the fundamental principles which apply to all lines of 
business, under the direction of his father, and continued with his parents until 
twenty-one years of age. In 1895 he and his father were associated in general 
mercantile business at  Oakwood, continuing until 1901, when they retired and 
the subject of this sketch became connected with the telephone business as 
manager of the Vermilion County Telephone Company, being the founder of the 
Oakwood Exchange, of which he still continues in charge. In 1 9 1  he was 
appointed postmaster of the town and retains that position. He has taken a 
great interest in matters pertaining to the postal department and five years ago 
was elected secretary to the National League of Postmasters, which position 
he has filled with such efficiency that he has ever since been retained in that 
responsible office. 

On October 31, 1895, Mr. Young was united in marriage to Miss Ethel Seal, 
who was born in Oakwood and is a daughter of William and Damarius (Gar- 
ner) Seal, both natives of Ohio. Mr. Seal settled in Vermilion county many 
years ago and he and his wife are still living at Vermilion Heights, Danville. 
One child blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs. Young, Ethel, who was born 
November IS, 1898. On November 16, 1898, Mrs. Young was called from the 
cares of earthly life and on May 16, 1900, Mr. Young was married to Miss 
Nannie Pricer, a native of Vermilion county and a daughter of James and Ar- 
minta (Abbott) Pricer, of Ohio, who settled in Illinois during the first half 
of the last century. Her father died December 23, I*, but Mrs. Pricer is 
living retired at Rossville, Illinois. Mrs. Young received a fine education and 
for ten years was a popular teacher in the public schools. She has been an able 
assistant and a constant support to her husband. She is one of a family of 
nine children, eight of whom are now living: Charles, John, George, Thomas, 
Lulu, Artie, Alice, Clara and Nannie. 
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Mr. Young is a supporter of the principles of the republican party. He is 
a member of Lodge No. 332, Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, of 
Danville, and also of Lodge No. 1727, Modern Woodmen of America, of Oak- 
wood. H e  and his wife are both affiliated with the Church of Christ, in which 
they are active workers, he being a member of the board of trustees and a 
teacher in the Sunday school, while she has charge of the Sunday school as its 
superintendent. Mr. Young is greatly respected wherever he is known, as his 
efforts are in a high degree unselfish and directed so as to prove of permanent 
and practical benefit to those with whom he is associated. 

ISAAC L. CREIGHTON. 

Isaac L. Creighton, who belongs to a long-lived family and is himself now more 
than four score years of age, was born in Carroll county, Ohio, January 19, 1828. 
During his life time many of the most important developments in the history of 
the world have taken place and the great strides of modern civilization have 
transformed not only the modes of living in all enlightened nations but have 
changed the trend of thought, and today he sees a new world from that upon 
which his eyes opened in a little log cabin in Ohio long years ago, H e  is a son 
of John W. and Elizabeth (Luton) Creighton. His grandfather was a native 
of Scotland and removed with his parents to Ireland at six years of age and 
ten years later went to Canada. He  participated in the Revolutionary war and 
later came to Ohio, where he died at the age of one hundred and one years. 
The father of our subject entered forty acres of timber land in Ohio and built 
a log cabin, which he covered with a clapboard roof and provided with a floor 
of the same material. Here he lived for some years, when he took up his resi- 
dence for a short time in Indiana, returning again to Carroll county, Ohio, where 
his wife died. He  was married a second time and finally located in Monroe county. 
Ohio, there spending his declining years. He was the father of two sons, John 
and Isaac L. 

The subject of this sketch had limited opportunities for obtaining an educa- 
tion in the log schoolhouse and the most of his knowledge has been acquired 
in the great school of life. He is, indeed, a living link connecting the very early 
days of the pioneers, with their joys and sorrows, to the quiet, peaceful and 
prosperous conditions which we now enjoy. He remained at home with his 
parents until he reached his majority and then began farming upon rented land 
in Ohio. In 1566, believing that conditions were more favorable in Illinois, 
he came to Vermilion county and purchased a farm in Middlefork township, 
later acquiring more land until at one time he owned over seven hundred acres in 
that township and was known as one of the most prominent and successful 
farmer in his part of the county. The land which he acquired he has given 
to his children, retaining for himself only a life interest. 

At the age of twenty-one years Mr. Creighton was married to Miss Cath- 
erine Johnson, of Ohio, who departed this life three years after her marriage. 
Two children were the result of that union: Mary E., the wife of Joseph Truax, 
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of Vermilion county; and Finley, also of this county. Mr. 'Creighton in 1852 
was united in marriage to Miss C. M. Cary, a native of the state of Delaware, 
who died April 28, 1898, and was the mother of elei-ea children, all of whom 
are now living except one. In 1899 he married Mrs. ~ i n d a  Hovey, and in 
1903 Mr. Creighton was a fourth time married, the lady of his choice being Mrs. 
Mary Blair, of Delaware. 

Mr. Creighton has been for many years identified with the democratic party 
and has served in several public ofices in his township. H e  and his wife are 
members of the Christian church and have many friends among both the older 
and younger people of the community, who regard them with the esteem that 
rightly belongs to those who on life's journey have attempted to perform their 
duty. At the venerable age of eighty-two years Mr. Creighton retains in a 
large degree the buoyancy of spirits that carried him through many a struggle 
with adverse fortune, and he is today one of the most interesting survivors of 
the pioneers who so nobly accomplished their mission in subduing the wilder- 
ness to the uses of man. 

LEVIN D. GASS. 

I n  the list of notable men who have directed their efforts toward promot- 
ing the commercial and financial interests of Danville, certain names stand forth 
conspicuous and prominent by reason of what they have accomplished and from 
the manner of securing results. Levin D. Gass, cashier of the First National 
Bank, belongs to this class of men and his standing in business circles is un- 
questioned. 

A native of Vermilion county, he was born in Catlin, November 22, 1858, 
and is a son of John H. and Lucinda (Driggans) Gass. The father was born 
in Greenville, Tennessee, while the birth of the mother occurred in the western 
part of North Carolina. They became residents of Crawfordsville, Indiana, 
at  an early day, making their home there from 1841 until 1856, when they removed 
by wagon to Vermilion county, Illinois, and located in Catlin, where Mr. Gass 
engaged in the mercantile and live-stock business. H e  also served as the first 
railroad agent at  that place for the Great Western Railway, now a part of the 
Wabash system, which then ran from State Line to Naples, Illinois. During 
the dark days of the Rebellion he put aside all personal interests and in 1862 
enlisted in Company G, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and 
was commissioned captain, which position he resigned in 1864. H e  was with 
G e ~ ~ z r a l  Buell in his pursuit of General Bragg and participated in the battles 
of Nashville and Champion Hill. After leaving the army he returned to Catlin, 
where he made his home until 1866. when he removed to Danville, here con- 
tinuing to be engaged in the live-stock and mercantile business until 1875. In 
the latter year he removed to  Chicago and was exclusively engaged in the live- - 

stock business at  the Union Stock Yards until his death, which occurred on the 
17th of August, 1895. H e  was a very energetic and up-to-date business man 
and accumulated a handsome competence. His wife survived him for some 
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years and passed away in Danville in February, 192. In their family were 
six children, namely: Hamlet K., who is engaged in the stock business in 
Chicago; Inez, the wife of George C ~ t t e r  of South Bend, Indiana; Charles, 
an employe of the Wabash Railroad, residing in Chicago; Levin D. of this re- 
view; Lola A., the wife of Charles E. Olmstead of Danville; and Bertha M., 
the wife of David P. Miller, who represents the New York Life Insurance 
Company in Chicago. 

Levin D. Gass acquired his education in the public and high schools of Dan- 
ville and began his business career as a messenger boy in the First National 
Bank in May, 1875. H e  showed such an interest and adaptability for his work 
that he was promoted from time to time, serving as collector for eight months, 
and then as chief bookkeeper for two years, after which he was individual book- 
keeper for eighteen months. He  was next made teller and in 1883 was proma- 
t d  to assistant cashier, in which capacity he served until elected cashier of the 
bank in 1895. His constant promotion shows how a young man may rise in 
the business world who has the ambition to do so and is industrious by nature. 
He had a long road to travel but he accomplished his purpose and is today not 
only an officer in the bank but also a stockholder and director of the same. 
His courteous, genial manner has won patrons for the institution and much of 
its success is due to his untiring and well directed efforts. Mr. Gass is also in- 
terested in other enterprises, being president of the Danville Buggy Company 
and treasurer of the Vermilion County Telephone Company. 

On the 24th of November, 1881, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Gass 
to Miss Eva M. Hulce, a daughter of Martin Hulce, who was a former presi- 
dent of the Danville Buggy Company, and this union has been blessed by four 
children, namely: Lewis W., who obtained his degree as a civil engineer at 
Purdue University in 1909 and is now located at  Texarkana, Texas; Martin J., 
who is teller in the First National Bank of Danville; Inez E., a sophomore at 
De Pauw University, Greencastle, Indiana; and Howard L., a student in the 
high school at Danville. 

Mr. Gass is one of the leading members and a trustee of Kimber Methodist 
Episcopal church. He  is prominently identified with the Masonic fraternity, 
having attained the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite; for two years he 
was master of Olive Branch Lodge, No. 38, A. F. & A. M., and has presided 
over all the Masonic bodies up to the eighteenth degree. He is also a mem- 
ber of the Knights of Pythias, belonging to Damascus Lodge, No. 84, and is 
past grand chancellor of the state of Illinois, having filled that office in 1906-7. 
He likewise belongs to the Modern Woodmen of America and to the Tribe of 
Ben Hur. In early manhood he joined the National Guards, becoming a private 
in 1875, and when mustered out, in 1883, was serving as adjutant of his regi- 
ment with the rank of captain. I n  I@, however, he again entered the service, 
becoming quartermaster of the Fourth Brigade with the rank of major and is 
now deputy commissary general of the state of Illinois with the rank of Colonel, 
serving on the staff of Major Genera1 E. C. Young, commanding the Illinois 
National Guard. H e  was on riot duty in 1876-77 and again in 1879 during 

I the railroad riots of that year and 1881. After his reenlistment he was on duty 
during the race riot at Springfield, Illinois, in Auwst, 1908. 
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Since old enough to vote Mr. Gass has taken an  active interest in political 
affairs and was prominent during the sound money campaign that resulted in 
the endorsement by the state of Illinois of Major McKinley on a hard money 
platform in 1896, the state being carried by the largest majority ever cast for 
a presidential candidate in Illinois. In 1902 Mr. Gass was elected president 
of the board of education in Danville and has been successively reelected to 
that office for nine terms, eight times without opposition. H e  takes a great 
interest in educational affairs and has done all in his power to  promote the 
efficiency of the schools of Danville. His public and private life have alike 
been above reproach and he well deserves the confidence and high regard in 
which he is uniformly held. His business career has been characterized by 
honorable dealings and he today occupies a most enviable position in commer- 
cial, political and military circles. 

ISAAC N. BYERLY. 

Among the residents of Catlin whose we11 directed energies and intelligently 
applied labors in former years now make it possible for them to live in honor- 
able retirement, enjoying well earned rest without recourse to further business 
activity, is Isaac N. Byerly. A native of Putnam county, Indiana, he was born 
on the 8th of October, 1844 a son of K. F. and Mary Byerly, natives of South 
Carolina. Both went with their parents to Indiana at an early date, and after 
their marriage in that state took up their abode in Vermilion county, Illinois. 
Mrs. Byerly later passed away near Bushnell, this state, leaving besides her 
husband five children to mourn her loss. After the death of his first wife K. F. 
Byerly returned with his family to Indiana, where he was again married. Prior 
to the Civil war he again took up his residence in Vermilion county, Illinois, 
and died on the farm which he had purchased and upon which his remaining 
days were spent. By his second union were born seven children. 

Isaac N. Byerly spent the period of his boyhood and youth in his father's 
home, acquiring his education in the common schools, and in the work of the 
farm he early took an important part, becoming familiar with all the tasks that 
fall to the lot of the country lad. He remained with his father until twenty- 
one years of age, when he went to Putnam county, Indiana, and resided with 
a n  aunt for two years, or  until his marriage, when he returned to Vermilion 
county and entered business on his own account, taking up agricultural pur- 
suits upon a rented farm which he continued to operate for six years. Then 
feeling that his carefully saved earnings justified such a step, he purchased a 
tract of eighty acres situated in Catlin township and began the cultivation and 
development of a farm of his own. For twenty-three years he remained upon 
that place, devoting his energies to general farming, and in the meantime in- 
troduced many improvements, including modern machinery for facilitating the 
work of the farm. H e  employed up-to-date and business like methods in the 
conduct of his enterprise, was energetic, industrious and persevering, and as the 
years went by his close application and wise management were resultant forces 
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in the building up of a success which now enables him to  live retired from 
active life. Although he still owns his farm of eighty acres, he now makes his 
home in Catlin, where he owns a fine residence and where he is enjoying the 
benefits of a comfortable competency which has come as the deserved reward 
of many years of earnest endeavor. 

On the 7th of October, 1869, Mr. Byerly was united in marriage to Miss 
Dicie Goff, who was born in Indiana and is daughter of Robert and Elizabeth 
(Gamer) Goff, both natives of Indiana, where they still reside on the old home- 
stead farm. Their family consists of twelve children, which number includes 
Mrs. Byerly, who by her marriage became the mother of eight children, as 
follows : two who passed away in infancy: Charles F., a resident of Catlin; 
R. K., of whom mention is made on another page in this volume; Elizabeth, the 
wife of John Smoot, of Vermilion county; Bertie, who married Thomas Bur- 
roughs, also of this country; and Grace and Nellie, yet at  home. 

The family hold membership in the Christian church of Catlin and occupy 
a prominent place in the social circles in which they move, the cordial hospitality 
of their home being enjoyed by a large number of friends. Mr. Byerly holds 
membership in the Modern Woodmen camp at Catlin, and in politics gives 
stanch support to  the principles of the prohibition party, although he has never 
sought nor desired office. H e  is a strong advocate, however, of reform, pro- 
gress and improvement, and for several years served as school director, the 
cause of education finding in him a warm friend. Since taking up his abode 
in Catlin he has become deepIy interested in the public welfare of the village 
and exerts his influence in every way possible for its development and upbuild- 
ing. H e  occupies a prominent position in the community, which is due not so 
much to the success which he has attained along material lines as to his many 
excellent characteristics. 

CHARLES SHEAN. 

Charles Shean, deceased, was for many years one of the most enterprising 
and progressive business men of Danville, but at the time of his death was liv- 
ing retired in the enjoyment of a well earned rest. H e  was born in bVisconsin, 
October 20, 1850, and was a son of John Shean, who was engaged in the meat 
business in La Salle, Illinois, after coming to this state. Our subject was a 
mere lad on the removal of his parents to La Salle, where he continued to make 
his home until reaching manhood. He  then removed to Mattoon, Illinois, where 
he was engaged in the bottling of mineral waters. While a resident of that 
city he was married in 1874 to Miss Emma White, a daughter of Durant White, 
of Mattoon, but she lost both parents when quite young. To Mr. and Mrs. 
Shean were born four children, namely, William, Charles, Mrs. Samuel Brace- 
well and Mrs. Clarence Allison. 

The year following his marriage, in 1875, Mr. Shean removed to Danville 
and here purchased a bottling factory, and through hard work and close atten- 
tion to business he built up an excellent trade. He met with more than ordinary 
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success in his undertakings and became the possessor of considerable valuable 
property, including several residences and business blocks. About eight years 
prior to his death he retired from the bottling business and gave his entire time 
and attention to looking after his invested interests. He  handled a large amount 
of real estate and in this way added materially to his income. At one time he 
bought a beautiful tract of suburban property on the Perry-sville road, where 
he lived for a number of years, and later built a house at 416 South street, 
where he t w k  up his abode just seven weeks before he passed away on the 7th 
of June, 1906. 

The democratic party always found in him a stanch supporter of its prin- 
ciples and in religious faith he was a devout Catholic. On starting out in life 
for himself he was in limited circumstances, but through his industry, enter- 
prise and perseverance steadily worked his way upward until he occupied a 
position of affluence and was regarded as one of the leading men of Danville. 

J. H. M. CLINCH, M. D. 

Dr. J. H .  M. Clinch, who for twelve years has engaged in the practice of 
medicine and surgery in Danville and has long since become well established 
in his chosen profession, was born in Georgia, December 25, 1861. His grand- 
father, General D. L. Clinch, of the United States Army, fought in the Mexi- 
can and Indian wars. The father, Duncan L. Clinch, also a native of Georgia, 
sewed as a colonel in the Confederate army. His wife bore the maiden name 
of Susan A. Hopkins and was also born in Georgia. 

Dr. Clinch pursued his early education in Philadelphia, afterward attended 
Cheltenham Academy and was later graduated from the Philadelphia College 
of Pharmacy. In preparation for the practice of medicine he entered the medi- 
cal department of the University of Oregon, completing the course with the 
class of 1896. He then located for practice in Huntington, Oregon, where he 
remained for two years, and in 1898 came to Danville, where he has since con- 
tinued in general practice. Each year has chronicled a growth in his patronage 
for he has given proof of his skill and ability in the excellent results which 
have followed his labors. He  keeps abreast with the advancement being made 
in the profession and while he is never hasty in discarding the old and time 
tried methods of practice, the value of which has been proven, he yet readily 
takes up with new methods and ideas which his jud,ment sanctions as wortb 
while. 

Dr. Clinch was married in Danville, in ~ g o r ,  to Miss Edna \Vilber, a native 
of this city and a daughter of Peter Wilber, an old and highly respected citizen 
who has served as justice of the peace here. Her mother, Mrs. Mary Frances 
(Fuller) Wilber, is a native of this county. Unto Dr. and Mrs. Clinch has been 
born a son, J. H. M., Jr.. whose birth occurred in August, 1902. Dr. Clinch 
is well known in the fraternal societies of Danville, holding membership in the 
Masonic Lodge, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights 
of Pythias. Along strictly professional lines he is connected with the Ver- 
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milion County Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association, and thus keeps abreast with the profession in 
all that it is doing to annihilate disease and do away with conditions that are a 
menace to health. H e  conforms closely to the highest standard of commercial 
ethics and is most conscientious in the performance of his piofessional duties. 

CHARLES HILLMAN. 

Charles Hillman, the owner of a valuable farm in Vermilion county and a 
soldier of the Civil war now living retired, was born ,in Montreal, Canada 
March 8, 1840. H e  is a son of Edward and Hannah Hillman, the latter a native 
of Scotland and the former of England. The father went to  Canada with his 
parents when he was quite young and in later life took up his residence in New 
York state, where he died. The subject of this review was left .an orphan by 
the death of his mother when he was nine years of age, at  that time going to  
live with a farmer who treated him so unkindly that a t  thirteen he ran away 
and sought employment under more favorable conditions. Owing to the various 
fluctuations which took place while he was growing up, he had little opportunity 
for such training, but, being a man of intelligent observation and a reader of 
good literature, he years ago overcame this handicap. At sixteen he secured 
a position in a lumber camp in Canada, where he continued for a short time, 
when he came to St. Joseph, Illinois, remaining there about a year and then 
taking up his residence at Pilot Grove. 

Soon after the breaking out of the Civil war Mr. Hillman enlisted in Com- 
pany I, Thirty-fifth Illinois Infantry, and after being sent to  the front partici- 

, pated in a number of the great battles, among them that of Stone River, Perry- 
ville and Chickamauga. At  the last named place he was shot through the left 
thigh and was confined to the hospital from September, 1863, until September, 
1864, which was the expiration of his term of enlistment. However, although 
he had suffered great pain from an extremely dangerous wound, no sooner did 
he recover than on January I, 1865, he again enlisted, serving in Company K, 
One Hundred and Fiftieth Illinois Infantry. With this regiment he saw more 
favorable service in Georgia and Tennessee, and he was always a gallant and 
true soldier, continuing in the army until after the close of the war and receiv- 
ing his final discharge February I, 1866. H e  entered the army as a private and 
was promoted on account of efficiency to the rank of first sergeant and later 
was made second lieutenant. H e  has two honorable discharges from the army, 
which he holds as valuable mementos of years of faithful and meritorious ser- 
vice in behalf of the stars and stripes. After his final discharge Mr. Hillman 
returned to Vermilion county and began operating a farm of eighty acres, which 
he had acquired previously. After making a number of improvements he traded 
this farm for a part of the farm which he now owns and which includes two 
hundred and two and one-half acres of land under a high state of cultivation. 
H e  also is the owner of a comfortable residence in Oakwood and of several 
other properties in the township. For the last fifteen years he has been living 
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retired in the enj0ymen.t of the well earned results of many years of applica- 
tion. 

On October 8, 1867, Mr. Hillman was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
A. Hilliary, a native of this state, who was born in Danville township, this 
county, March IS, 1849. She was a daughter of George and Sarah 0. (Freese) 
Hilliary, who were of German descent and were married in Ohio but at an early 
day removed to Illinois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Hillman were born four children: 
Edward J., of Vermilion county; Bertha A., now living at home; George F., 
who received a college education and is living in Oklahoma; and Mary E,, the 
wife of James A. Gutteridge, of Danville, Mrs. Hillman was called from earthly 
cares February 21, 1898, and on June I, 1899, Mr. Hillman was married to 
Miss Elizabeth O a k w d ,  who is a daughter of Samuel and Priscilla Oakwood 
and was born in Oakwood township, this county, October 3, 1844. Mr. Hillrnan 
was again called upon to mourn the departure of a loving companion when on 
March 6, 1909, at the age of sixty-four years, his faithful wife was summoned 
to the unseen world. She was a member of the Methodist Episcopal church 
and always endeavored to discharge her duties according to the teachings which 
that church represents. 

Mr. Hillman is also a member of the church and for many years has served 
upon its board of trustees at O a k w d .  Politically he is identified with the 
republican party but has not been bound strictly by its platform, as he is a man of 
liberal views who is able to  perceive good traits in men who may not entirely 
agree with his own ideas. H e  has never sought office but has served most ac- 
ceptably as commissioner of highways and for twelve years as a member of 
the school board, and in his various duties as an officer of the church and as a 
citizen has always shown an interest and ability which have made him a valued 
member of the community. 

HERMAN MANTEUFEL. 

Herman Manteufel, who is now successfully engaged in the bakery business 
in Danville, was born in Hessen-Nassau, Germany, on the 10th of May, 1869, 
and comes of an old and honored German family, his parents being Louis and 
Hermina (Poppe) Manteufel. I t  was in 1878 that the parents brought their 
family to  the United States and settled in Indiana, where the father continued 
to make his home until called to his final rest on the 3d of April, 195. The 
mother is still living. 

Herman Manteufel was only about nine years of age on the emigration of 
the family to the new world and in the public schools of Lake county, Indiana, 
he obtained his literary education. H e  was reared upon a farm but after leav- 
ing school, in 1885, went to Chicago, where he learned the baker's trade. On 
the 19th of January, 1903, he came to Danville and entered the employ of H. 
Linne, a baker, but at the end of a year became a partner in the business, which 
they carried on together until 1908. During that year Mr. Manteufel opened 
an establishment of his own at No. 863-65 East Fairchild street, where he is 
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now located. On  beginning business alone he used only about a barrel and a 
half of flour per day, but his trade has so rapidly increased that now he averages 
eight barrels per day and furnishes employment to from seven to ten people. 
The excellence of his product has insured him a good trade and, being a man 
of sound judgment and good business ability, he is meeting with most excellent 
success. 

On the 23th of November, 1889, Mr. hfanteufel was married in Danville 
to Miss Margaret Hosh, a daughter of Andrew and Marie (Koch) Hosh, who 
for the past fifty years have made their home in this city and are numbered 
among its honored residents. Mr. and Mrs. Manteufel now have a little daugh- 
ter, Esther, who was born in Danville, June 26, 1 9 1 .  They hoid membership 
in the German Methodist Episcopal church and hlr. hIanteufel is an active 
worker in the ranks of the republican party but has never cared for the honors 
or  emoluments af public office. He has, however, served as school director in 
the Germantown district for three years, from 1906 to 1908 inclusive. Fraternally 
he is a member of the Court of Honor. Home-loving and charitable, he has 
made a host of friends since coming to Danville and has become one of the sub- 
stantial and prosperous business men of the city, whose success is due entirely 
to his own industry, perseverance and good management. 

GEORGE W. NEGLEY 

George W. Negley, at the head of the Star Lumber Company, is deserving 
of prominent mention among the leading business men of Danville. H e  was 
born in Marion county, Indiana, on the 10th of August, 1844, his parents being 
George H. and Elizabeth (Ludwig) Negley, whose ancestors were of German 
origin. The Negley family was founded in Pennsylvania at an early day. The 
father, whose death occurred in 1848, was a minister of the Methodist church 
and traveled from village to village preaching the gospel in those early days. 

In his family were the following children: Peter L., who is now a farmer 
and stock-raiser of Marion county, Indiana, served his country in the Civil war, 
commanding Company K, Fifty-second Indiana Volunteer Infantry. David 
D. was captain of Company C, One Hundred and Twenty-fourth Indiana 
Regiment, and for some time was a prisoner at  Andersonville, being taken at 
the evacuation of Tennessee through the failure of General Schofield to re- 
lieve his officers. He is now a resident of Brightwood, Indiana, and is living 
retired. I t  was owing to the brilliant speech that he made that General Lew 
Wallace instead of General Harrison was given the state monument at Wash- 
ington. John W., who now lives on the old home farm in Marion county, In- 
diana, was also one of the boys in blue and was taken prisoner with his brother 
David. Harriet H., the eldest of the family, is now the wife of Dr. Spees and 
a resident of Indianapolis. Mary is the widow of David Askrem, who was 
well and favorably known as a resident of Bellefontaine, Ohio. Martha is the 
widow of Thomas Stevenson and a resident of Denver, Colorado. Elizabeth, 
who was for fifteen years engaged in school teaching, is now deceased. Sarah 
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is the wife of A. J. McClain, a merchant of Indianapolis. George W. of this 
review, is seventh in order of birth. 

Reared in what was then a frontier settlement, George W. Negley's edu- 
cational advantages were somewhat meager, and he was only able to attend 
school about three months in the year and then had to walk a distance of two 
or three miles. His boyhood and youth were passed upon the farm, but not 
desiring to engage in agricultural pursuits he turned his attention to the lumber 
business after leaving school and in 1892 he came to Danville, where he has 
since operated a sawmill and engaged in the lumber business under the name 
of the Star Lumber Company. A man of good ability and enterprise and of 
unquestioned business integrity, he enjoys in an unusual degree the confidence 
and good will of his fellow citizens. 

It was in Indianapolis, Indiana, in 1882, that Mr. Negley was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Harriet Lee, a native of Ohio. Her parents were JVilliam and 
Mary A. (Teegardner) Lee, the former of English descent and the latter of 
Scotch ancestry. From Virginia they removed to Indiana, locating on the state 
line between Indiana and Ohio. thirty-five miles from Cincinnati. Both died 
in the Hoosier state. Of their family of eight children only one son and two 
daughters are still living. The father was a highly educated man, respected 
by all who knew him. 

Mr. and Mrs. Negley are constant and faithful members of the First Pres- 
byterian church and he is also identified with the Masonic order, belonging to 
lodge No. 56 at Frankfort, Indiana. Since casting his first presidential vote 
for Abraham Lincoln. he has been a stanch supporter of the republican party 
and an active worker in its ranks, although he bas never been an  aspirant for 
office. He is a believer in pure and clean politics and never withholds his sup- 
port from any enterprise which he believes will advance the moral, intellectual 
or material welfare of his city and county. 

CHARLES A. TARPENIXG. 

Charles A. Tarpening has for sixteen years been identified with the business 
interests of Danville, where he is now representing the Terre Haute Brewing 
Company. He  was born in Union county, Ohio, on the 17th of March, 1870, 
his parents being Aaron A. and Emma (klrebster) Tarpening, both of whom 
were of Scotch-Irish descent. The father's ancestors on coming to America 
settled in northern New York and the mother's ancestors also became residents 
of the Empire state. Both parents are still living and now make their home 
in Whitley county, Indiana. For some years the father, however, was engaged 
in the manufacture of tile in Wabash county, that state. 

During his boyhood Charles A. Tarpening attended the public schools of 
hiorth Manchester, Indiana, and also pursued a course in the business 
college at  that place. On the completion of his education he entered 
the employ of the Jung Brewing Company of Cincinnati in a clerical ca- 
pacity, keeping their books for a period of eighteen months. In  1@4, he was 
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appointed agent a t  Alexandria, Indiana, for the Terre Haute Brewing Corn- 
pany. This position he filled until 1900 and was then transferred to DanvilIe, 
where he has since had charge of their business which, under his able manage- 
ment, has increased fourfold. He  is a very energetic and progressive busi- 
ness man and to all these qualities and his untiring industry may be attributed 
his success. 

Mr. Tarpening was married in Alexandria on the 24th of November, 1895, 
to Miss Rettie Lee, whose family settled in Virginia on coming to America. 
However, her father, William Lee, was a native of Portland, Indiana, and in 
that state her parents both reside. Mr. and Mrs. Tarpening have one child, 
Bessie, who was born in Portland on the 2d of May, 1900. Mr. Tarpening 
affiliates with the Eagles and the Commercial Association of Danville and usu- 
ally gives his allegiance to the republican party, though at local elections he 
votes independent of party lines. For ten years he has now been a resident 
of Danville and during that time has taken an active and commendable inter- 
est in the welfare of his adopted city. 

EVAN J. JONES. 

Evan J. Jones is the owner of an excellent farm of one hundred and twenty 
acres situated on section 22, Catlin township, and his time and energies are 
now given in an undivided manner to the further development and improvement 
of this property. A native of Wales, he was born October 16, 1856, and is a 
son of Thomas and Mary (.Clark) Jones, who were also natives of the same 
little rock-ribbed country. They remained residents of Wales until 1868, when 
the favorable reports which reached them concerning America and her oppor- 
tunities led them to cross the Atlantic to the new world. They first located in 
Ohio, where they resided for about three years, and in 1871 came to Vermilion 
county, Illinois, taking up their abode in Catlin township. After a year they 
removed to Danville, where they lived for one year, and in 1874 they took up 
their abode upon the farm which is now occupied by their son Evan, the father 
purchasing forty acres. H e  continued to cultivate his fields there until his life's 
labors were ended in death in 1875. H e  left a widow and seven children, Mrs. 
Jones surviving him until 1907, when she passed away at the venerable age of 
eighty-two years. 

In the county schools of his native country Evan J. Jones pursued his educa- 
tion. He was a youth of twelve years when he came with his parents to the 
United States and here for  a time he again attended school. H e  has lived con- 
tinuously in Vermilion county for thirty-nine years and has a wide and favorable 
acquaintance. At the time of the father's death, which occurred when the son 
was but nineteen years of age, he took charge of the h m e  farm and has oc- 
cupied it continuously since. During his early life, however, he followed coal 
mining. After managing the farm for some time he purchased the property 
with the capital which he had wisely and economically saved from his earnings 
and has further extended the boundaries of the place until it now comprises 
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one hundred and twenty acres on section 22, Catlin township. His fields are 
highly cultivated and, in addition to raising the cereals best adapted to the soil 
and climatic conditions here, he also makes a specialty of raising and breeding 
full Hooded Poland China hogs. 

Mr. Jones has filled the office of school director and the cause of education 
finds in him a stalwart champion. His labors are effective and far-reaching. 
His political allegiance is given to the republican party. He  is truly a self- 
made man and one whose labors are effective forces in business. \Vithout 
any outside aid or influence he has worked diligently and persistently and has 
k h e  recognized as one of the men of affluence in Catlin township. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN SOMERS. 

Abraham Lincoln Somers, cashier of the First National Bank of West- 
ville, which position he has occupied since the organization of the bank, -- 
born in Terre Haute, Indiana, in 1872, a son of Moses and Phoebe Somers. 
The father died in 18g1 and the mother is now a resident of Westville, Illinois. 
The education of A. L. Somers was acquired in the public schools of his native 
city and the desire of becoming independent and providing for his own sup- 
port led him at the age of eighteen years to secure work in the coal mines. He 
remained in his native county until 1897, when he came to Vermilion county 
with his mother and sisters. Here again he was employed in the mines for 
about five years or until 1902, when he was elected to the position of tax col- 
lector, serving for a term of three years, his reelection being proof of his 
capability, loyalty and the confidence reposed in him by his fellow townsmen. 

While still acting in that capacity Mr. Somers was called to the cashier- 
ship of the First National Bank of Westville upon its organization in 1904. 
He has been the only incumbent in this office and the success of the bank is 
attributable in no small measure to his efforts and ability. H e  is an obliging 
official, courteous in his treatment of the patrons of the bank and at the same 
time watchful of the interests of the institution .which he serves. The bank 
was capitalized for tweaty-five thousand dollars and its capital and surplus 
now amounts -to twenty-nine thousand eight hundred dollars. Its officers are 
0. P. Clark, president; J. F. Haworth, vice president; and A. L. Somers, cashier. 
These gentlemen, together with L. J. Blary and T. H. Spang, constitute the 
board of directors. The record of the bank, as shown by the report of the 
comptroller of currency, is most satisfactory. The business has been developed 
upon the platform of "safety first, liberality next," both of which are essential 
to successful banking. 

In 1902 Mr. Somers was united in marriage to Miss Isabel Courtney, of 
Indiana, and they have four children: Elizabeth, John, Paul and Dorothy. Mr. 
Somers is prominent in several fraternal organizations, holding membership 
with the Masons, the Knights of Pythias and the Red Men. H e  is a man of 
engaging social qualities, which win him friends, and he ranks prominently in 
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business circles. His position is attributable entirely to his own labors and he 
deserves much credit for what he accomplished, for he started out upon a humble 
financial plane. H e  has since closely studied the business situations with which 
he has been connected, has improved his opportunities and upon the sure found- 
ation of industry and close application has builded his advancement. 

JAMES T. CARPENTER. 

James T. Carpenter, one of the active and successful business men of Oak- 
wood, is a native of England born in Devonshire, January 12, 1864. H e  comes 
of sturdy stock and is a son of Thomas and Mary (Shepard) Carpenter, also 
natives of Devonshire, the former of whon departed this life at the old home 
in October, 1872, when our subject was eight years of age. In 1883 James T. 
Carpenter came with his mother to America and first settled at Elliott, Ford 
county, Illinois, where his mother is now living at the advanced age of eighty- 
two years. She had ten children, five of whom are living: William J., of Mich- 
igan; George, who resides with his mother in Ford county; James T.; Albert 
E., a resident of North Dakota; and Mary A., the wife of C. Payne living in 
Iowa. 

The subject of this review was educated in the schools of England and grew 
up under the care of his mother. He was nineteen years of age when he came 
to  America and he found employment on a farm in Ford county, Illinois. After 
working for wages for five years he was enabled to rent land and engage in 
fanning for himself to good advantage 2nd continued for several years in Ford 
county, during which he accumulated a modest capital that enabled him to start 
upon a farm of his own near Oakwood. This farm he has since operated 
and greatly improved, but he has not devoted his entire time to agriculture. 
By application and study he became a steam engineer and for the past six 
years has devoted a part of his time to that line. He is interested in coal min- 
ing in this county, owns a farm of one hundred and sixty acres in North Dakota, 
and has also laid out Carpenter's First Addition to the village of Oakwood, 
consisting of four and one-half acres, from which he has already sold a goodly 
portion. His various business ventures have proven successful and he is now 
living in a handsome residence of which he is the owner. 

On December 19, 1889, Mr. Carpenter was united in marriage to il/Iiss Emma 
J. Green, a daughter of David W. and Augusta (Haynes) Green, a sketch of 
whom appears elsewhere in this work. Of the children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Green seven are now living: Herbert, a farmer of Gibson City, Illinois; John, 
in the service of the United States government in Cuba; Melvina, the widow 
of Jacob Carr, of Carthage, Missouri; Victoria, the wife of C. T. Baxter, of 
Winfield, Kansas; Emma, the wife of J. T. Carpenter, of Vermilion county; 
Wilbert G., a farmer of this county; and Emmett H., of Danville, Illinois. Three 
children have been born to Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter: Elmer C., born September 
zo, I-, is a graduate of the Oakwood high school and also of a business college 
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at Danville; Lester Harold who was born February 18, 1892, died at the age 
of fourteen months; and the third child died in infancy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Carpenter are active members of the Methodist Episcopal 
church of Oakwood and earnest workers in its various causes. He has been 
for many years affiliated with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and be- 
longs to Lodge No. 564 of Oakwood; Oakwood Encampment, No. 194, and 
Canton Danville, No. 11,  Patriarchs Militant. H e  has devoted a great deal of 
time to the study oi the principles of Odd Fellowship and has passed through 
all of the chairs of both named lodges and is a t  present captain of the drill 
corps of Canton Danville Lodge. H e  is considered by his brethren as being 
one of the best informed members upon all matters pertaining to the order that 
can be found in Vermilion county. 

Mr. Carpenter is essentially a self-made man. Starting as a poor boy, he 
has climbed financially from the bottom of the ladder and has attained a posi- 
tion of independence, which should be a controlling desire in the mind of every 
young man. Having gained a place of responsibility by his own efforts, he is 
always ready and willing to extend a helping hand to every worthy aspirant 
and it is safe to say that no man in his part of the county bas a greater number 
of true friends than the subject of this review. A man of pleasing address, 
wide-awake to the advancing spirit of the times and fully alive to the importance 
of making the best use of each day as it comes, Mr. Carpenter is a true repre- 
sentative of the opening decade of the twentieth century and a man whose use- 
fulness apparently will be limited only by the opportunities by which he is sur- 
rounded. 

R. L. HATFIELD, &I. D. .. 

Among the younger members of the medical fraternity in DanviIle is num- 
bered Dr. R. L. Hatfield, whose laudable ambition and well developed skill have 
brought him to a prominent place in the ranks of the medical fraternity here. 
One of Ohio's native sons, he was born in Piqua on the 20th of June, 1879. 
His father, T. P. Hatfield, was a native of Miami county, Ohio, where he still 
resides, following the occupation of farming. He married Catherine LeFevre, 
also a native of Ohio. 

In the public schools of his native city Dr. Hatfield pursued his early educa- 
tion and when he completed his literary course devoted one year to the study 
of medicine in a physician's office in that city. Later he entered the Chicago 
Medical College, in which he pursued a four years' course, being graduated 
with the class of 1903. For a year and a half he was house physician and 
surgeon at the Cook County Hospital of Chicago and added to his theoretical 
training the broad practical experience of hospital practice. In 1905 he came 
to Danville where he has since specialized in the treatment of diseases of women 
and in surgical practice. H e  has been accorded a liberal patronage and his 
skill and ability are evidenced in the excellent results which have followed his 
labors. Anything that tends to bring to man the key to the complex mystery 
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which we call life receives his earnest attention and consideration. He readily 
takes up any new idea which he believes will prove of practical value in the 
profession, yet is not quick to discard the old and time-tried remedial agencies 
the value of which has long been proven. 

On the 26th of November, 1906, Dr. Hatfield was united in marriage to 
Miss Helen Webster, and has one daughter, Catherine. His fraternal relations 
are with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias 
and the Masons, and these organizations find him an exemplary representative, 
loyal to their teachings and interests. Both Dr. and Mrs. Hatfield occupy a 
prominent position socially and have many friends in Danville, their many good 
qualities commending them to the confidence, good will and friendship of all 
with whom they come in contact. I n  strictly professional lines Dr. Hatfield is 
connected with the Vermilion County Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical 
Society, the American Medical Association and the Physicians Club, and in the 
interchange of thought and interests in those organizations and in the dis- 
cussion of vital questions relative to health, he gains much valuable knowledge 
and thus promotes his efficiency in his chosen field. 

ROSS PHILLIPS. 

Ross Phillips, whose identification with the business interests of Danville 
dates back from the time when he entered upon his business career, is today a 
member of the well known firm of Phillips Brothers, prominent grocery men 
of this city, now located at  No. 902 North Vermilion street. His entire life 
has been passed in Vermilion county, for he was born in Bismarck, October 
7, 1875, and is a son of Obadiah and Martha (Kidwell) Phillips, both of whom 
are still living. The father, who is also a native of Vermilion county, has 
for the past two years acceptably served as overseer of the poor. The mother 
is a native of Virginia and belongs to an old Virginia family. 

During his boyhood Ross Phillips pursued his studies in the public schools 
of Danville and, having acquired a good practical education, he began clerking, 
being employed for about six years in several of the leading retail grocery stores 
of the city. In 1900 he embarked in business on his own account as a member 
of the firm of Phillips Brothers, opening a retail grocery establishment at  No. 
721 North Vermilion street. They have since moved to their present location 
and have built up an excellent trade, doing an annual business of about forty 
thousand dollars. Theirs is one of the leading establisl~ments of the kind in the 
city and the stock which they carry insures the continuance of the patrons who 
have already come to them. 

Ross Phillips was married in Cassopolis, Michigan, on the 8th of August, 
I@, to Miss Nellie Jones, a native of that place and a daughter of William J. 
and Clara D. Jones, who are old residents of Michigan. This union has been 
blessed by two children: Donald and Virginia Margaret. 

By his ballot Mr. Phillips supports the men and measures of the republican 
party but has never cared to enter into political life, preferring to devote his 
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entire time and attention to his home and business interests. H e  is a worthy 
memkr of the Immanuel Presbyterian church and also belongs to the Modern 
Woodmen of America, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the 
National protective Legion. He is senior vice commander of the Spanish War 
Veterans, having taken part in the war with Spain as a member of Battery A, 
Illinois National Guard and was stationed at Porto Rico for five months. He 
is one of Danville's popular and representative citizens and in business circles 
has made for himself an enviable position. 

WALTER CHARLES LINDLEY. 

Walter Charles Lindley, who although still a young man has already at- 
tained an enviable position at the bar of Vermilion county and is now success- 
fully engaged in practice in Danville, is one of Illinois' native sons, his birth 
occurring in Big Spring township, Shelby county, July 12, 1880. His father, 
Alfred W. Lindley, was born in 1856 and was a son of Osmond Lindley and 
grandson of James Lindley, who came to this state from Guilford Court House, 
North Carolina, about 1827, and the family has since been prominently identified 
with the development and progress of Illinois. The father has become promi- 
nent in financial circles and is today the president of the Neoga National Bank 
and a director and formerly president of the First National Bank of Chrisman, 
Illinois. He married Miss Irena Carey, who was born in 1858 and belongs to 
a good old Quaker family, which originally settled in Rhode Island and from 
there removed southward to New Jersey and later to North Carolina, where they 
resided for many years at Washington Court House. About 1820 her grand- 
father and her father, Elias Carey, came north and settled in Highland county, 
Ohio, but later removed to Cincinnati and from there to Marion, Indiana. Sub- 
sequently the family became residents of Shelby county, Illinois. 

Walter C. Lindley acquired his early education in the public schools and in 
1897 was graduated from the high school of Neoga, Cumberland county, after 
which he entered the University of Illinois, attending the College of Literature 
and Arts, from which he received the degree of A. B. in 191. He next at. 
tended the College of Law of the same institution and in 1904 was granted 
the LL. B. degree, standing at the head of his class in the College of Law and 
second highest in a class of two hundred and fifty in the entire university. 
While an undergraduate he was assistant editor and when in his senior year 
managing editor of The Illini, the daily newspaper published at the university. 
From 1901 to 1904 Mr. Lindley taught English in the academy of the same 
institution, at the same time studying law, being graduated on the 12th of June 
of the latter year. H e  passed the state bar examination on the 30th of the 
same month and on the 1st of July, 1904, began practice in Danville. H e  was 
in the employ of the firm of Penwell & Lindley until January I, 1906, when he 
became a member of the firm of Lindley, Penwell & Lindley, which is still in 
existence. Since his admission to the bar he has given his undivided attention 
to his professional duties and has practiced in both the state and federal courts. 
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A young man of unusual ability and perseverance, he has met with marked 
success in his chosen calling and today ranks among the leading lawyers of 
Danville. H e  is also a member of the advisory committee of the College of 
Law to the board of trustees of the University of Illinois. He has never allowed 
anything to interfere with his professional duties and has been constantly en- 
gaged in the trial of cases. 

By birthright Mr. Lindley was a member of the Friends church but on his 
removal from the community of that denomination he joined the Presbyterian 
church, with which he is now connected. At college he was a member of the 
honorary literary fraternity of Phi Beta Kappa; the honorary law fraternity 
of Theta Kappa Nu; the professional fraternity of Phi Delta Phi; and the 
college fraternity of Phi Gamma Delta, besides other societies of a literary and 
legal character. He is now a member of the Industrial Club of Danville and 
also the Danville Golf Club, and belongs to the Masonic order, the Knights of 
Pythias, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Modern Wood- 
men of America. By his ballot Mr. Lindley supports the men and measures 
of the republican party, taking that interest in politics which he deems to be 
the duty of every good citizen, and he was actively identified with the cam- 
paigns of 1904, 1906 and 1908 as a speaker in behalf of the republican candi- 
dates, including Roosevelt, Taft, Cannon and Deneen. In 1908 he was treasurer 
of the republican c ~ u n t y  central committee for Vermilion county. In connection 
with his profession he has become a prominent member of the State Ear Asso- 
ciation, the Vermilion Couety Bar Asscciation and the Commercial Law League 
of America, having served on speciai committees of the national organization, 
preparing and presenting to the national conventions of 1908 and 1909 special 
articles on subjects connected with the purpose of the league. He is much in 
demand as a public speaker and has a forceful and convincing manner of ad- 
dress. He is a young man of attractive social qualities, which render him popu- 
lar while his laudable ambition augurs well for a successful future. 

BERTHA E. TAYLOR. 

On the roster of Westville officials appears the name of Bertha E. Taylor 
who, although but twenty-one years of age, is the efficient postmistress of the 
town in which her birth occurred on the 23d of January, 1889. Her parents 
were Dr. B. and Viola I. (Padgitt) Taylor, and in their home she spent the 
years of her girlhood, attending the public schools in the acquirement of her 
early education. Later she became a pupil in the Danville high school, after 
leaving the Washington school. 

Upon putting aside her text-books Miss Taylor accepted a position as as- 
sistant in the Westville post office, continuing in that capacity for two years, 
and that her service in that connection was both faithful and acceptable is in- 
dicated by the fact that on the 1st of June, 1910, she was appointed to the ofice 
of postmistress. She possesses a bright, quick mind which has enabled her to 
readily comprehend and master the duties which devolve upon her in her offi- 
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cial capacity, in the execution of which she has displayed notable ability, proapt- 
ness and loyalty. Although but twenty-one years of age when she became the 
head of the mail service of Westville, the efiiciency with which she has per- 
formed the duties of the office has gained her the commendation of all con- 
cerned and her official record is a most creditable one. 

Miss Taylor has spent almost her entire life in the town which now num- 
bers her among its residents, and she is therefore well acquainted throughout 
the community. She is popular among a large circle of friends because of her 
many engaging qualities and her ability both as a vocal and instrumental musi- 
cian is well known, a fact which, combined with her pleasing personality, makes 
her ever welcome in the social circles in which she moves. 

WILLIAM PATTERSON. 

LVilliam Patterson, now living retired a t  Oakwood, this county, has seen 
many vicissitudes in the course of a long career and now at that period of life 
when the body seeks rest and the mind reverts to the enlivening scenes of  
earlier days, he is enjoying among friends the repose which should always be 
the reward of a life of usefulness and well directed energy. Mr. Patterson is 
a native of Virginia and was born near Withville, February 11, 1824. H e  is 
the son of James and Sally (Halsey) Patterson, who were both natives of- 
Virginia and lived there all their lives. They were parents of eleven children, 
of whom the subject of our review is the eldest. 

William Patterson was educated in the public schools and continued a t  home 
until twenty-two years of age when he joined in the movement which has re- 
sulted in locating in Illinois the descendants of many of the old families of  
Virginia. Here he sought a permanent location quite a number of years be- 
fore he finally settled. For three years he worked in the coal mines and at 
any other honorable occupation that presented itself. Then he formed a part- 
nership and began farming, but later bought out his partner and operated the 
farm alone for a period of three years. He  next rented another farm, which 
he conducted for ten years, and then bought a tract of land east of Pilot Grove, 
operating it for a short time, when he moved to Danville and after a brief 
stay at that place once more tried his fortune at farming. Finally he returned 
to Danville, where he followed teaming, hauling peaches and apples to Chicago- 
and returning with merchandise. After five years in this line of work he at- 
tained a position where the independence he had so long sought appeared in 
view. He bought a farm in Oakwood township, which he operated until he 
retired in December, 1909, at Oakwood. As the result of many years of earnest 
application he is now the owner of an improved farm of eighty acres and also 
of a comfortable residence in Oakwood, which he acquired by much labor and 
self-denial and therefore appreciates as being the reward of his own efforts, 
and not an unearned gift from another. 

In  1846 Mr. Patterson was united in marriage to  Miss Nancy Patterson, a 
native of Tazewell county, Virginia, and unto them were born nine children,.. 
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six of whom are now living: William, Fanny, John, Bell, Charles G. and Emma. 
His. wife having been called away, Mr. Patterson was married to Susan C. 
Leonard, a native of Smith county, Virginia. Six children were the result of 
this union: Albert, a resident of Vermilion county; Nannie, living at  home; 
Granville; Lilly, teaching school here; Stella and Goldie, both of Vermilion 
county. 

Mr. Patterson ever since reaching his majority has been a supporter of the 
Democratic party, believing it to be the party that best can be trusted with the 
destiny of the state and nation. As the head of a large and growing family 
he has always attempted to perform his duty, extending to his children the op- 
portunities of education which he himself did not possess, and in many ways 
making himself a useful member of the community. He is the possessor of 
many good qualities that have attracted friends and by his straightforward 
course through life he has gained and retained the confidence and respect of 
those with whom he is associated. 

F. A. PERRIGO, M. D. 

Among the prominent representatives of the medical profession, now suc- 
cessfully engaged in practice in Danville, is Dr. F. A. Perrigo, who was born in 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, on the 22d of November, 1867, and is of French descent, 
though the family was founded in New York not many years after the land- 
ing of the Mayflower on the shores of this continent. His paternal great-grand- 
father was a soldier of the Revolutionary war, while his grandfather took up 
arms in the war of 1812. His father, W. H. Perrigo, was one of the pioneers 
of Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where he settled in 1843, and in latter years be- 
came one of the most extensive grain dealers of the west. In his business 
undertakings he met with substantial success, becoming one of the most promi- 
nent and wealthy men of Milwaukee. He  was born in New York state in 1825 
and passed away in 1908. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Mary 
Bergh, was a native of Norway and died in 1883. 

Dr. Perrigo acquired his early education in the public schools of Milwaukee 
and later attended the University of Wisconsin. Having an attack of the western 
fever, he then went west and roughed it on the ranges for seven years, punch- 
ing cattle from Texas to Montana. At the end of that time he returned, satis- 
fied to settle down to a more quiet existence, and took up the study of medicine, 
being graduated from Hahnemann Medical College of Chicago in 1898. Hav- 
ing received his degree, he then came to Danville the same year and has since 
built up an extensive and lucrative practice. He has made a specialty of surgery 
and the diseases of women and is now serving on the surgical staff of St. 
Elizabeth's Hospital. H e  stands high in the esteem of his professional brethren 
and is today a prominent member of the county, state and national medical 
societies. 

In 1903, in Danville, Dr. Perrigo was united in marriage to Miss Florence 
Butts, a native of Ohio and a daughter of George Butts, who was for many 
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years master car builder for the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad and was 
a well known and respected citizen of Danville. Two children blessed this 
union, namely: Robert W., born March 30, 1905; and Florence W., born May 
8, 1908. Fraternally the Doctor is an honored member of the Masonic order, 
in which he has attained to the Knights Templar degree, and also belongs to 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the Knights of Pythias. He 
is always a geniai, courteous gentleman, generous in disposition, and has many 
friends throughout the city. His attention is chiefly concentrated upon his pro- 
fession and he is conscientious in the performance of all his duties. 

WILLIAM D. KUYKENDALL. 

Among the farmers now living in Illinois are some who came from the 
south before the Civil war and have ever since made their homes in this state, 
assisting in the great work of improvement that has brought about such a re- 
markable transformation and placed Illinois near the head of the column as 
one of the wealthiest and most popular states of the Union. Many of the young 
men arriving from the south were not at that time possessed of any abundance 
of this world's goods, but they had great faith and strong arms with which 
to win for themselves a place among strangers and these are two of the most 
important elements in the world when allied with a noble ambition-the am- 
bition to own a home-one of the most inspiring ambitions that can take posses- 
sion of any human being. William D. Kuykendall was among the fortunate 
ones who joined the movement to the rich lands of Vermilion county and here 
many of his dreams have been realized. 

He was born in the western part of Virginia, February 11, 1831, a son of 
Luke and Elizabeth (Welch) Kuykendall, both of good Virginia stock. The 
mother died at her old home but the father was again married and came west 
to Indiana in 1855. moving to Vermilion county a short time afterward, where 
he became identified with farming interests and where he spent his last days. 
He was the father of three children by his first marriage, all of whom are now 
living, and five children by his second marriage, three of whom are living. 

The subject of this review came west with his father and continued with 
him through the earlier years of manhood, but at the age of twenty-five he be- 
gan on his own account upon a rented farm. After acquiring a small capital 
he purchased a farm in Blount township, which he conducted for one year, but 
at the termination of that period he disposed of it and removed to Danville, 
where he en,aaged for eighteen years consecutively in the livery business. H e  
disposed of that business about 1889 and moved upon a farm which his wife 
owned in Middlefork township. Here he has since lived and has erected a 
handsome brick residence and otherwise greatly improved the place, making 
it one of the valuable and highly productive properties in his potion of the 
county. He and his wife are now the owners of more than twelve hundred 
acres of land in Middlefork township. Earlier in life Mr. Kuykendall made 
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Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Haworth has sup 
ported the men and measures of the republican party but has not sought nor 
desired office. Fraternally he is identified with the Masons, the Knights of 
Pythias and the Modern Woodmen of America, while his wife belongs to the 
Eastern Star at Georgetown. He was reared in the Quaker faith and Mrs. 
Haworth is a Methodist in religious belief. They are well known and highly 
esteemed throughout the community and the number of their friends has stead- 
ily increased as the circle of their acquaintances has widened. 

HENRY E. LINNE. 

Among the business men of Danville who have won notable success in their 
chosen calling is Henry E. Linne, a prominent wholesale baker of this city. 
His early home was on the other side of the Atlantic, for he was born February 
23, 1862, in Niederasphe, Marburg, Hessen, Germany, and is a son of John 
and Elizabeth Linne, also natives of that country, where the family have re- 
sided for many generations. In  the land of his nativity he was reared and 
educated, being eighteen years of age when, in 1880, he emigrated to the new 
world and located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania There he learned the baker's 
trade and continued to work for about four years. 

The  year 1883 witnessed Mr. Linne's arrival in Danville and here he was 
employed in several different shops before embarking in business on his own 
account in 1886. He then opened a bakery, though his capital at that time 
consisted of but one hundred and fifty dollars, and so steadily has he prospered 
as the years have gone by that he today is one of the leading wholesale bakers 
in this city, his plant having a capacity of seven hundred loaves an hour and 
in the dull season turning out about thirty-five hundred loaves a day. That he 
thoroughly understands the trade is manifest by the success that he has achieved 
and that he is a good, reliable business man is manifest by the patronage which 
he receives. 

In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Mr. Linne was married on the 25th of Sep- 
tember, 1883, to Miss Anna C. Brombach, a daughter of Adam Brombach, of 
that city, and they have become the parents of three children, a11 born in Dan- 
ville, namely : Harry A., born A u p s t  13, 1884 ; 'Amelia C., September 7, 1888 ; 
and Clarence, June 7, 1893. 

hfr. Linne's religious belief is manifest by his membership in Immanuel 
Presbyterian church and in his fraternal relations he has attained the Knight 
Templar degree in Masonry and is also a member of the Modern Woodmen 
of America. Although he takes an active interest in the success of the republi- 
can party, which he supports by his ballot, he has never cared for the honors or 
emoluments of public office. However, he takes a commendable interest in those 
organizations which help to build up the commercial interests of the country 
and is now serving as vice president of the State Association of Master Bakers 
of Illinois. He  is a very pleasant, agreeable gentleman, who makes many 
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friends, and the place that he has made for himself in the new world is certainly 
well merited, for he began life here as a poor boy in a strange land, unfamiliar 
with the English language and customs, but by perseverance, industry and 
honesty has worked his way upward until he is today a man of affluence and 
prominence in the community where he resides. 

JOHN F. BU-ROW. 

John F. Burow, the proprietor of one of the largest and best equipped retail 
grocery establishments in Danville, has been identified with the mercantile in- 
terests of the city for more than a quarter of a century. His birth occurred 
in Danville township, Vermilion county, Illinois, on the 9th of April, 1858, his 
parents Joseph and Sophia (Frederick) Burow, who celebrated their 
marriage in Germany. In  1857 they crossed the Atlantic to the United States, 
coming direct to Danville, Illinois, where the father worked as a day laborer 
for a number of years, as his financial resources were quite limited. By dint 
of untiring industry and close economy he eventually accumulated capital suffi- 
cient to enable him to purchase a small farm and throughout the remainder of 
his life he devoted his attention to general agricultural pursuits. He is stilI 
survived by his widow, who enjoys excellent health for a woman of her ad- 
vanced age. Their children were as follows: John F., of this review ; Frederick, 
who passed away in 1904; Ricka, the wife of Henry Waltrnan; and Sophia, the 
wife of John Barth. 

John F. Burow attended the public schools of Danville until fourteen 
years of age, when he was obliged to put aside his text-books in order to assist 
in the support of the family. He first secured a position as general utility boy 
in the dry goods establishment of William Mann & Company at Danville and 
remained with the concern for six years. On the expiration of that period he 
took up the pursuits of farming and dairying in association with his mother, 
being thus busily engaged for five years. At the end of that time, having care- 
fully saved his earnings since leaving the schoolroom, he found himself in pos- 
session of a capital of five hundred dollars, which in 1883 he invested in busi- 
ness, forming-a partnership with Joseph Webster for the conduct of a retail 
grocery store at No. goo East Fairchild street. The relation was maintained 
for three years, when, foreseeing the possibilities of success in an individual 
career, Mr. Burow purchased his partner's interest and with the aid of his 
sons has since built up an extensive and desirable trade. He has won an en- 
viable reputation for reliability and integrity and the prosperity which he now 
enjoys is all the more creditable because it is directly attributable to  his inde- 
fatigable energy and capable management. 

On the 29th of December, 1883, in Danville, Mr. Burow was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Emma Bronsing, a daughter of Frederick Bronsing and a repre- 
sentative of an old pioneer family of this city. They have three sons, Edward, 
John F. and Harold, all natives of Danville, who were born in the years 1887, 
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1889 and 1899 respectively. The two oldest are associated with their father 
in business. 

In politics Mr. Burow is a stanch republican and an active worker in the 
local ranks of the party. He acted as treasurer of Germantown for ten years 
and for  a period of twelve years also discharged the duties devolving upon 
him as commissioner of highways. In the spring of 1910 he was reelected 
commissioner of highways for another three years' term, so that he is now 
serving in that capacity. During the past five years a sub postal station has 
been located in his store. In religious faith Mr. Burow is a Lutheran, while 
fraternally he is identified with the B i g h t s  of Honor, the Woodmen, the Eagles 
and the Red Men. He has lived his life to good purpose, recognizing and utiliz- 
ing each opportunity as it has come to him, while the methods which he has 
ever pursued have been such as inspired the trust, confidence and good will of 
all with whom he has been associated. Vermilion county has always remained 
his home and the circle of his friends is almost coextensive with the circle of 
his acquaintances. 

RALPH B. HOLMES. 

Admitted to the bar in 1906, Ralph B. Holmes has since engaged in prac- 
tice in Danville, and although one of the younger representatives of the legal 
profession here, has made substantial advancement in his chosen calling and has 
gained a position which many an older practitioner may well envy. He was 
born in Urbana, Illinois, February 28, 1874. His father, C. E. Holmes, was 
a native of Copenhagen, Denmark, and in his boyhoed days came to the United 
States with his parents, who settled a t  Rockford, Illinois, whence they removed 
to Urbana in the '60s. C. E. Holmes became proprietor of a hotel con- 
ducting the Doan House successfully for a long period, but is now living re- 
tired, enjoying a rest which he has truly earned and rightly deserves. His wife, 
who bore the maiden name of Marie E. Vanderere, is a native of Urbana. 

In the schools of his native city and of Danville Ralph B. Holmes pursued 
. his early education and afterward entered the University of Chicago, and then 

engaged in teaching in the public schools of Danville, filling the position of 
principal for four years. In 1899 he was elected county superintendent and 
thus served for seven years, but thinking to find the practice of law a more 
congenial and profitable field, he began studying in the office and under the di- 
rection of Colonel George Buckingham and in rgo6  was admitted to the bar. 
He began practice in Danville and has devoted his entire time to his profession, 
in which connection he is regarded as a rising young lawyer, whose ability has 
won him constant promotion. He possesses an excellent presence, earnest, dig- 
nified manner and marked strength of character, combined with a ready ca- 
pacity for hard work, a thorough grasp of the law and the ability to accurately 
apply its principles. 

There is an interesting military chapter in the life history of Mr. Holmes. 
He was a member of Battery A in which he served as second lieutenant. At 
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the time of the Spanish-American war he enlisted in Battery A of the First 
Illinois Artillery in 1898 and served in Porto Rico and ekewhere until the 
dose of hostilities. H e  joined the organization as second lieutenant and during 
the war was promoted to the rank of first lieutenant, while after his return he 
was made captain. After leaving the battery he served as adjutant of the ar- 
tillery battalion with the rank of captain. He has been well trained in military 
tactics and is himself a good disciplinarian, ever enjoying the respect and con- 
fidence of those who serve under him. 

In 1906 Mr. Holmes was married to Miss Mabel G. Helm, a native of 
Homer, Illinois, and they have two children: Jane, born July 6, 1907; and 
Burnham, born August 24, ~gog. Mr. Holmes is a prominent Mason, attain- 
ing high rank in the Scottish Rite. He  also belongs to the Independent Order 
of Odd Fellows. H e  has always been a. resident of Illinois and is deeply in- 
terested in the welfare and progress of the city in which he makes his home. 
His record since starting upon the practice of law has been marked by consecu- 
tive progress and his natural qualifications indicate that he will win higher 
advancement in his chosen field. 

HOWARD A. SWALLOW. 

Howard A. Swallow, a graduate of the Columbian Law School of Washing- 
ton, D. C., has since 1902 engaged in the practice of law in his native city of 
Danville, and the eight years which have elapsed since have chronicled steady 
progress in his profession with increasing ability to handle intricate and impor- 
tant litigated interests. He  was born August 18, 1878, and has therefore not yet 
reached the prime of life. His father, Charles M. Swallow, a native of Pennsyl- 
vania, came to  Danville in 1871. The same year he completed his preparation 
for the practice of law by graduation from the State University of Michigan 
at Ann Arbor and in 1872 was admitted to the Vermillon county bar and opened 
a law office in Danville, where he continued in active and successful practice un- 
til 1899. He now spends the winter seasons in the south for the benefit of his 
health and takes no active part in his profession. He has previously served, 
however, at states attorney. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Clara 
Northrup, was a native of Lackawanna county, Pennsylvania, and died Feb- 
ruary 7, 1879. 

Howard A. Swallow, the only son, is indebted to the public schools of Dan- 
ville for the early educational advantages which he received. He afterward 
entered the Keystone Academy of Pennsylvania and was there graduated with 
the class of 1896. Later he attended Brown University at Providence, Rhode 
Island, and was graduated in 1900. His broad literary training enabled him to 
make rapid progress in his preparation for the bar, for his receptive mind and 
retentive memory qualified him to readily grasp the salient points in the science 
of jurisprudence. In 1902 he was graduated from the Columbian Law School 
at Washington, D. C., after which he joined his father in practice in 'Danville 
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has since remained an active member of the profession in this city. H e  
prepares his cases with thoroughness and e r e  and is seldom if ever at fault in 
the application of a legal principle. His mind is naturally analytical and in his 
reasoning he clearly points out the relation of cause and effect, his deduction 
being entirely logical. 

In 1905 Mr. Swallow was united in marriage to Miss Grace Hamilton, a 
native of Providence, Rhode Island, and they have two children: Richard H., 
who was born August 16, 1906 ; and Barbara Northrup, born October 15, 1909. 
Theirs is a hospitable home, its good cheer being greatly enjoyed by their many 
friends in Danville. Mr. Swallow belongs to the Knights of Pythias and to the 
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, while in the Masonic fraternity he 
has attained a high degree of the Scottish Rite. He is recognized as one of 
the leading representatives of the republican party in Vermilion county and is 
serving as treasurer of the county republican central committee but has never 
been an office seeker, preferring to concentrate his energies upon his professional 
duties. His devotion to his clients' interests is- proverbial and he has already 
established himself in a successful and growing practice in his native city. 

EDWIN RANDALL. 

For sixteen years Edwin Randall has now been a resident of Danville and 
during that time has become prominently identified with the industrial inter- 
ests of the city, being today president of the company operating the Eureka 
Lumber & Planing Mills. He  is of English birth, born in London, February 8, 
1874, and is a son of James and Eliza (Reed) Randall, who spent their entire 
lives in that country. The father was a brick and tile manufacturer at Bed- 
ford, where he died May 18, 1892, but tne mother is still living and continues 
to reside in England. 

Edwin RandaIl was principally reared and educated in Bedford and remained 
a resident of his native land during his minority. I t  was in 1896 that he crossed 
the ocean and came to the United States, making his home in Danville since 
that time. For the first eight years of his residence here he engaged in farm- 
ing in Newell township, Vermilion county, but in 1904 began contracting along 
building lines in Danville and two years later established the Eureka Lumber 
& Planing Mills, which were incorporated with Mr. Randall as president and 
treasurer; E. M. Watson, vice president; and Mrs. Randall as secretary. They 
manufacture all kinds of building material and employ on an average from 
eight to ten men. Their business has doubled each year from the beginning 
and their trade extends throughout the surrounding country. 

In Danville, March I, 18g8, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Randall 
and Miss Kate M. Gritton, a native of this county, and to them has been born 
one son, Harold, whose birth occurred in Danville, May 7, 1900. In religious 
faith they are Methodists and in his social relations Mr. Randall is connected 
with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks and the One Hundred Thou- 
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sand Club. Since becoming a naturalized citizen of the United States he has 
affiliated with the republican party but has taken no active part in politics aside 
from voting. He is a progressive, wide-awake business man of known relia- 
bility, and the success that has come to him is but the just reward of his own 
industry and good management. 

0. W. ALLISON, M. D. 

Although one of the later arrivals of Catlin and numbered among the younger 
professional men of that village, Dr. 0. W. Allison has, nevertheless, by reason 
of the comprehensive training and experience which he has received in the 
line of his profession, won a place for himself among the leading physicians 
and surgeons of the county, having already secured an extensive and repre- 
sentative practice which is constantly growing in volume and importance. One 
of Indiana's native sons, he was born in State Line on the 13th of December, 
1876, a son of W. H. and Minema (Daniels), Allison, the former born in Illi- 
nois and the latter in Indiana. Both parents still survive and make their home 
in State Line, Indiana. Their family consisted of two children, their daughter 
Kathrine being now the wife of L. Hotaling of Tuscda, Illinois. 

Their only son, 0. W. Allison, was reared under the parental roof and at- 
tended the public schools in the acquirement of his early education, passing 
through consecutive grades until his graduation from high school in due course 
of time. Later he attended school at Terre Haute, Indiana, from which he 
was graduated in 1901, and he received his professional training at the Rush 
Medical College of Chicago, winning his degree with the class of 1905. Im- 
mediately after his graduation from the latter institution he spent four months 
as interne in the Presbyterian Hospital of Chicago and later served for six 
months in a hospital at Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Then, with thorough practical 
experience to serve as a supplement to his professional training, he came to 
Catlin in 1906, opening up an office here for the practice of his chosen calling, 
and has since made this town the field of his operations. Although his resi- 
dence in this town has been comparatively brief, the position to which he has 
already attained is but another proof that ability and worth will ever win quick 
recognition. Still young in years, he has manifested in this, the beginning of 
his career, certain qualities which have already won him a foremost place in 
the medical ranks of the community and which augur well for continued and 
increasing success in the future. Something of his standing in the community 
is indicated by the fact that, in addition to an excellent private practice which 
has been accorded him he has been chosen medical examiner for various fra- 
ternal organizations and business enterprises, among which are the Modern 
Woodmen of America, the Court of Honor, the Illinois Life Insurance Com- 
pany, the Interurban Traction Company and the Peoria Life Insurance Com- 
Pay. 

I t  was on the 24th of December, 1907, that Dr. Allison laid the foundation 
for a happy home life by his marriage to Miss Lillian Benson, a native of 
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Vermilion county, and a daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 0. C. Benson. Her  father 
&ll resides in this county, although the mother has passed away. Mrs. Allison 
is one of a family of four children and by her marriage to Dr. Allison has be- 
came the mother of a little daughter, Audray, born on the 1st of August, 1909. 
The parents occupy a prominent place in the social circles of the city, while 
Dr. Allisan is well known in fraternal circles, being a member of Mound Ldge, 
No. 274, A. F. & A. M., of State Line, Indiana; Mayfield Lodge, No. 635, K. P., 
of Catlin; the Modern ilroodmen Camp, No- 341, also of Catlin; and of the 
Court of Honor. Of these he has ever been an exemplary member, conform- 
ing his life to the high principles upon which the various crafts are based, and 
in both his private and professional life he has manifested those sterling traits 
of character which make for good citizenship in any community. His profes- 
sional interests are promoted through his membership in the Vermilion County 
Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical Society, the American Medical 
Association, and the Aesculapian Society of the Wabash valley. 

CHARLES EDWIN BLYTHE, 

This is an age of marked commercial activity and the man who wins pros- 
perity must be alert, energetic and determined, must recognize and improve 
opportunities which others pass by heedlessly and must take advantage of 
every legitimate chance offered by the trade for the development and expan- 
sion of his particular enterprise. Possessing all these requisites, Charles Edwin 
Blythe is now successfully engaged in business as an undertaker and funeral 
director at  Danville, Illinois. 

He  was born in Columbus, \Visconsin, on the 12th of April, 1868, and is a 
son of George and Mary E. (Keefer) Blythe, both of whom are still living 
and reside in Covington, Indiana, where the father is engaged in farming. H e  
was born at Little Grimsby, near Lincolnshire, England, and came to America 
with his father and five brothers at the age of eight years, the family first 
settling in Chicago. Our subject's paternal grandmother lived to the extreme 
old age of one hundred and eight years, five months-and twenty-three days, 
but she never came to the new world as her husband died one year after his 
arrival here. There are now twenty-nine of his male descendants living here, in- 
cluding numerous cotrsins and five uncles of our subject who are all hale and 
hearty. 

Charles E. Blythe received his education in the public schools of Columbus, 
Wisconsin, and his first business venture was to engage in the general transfer 
business at Covington, Indiana, for six years. He came to Danville, February 
I, 1903, and was engaged in the transfer and feed business with J. F. Clem. 
He continued in that line of trade until I@, building up a very large and 
lucrative trade, his business amounting to several thousand dollars annually. 
In 1908 he sold out and embarked in his present line as an undertaker and 
funeral director. From a small beginning he has steadily enlarged his business 
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and now has one of the best establishments of the kind in the county. He 
conducts the only cut rate undertaking place this side of Chicago. 

On the 8th of April, 1896, Mr. Blythe was united in xzrriage to Miss Anna 
M. Murray, a daughter of George Murray, of Covington, Indiana, his family 
being old settlers of that place. Both of Mrs. Blythe's parents are now deceased. 
In religious faith Mr. Blythe is a Methodist and he holds membership in the 
<Matinee Association. H e  also belongs to the Improved Order of Red Men, 
the Modern Woodmen of America, and the Woodmen of the World. On na- 
tional issues he usually affiliates with the republican party, but at local elections 
where no question is involved he votes for the men whom he believes best 
qualified to fill the offices regardless of party ties. He stands for progress at 
all times and seeks his own success and the city's advancement by no devious 
methods but along lines of activity which will bear the closest investigation and 
SCN&~Y. 

WILLIAM 0. CUNNINGHAM. 

I t  is to men like William 0. Cunningham, a farmer of Newel1 township, 
that the prosperity of the country and the permanency of its institutions are 
largely due. A man of industry, perseverance and faithfulness in the realization 
of worthy ideas, he nas lived to see his dreams come true and now, loved by 
his children and respected by the entire community, he is enjoying the fruits 
of a well earned repose. 

His eyes first opened to the light of day on a farm in Newel1 township, 
December IS, 1838. He is a son of James and Mary (Andrews) Cunningham, 
the former of whom was a native of Kentucky and the latter of New York 
state. They met in Illinois and were here married, settling on a portion of the 
land now owned by the subject of this review and his family. They began 
housekeeping in the little log cabin, many years before the introduction of rail- 
roads and the telegraph; neighbors were few and far apart; and the country 
was still in a great measure in its primitive condition, few improvements be- 
ing seen except in favorable locations on the streams and in the immediate 
vicinity of settlements. Indians still roamed over a large part of Illinois, wolves 
and wild animals often came at night to the very door of the house and aroused 
the inmates with their cries. I t  was years before the land was cleared, drained 
and plowed and redeemed to a state where it produced paying harvests. In 
the log house where Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham began their domestic life, all 
their children were born. The father conducted the farm until 1864, when 
he retired and made his home at State Line for thirty years. After that time 
he lived with the subject of this sketch until called away at the advanced age of 
ninety-one, in 191, eleven years after the death of his wife. 

William 0. Cunningham remained at his boyhood home until he was eight- 
een years of age. He enjoyed such opportunities of education as were avail- 
able in the district school and grew up a robust, ambitious young man not en- 
tirely satisfied to  remain within the horizon that had bounded his vision since 
his youth. H e  yearned to see the world and, accordingly, in 1856, he went to 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERRfILION COUNTY 299 

Nebraska, where he remained for one year, a t  the end of which time he re- 
sumed his journey westward across the plains and arrived in California, where 
he farmed and worked in the gold mines for three years. About 1863 he re- 
turned to Illinois and rented part of his father's land which he cultivated until 
1866, when he bought two hundred and thirty acres of land and engaged in 
fanning with such success that he now owns in this county five hundred and 
sixty acres and besides this has given to  each of his seven children eighty acres 
of land or its equivalent. He also owns a tract of eighty-eight acres in Indiana 
and, as is easily to be seen, has been one of the most successful farmers in this 
region. This he has accomplished by the application of principles of industry 
and perseverance which he early learned and which seldom fail of their reward. 
At the present time he has seven hundred and ten acres of land. 

On February 22, 1865, Mr. Cunningham was united in marriage to Miss 
Martha J. Chandler, who was born in Newel1 township and whose parents came 
to this county from Kentucky. Mrs. Chandler departed this life in 1892. 
Seven of their children are still living: Irvin, of Vermilion county; Alice, of 
Danville; James, of Indiana; Sophia, also of Danville; Porter, of Vermilion 
county; Minnie, now living in California; and Roy, of Rochester, Indiana. In 
March, 1893, Mr. Cunningham was married to Miss Henrietta Clem, a native 
of Indiana, whose father died in 1908 and whose mother is still living. She 
is the oldest of seven children, the other six being: Annie, August, Albert, Mel- 
vin, Grace and Margaret. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham four children 
have been born: Ray, who was born March 13, 1894; Mary, born February 25, 
1898 ; Scott, born July 5, 1900 ; and Lowell, born August 3, 1903. 

Politically Mr. Cunningham is affiliated with the republican party. He has 
devoted his attention to his private affairs and has not sought public office, al- 
though for two terms he served as assessor of his township, performing his 
duties with a fidelity that met the approval of tax payers generally. He is a 
member of the Odd Fellows Lodge, No. 240, at Illiana, Indiana, and has filled all 
the chairs of the subordinate lodge. Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham and their family 
are members of the Christian church and for many years he has been a deacon in 
the church. He is an earnest believer in revealed religion and a follower of the 
great Master whose teachings were those of brotherhood and unselfishness. Mr. 
Cunningham has all his life been industrious, resolute and energetic in every- 
thing he has undertaken, and in his vocation as a farmer he has attained suc- 
cess by putting into actual practice the principles here named. 

E. B. COOLLEY, M. D. 

Dr. E. E. Coolley, a leading member of the medical fraternity in Vermilion 
county, has continuousIy practiced within its borders for more than two decades 
and since 1903 has been located at Danville. His birth occurred in Douglas 
county, Illinois, on the 17th of April, 1867, his parents being Rev. C. F. and 
Paulina (Biggs) Cwlley, both of whom were natives of Indiana. The father, 
a Cumberland Presbyterian minister, was probably transferred less than any 
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other preacher on the circuit, making only one move in twenty-four years. For 
twelve years he expounded the gospel at Newman and subsequently spent a 
similar period at Fairmount, Illinois, his labors proving a potent force in the 
moral advancement of those communities. He  was identified with the Lin- 
coln (Ill.) University for two years. From the time of his ordination until 
his death he missed but one regular meeting of his presbytery (one out of sixty- 
one) and this was caused by fatal illness in his family. He passed away in 
1go5, having for eight years survived his wife, whose demise occurred in 1897. 
Unto them were born four children, as follows: Mrs. Dr. Burres, of Urbana, 
Illinois; Dr. E. B., of this review; Mrs. Etta Church, of Newman, Illinois; 
and Mrs. Dr. Hannell, of Lincoln, Illinois. 

Dr. Coolley was graduated from Rush Medical College in 1889, at the age 
of twenty-one, and has practiced in Vermilion county since thzt time. H e  was 
elected president of the Vermilion County Medical Society in I903 and of the 
Aesculapian Society, the oldest medical society west of the Allegheny moun- 
tains, in rgog, and secretary of the medical section of the Illicois State Medical 
Society in 1910. He has been a member of the medical staff of Lake View 
Hospital since his residence in Danville. 

On the r rth of June, 1891, Dr. Coolley was united in marriage to Miss Nellie 
Fowler, a daughter of Wiley and Mary Fowler, of Pilot Grove, Vermilion 
county. They now have two children, namely: E. Burt, Jr., who was born 
March 11, 18g1; and Marion Fowler, whose birth occurred August 10, 1898. 

In fraternal circles Dr. Coolley has attained high rank, being now a thirty- 
second degree Mason and past thrice potentate of Danville Lodge of Perfec- 
tion. He is likewise identified with the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and the Woodmen. His wife has been active in club circles of Danville and 
has taken a prominent part in the work of organization. Dr. Coolley is fond 
of good horses and holds the Amateur record in several gentlemen's driving 
clubs, having won various cups. He spends his leisure time in this outdoor 
sport. He never bets on any kind of a race, however, but is merely interested 
for the pleasure it affords him. He has been president of Danville Matinee 
Club since its organization. 

DAVID W. FITHIAN, D. D. S. 

Dr. David W. Fithian, who is engaged in the practice of dentistry in Ross- 
ville, where he is also filling the position of village clerk, was born December 
11, 1874, in this county. A son of E. C. B. and Anna (Hayes) Fithian. 
His father was a son of Dr. Williams Fithian, one of the first settlers 
in the county, and from that time to the present representatives of the 
name have taken an active and helpful part in carrying forward the work 
of progress and promoting the welfare and upbuilding of this section of the 
state. E. C. B. Fithian was born in the city of DanviIle and later removed to 
Fithian. He made farming his life work and upon that pursuit depended for 
a source of livelihood. He died about two years ago and his remains were 
interred in the Steams cemetery near Fithian. 
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At the usual age Dr. Fithian of this review entered the district schools 
and after mastering the branches of learning therein taught became a pupa 
in the Danvilfe high school. He then engaged in teaching for a year but re- 
garded this merely as ,an initial step to other professional labor, for at  the end 
of that time he took up the study of dentistry, which he pursued in the office 
of a well known dentist of Spring-field, Illinois. Later he entered the Chicago 
College of Dental Surgery, from which he was graduated in April, 1899. In 
the following month he came to RossvilIe, where he opened an office and has 
since remained in practice, covering a period of eleven years, during which he 
has made steady progress. His work in this connection is of excellent char- 
acter. He  keeps in touch with the advanced and improved methods of the 
profession, his office is equipped with the latest mechanical devises which are 
elements in operative dentistry and his knowledge of the science is manifest 
in the excellent work that he does. Aside from this he is one of the landowners 
of the community, having a farm of two hundred and twenty acres, situated 
two and a half miles south of Fithian, which town was named in honor of the 
members of his family of an earlier generation. 

On the 5th of July, 1899, Dr. Fithian was united in marriage to Miss Jessie 
R. Fellows, a daughter of Edwin and Mary (Berkley) Fellows, of Vermilion 
county. Dr. Fithian belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp and to the Metho- 
dist Episcopal church. Along more strictly professional lines he is connected 
with the County Dental Society and with the Illinois State Dental Society. His 
political support is given to the republican party and he is now serving as vil- 
lage clerk, which position he has filled for eight years. His life has been ac- 
tuated by a public-spirited devotion to the general good and his efforts have 
been effective and far-reaching forces in the upbuilding and progress of the 
community. He has made a creditable record as a citizen, as practitioner and 
in the social relations of life and few men are more popular or  more widely 
known in his portion of the county than Dr. Fithian. 

GEORGE G. MABIN. 

For a third of a century, George G. Mabin has been regarded as one of the 
leading attorneys of Danville. Unflagging application, intuitive wisdom and 
a determination to fully utilize the means at hand are the concomitants which 
ensure personal success and prestige in this great profession which stands as 
a stern conservator- of justice. Mr. Mabin possesses these qualities and in the 
practice of his chosen profession has met with most excellent success. 

A native of Tennessee, he was born in Memphis, March 30, 1853, his par- 
ents being Howard and Mary (Lee) blabin, natives of Ireland and Tennessee 
respectively. The father was ,a young man at the time of his emigration to the 
United States, at which time he settled in Tennessee, and when the Civil war 
broke out, he joined the Confederate army, being killed in the siege of Vicks- 
burg. George G. Mabin was a mere boy when he came to this state and is in- 
debted to  the public schools of Illinois for the early educational privileges he 
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enjoyed. Later he attended the University of Illinois and after coming to Ver- 
milion county, in 1875, successfully engaged in teaching for two years, study- 
ing law at the same time. He  was admitted to the bar in 1877 and at once opened 
an office in Danville, where he has since practiced with good success. 

In 1881, Mr. Mabin was united in marriage to Miss Margaretta Henderson, 
a native of Ohio, whose father was a minister. They have become the parents 
of two children, namely: Gordon H. and Isabel. The son is a graduate of the 
Danville high school and the University of Chicago and was admitted to the 
bar in 1910, but he prefers farming to a professional career and is now operat- 
ing a large tract of land belonging to his father in Mississippi. 

As a republican, Mr. Mabin has taken quite a prominent and influential part 
in public affairs and during the '80s was three times elected city attorney of 
Danville, serving in all six years. Throughout his incumbency in public office, 
he proved a very capable official at all times, proving true to the trust reposed 
in him and performing the duties that devolved upon him with an efficiency 
that not only brought credit to himself but reflected honor upon his constituents. 
Preeminently a man of affairs, his has been a life of continuous activity which 
has been crowned with substantial success. Outspoken and honest, he is never 
afraid to express his views, but always accords to others the right of an opinion. 

WILLIAM HAWKINS. 

Spending the evening of life in his beautiful home in Catlin, William 
Hawkins is now living in honorable retirement, enjoying in well earned rest the 
success that came to him as the logical result of well directed effort and earnest 
endeavor. One of Indiana's contributions to the citizenship of Illinois, he 
was born in Wayne county, that state, on the first of January, 1831, a son of Na- 
than and Sarah (Wright) Hawkins, both natives of Indiana, where their en- 
tire lives were spent. In that state they reared their family, consisting of ten 
chiIdren, of which number six are yet living. The Hawkins family came orig- 
inally from Ireland but, being Quakers, were driven from that county on 
account of their 're~i~ious belief and first settled in Jamaica. Shortly after- 
ward they came to the United States, no long after the first settlement was 
made at Jamestown, and located in what is now South Carolina, near the city 
of Charleston. Later the family scattered throughout the northern and eastern 
states and when the west was open for settlement some of the more adven- 
turious moved to the new country. Today representatives of the name are 
found all over the country. 

William Hawkins is indebted to the common schools of his native state 
for the educational advantages acquired, and in the Indiana homestead he spent 
the pe r id  of his boyhood and youth, assisting his father in the work of the 
fields when not busily engaged with his text-books. At an early age he be- 

- came familiar with the tasks that fall to the lot of the country lad, and with 
the passing of the years, as he increased in strength and experience, his duties 
became more and more important and his training in agricultural lines thorough 
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and comprehensive. He remained with his parents until twenty-six years of 
age, when he married and started out in the business world on his own ac- 
count, wisely choosing as a life work the occupation to which he had been 
reared. 

In March, 1860, Mr. Hawkins arrived in Vermilion county, Illinois, and 
here rented a farm which he operated until August, 1862, when, putting aside 
all personal interests, he enlisted for service in the Union army, becoming a 
corporal in Company G, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Regi- 
ment. He served for three years, or throughout the remainder of hostilities, 
being mustered out with the rank of sergeant. He participated in many of the 
hotly contested and important engagements of the war, including the battle of 
Kenesaw Mountain, Missionary Ridge, and the engagament at Perryville, Ken- 
tucky, and many others, and also marched with Sherman to the sea. He re- 
ceived an honorable discharge at Washington, D. C., and returned home with 
a most creditable military career. 

After the close of the war Mr. Hawkins returned to Vermilion county and 
here purchased eighty acres of land, upon which he made his home. For a 
number of years he devoted his time and attention to the further development' 
and improvement of his place, and in connection with general farming he en- 
gaged in stock-raising, making a specialty of raising and feeding cattle and 
hogs. The thorough training which k received in the early days upon his 
father's farm well fitted him for the successful conduct of an enterprise of 
this character, and his keen business sagacity and his wise management were 
resultant factors in the success which attended his efforts. His prosperity was 
most substantial and gratifying and at last made it possible for him to retire 
from active business life and enjoy in well earned rest the fruits of his fonner 
toil. Consequently, in 1905 he left the farm and came to Catlin, where he 
built the beautifu1 residence which is now his home. As he prospered he con- 
stantly added to his possessions until now he is the owner of over three hundred 
acres of rich and valuable land in addition to his town property and is recog- 
nized as one of the substantial and representative citizens of the community. 

In March, 1855, Mr. Hawkins was united in marriage to Miss Duannah 
Burgoin, a native of Ohio, and unto them were born five children, namely: 
Elizabeth, the wife of George Patterson, of Catlin; Nora B., who married 
Thomas A. Church, of Catlin township; Luella, the wife of Arthur Woods, 
also residing in this township; Marietta, the wife of Gale Taylor, making his 
home in Catlin township; and William, deceased. On the 23d of November, 
18g5, the wife and mother passed away, and on the 4th of March, 1898, Mr. 
Hawkins was again united in marriage, his second union being with Mrs. Tina 
(Payne) Shelton, who was born in Livingston county, Illinois, and was a 
daughter of Squire L. and Margaret Payne, both now deceased. She was one 
of a family of nine children, and by her marriage to Mr. Shelton became the 
mother of five children, as follows: Frank, now deceased; Hattie, the wife 
of T. W. Church, of Vermilion county; Maggie, the wife of Oscar Kidd; Clara, 
single, living in this county; and Edna, who married Roy Clingan of this county. 

The religious faith of Mr. Hawkins is indicated by his membership in the 
Presbyterian church of Catlin, to which his wife also belongs, and they are 
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well knovm socially, the hospitality of their home being enjoyed by a large cir- 
cle of warm friends. Fraternally Mr. Hawkins is connected with the blue 
lodge of Masons, No. 285, at Catlin, in which he has filled part of the chairs, 
and maintains pleasant relations with his old army comrades through his mem- 
bership in the Grand Army of the Republic at Georgetown. Politically he 
is  a republican, giving stanch allegiance to the party which was the support of 
the Union during the dark days of the Civil war, and although he has never 
been a politician in the sense of office seeking, he served as a school director 
for several years, the cause of education finding in him a stalwart champion. 
Although he has long since passed the Psalmist's allotted span of three score 
years and ten, he yet takes a deep interest in public affairs, keeping well posted 
on the questions and issues of the day, and is recognized as one of Catlin's 
honored and valued citizens. 

CHARLES N. KNOX. 

Born in Oakwood township, May 4, 1860, Charles PIT. Knox is a farmer 
who has gained an enviable reputation for the success in the county where he 
has lived ever since his birth. His father was also a native of this county and 
was here married in 1850 to Martha Norris, a native of Brown county, Ohio. 
He was a man of fine character and marked intellectual traits and after his 
marriage began the practice of medicine, in which he continued with a good 
measure of success until he was called away April I, 1863. Four children were 
born to Dr. and Mrs. Knox: Frank, now a resident of Butler county, Kansas; 
A. D., of Cincinnati, Ohio; Charles N., the subject of this review; and James 
A., who died April 4, 1897. Four years after the death of her first husband the 
mother was married to William Meade, a farmer of this county, and had three 
children by her second husband: Irvin M., now of Jefferson county, Illinois; 
and Delbert and Robert, both of Vermilion county. After her second marriage 
she resided upon a farm in Oakwood township until called away by death July 
24, 1900. Mr. Meade, who proved a kind protector to the family, departed 
this life in February, 1902. 

Charles N. Knox received his education in the district schools and assisted 
in  the work of the farm during the years of his boyhood until he arrived at 
maturity. After his marriage he located upon a farm near Oakwood, it being 
a part of the old homestead which had passed into the possession of his wife. 
Here he made many improvements and during the years that have elapsed has 
added one hundred and twenty-five acres to the original tract, so that now he 
aad his wife own a highly developed farm of one hundred and seventy-five 
acres, the general appearance of buildings and the farm itself indicating that 
Mr. Knox is upto-date in his ideas and has made practical use of modern 
methods. H e  has always been an admirer of fine breeds of stock: for the farm 
as we11 as for any other use to which they may be applied, and he has been a 
fancier of Percheron Norman horses and owns some of the finest animals of 
that kind in the county. He has also handled other stock of good quality such 
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a s  cattle and hogs and by the application of practical ideas attained in this branch 
.of industry a marked degree of success. H e  and his wife now live in a beautiful 
home in O a k w d ,  which is the center for many gatherings of friends and ac- 
quaintances of the family. 

On September 22, 1881, Mr. Knox was united in marriage to Miss Ella 
M. Fox, a daughter of George A. and Margaret (Oakwood) Fox, her father 
being a native of Greene county, Pennsylvania, and her mother of Brown 
county, Ohio. The latter came with her parents to this county in 1832 and 
Mr. Fox came alone about 1850 and here they became acquainted and on Sep- 
tember g, 1851, were marired. Mr. Fox was a respected farmer, who had a 
wide acquaintance in this part of the county, his death, which occurred October 
14, 1900, being a matter of sincere regret. He  was preceded to the grave by 
his wife, who was called away July 30, 1899. At the time of their departure 
they owned a farm of sixty-five acres. They were the parents of six children: 
William H., Abraham L., Eli H., Grant, George F. and Ella N. To  Mr. and 
Mrs. Knox three children have been born. Florence, who was born August g, 
1888, received a fine education and, being granted a diploma as a school teacher, 
has taught for four years and still engages in the work, being highly popular 
as  a teacher and as an active member of the conlmunity. John C., born 
March 25, 1892, is a graduate of the Oakwood high school. Blanche, born 
January 21, 1894, is now pursuing her studies in the final year of the high-school 
course. 

Mr. Knox years ago became affiliated with the Masonic Lodge, No. 872, of 
Oakwood, and has served as treasurer of that organization. He is also a mem- 
ber of Lodge No. 332, B. P. 0. E., of Danville, and of Lodge No. 1727, M. W. 
A., of Oakwood. He and his family are closely affiliated with the Methodist 
Episcopal church and both he and Mrs. Knox are stanch advocates of the value 
of education, as is shown by the excellent advantages which they have extended 
t o  their children. He is an intelligent, active and progressive citizen, belong- 
ing to that sort of men that keep business alive and moving and who consti- 
tute the basis of our civilization. 

WILLIAAl H. JOHXS. 

Earnest and eminently capable, it is not strange that William H. Johns should 
have attained an enviable position in the business circles of Danville, nor that 
the city should profit directly or indirectly by his efforts. H e  was one of those 
successful Americans whose success is measured not only by material gain but 
also by intellectuality, aggressiveness, independence of spirit and sincerity of pur- 
pose. H e  was one of Vermilion county's native sons, his birth having occurred 
july 14, 1845, on his father's farm on the old Ottawa road. 

His parents were John and Mary (Humphrey) Johns. The name of the 
former is engraven deeply upon the pages of pioneer history, for he was among 
the first settlers of Vermilion county, taking up his abode here in 1829 ere the 
Indians had left this part of the state to make way for the civilization of the 
white race. His birth occurred in Kentucky on the 25th of May, 1805, and his 
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father was Judge George W. Jobas, who was also born in the Blue Grass state 
and followed the occupation of farming. On leaving the south he crossed the 
Ohio river into Indiana and continued his residence in that state until his de- 
mise. John Johns accompanied his parents on their removal to  Vigo county, 
Indiana, and through his youthful days met the usual hardships and difficulties 
which fall to the lot of tbe pioneer. He  labored on the home farm, converting 
w l d  prairie into productive fields, and adding to the place such equipment as 
a t  that time indicated the march of progress along agricultural lines. He lived 
in Indiana until 1828 and spent the succeeding year in his native county in Ken- 
tucky. In 1829, however, he arrived in Vermilion county, Illinois, finding here 
the same conditions of frontier life which he had previously met in Indiana. 
Securing a tract of wild prairie and timber land in Blount township, he began 
the development of that place and evidences of his labor were soon seen in the 
cultivated fields, well kept fences and the substantial buildings which he 
put upon his farm. Tree by tree was cut down and the stumps grubbed up 
that the land might be plowed and planted, and he carefully carried on the work 
of general farming until 1866, when he retired to private life and removed to 
Danville to enjoy there the fruits of his former toil in a comfortable home which 
he occupied until his death. 

John Johns gave his early political support to the whig party and when the 
new republican party was formed to prevent the further extension of slavery 
he joined its ranks. He was twice elected to represent his ward on the board 
of city aldermen of Danville and was also a member of the state school board. 
He ever kept well informed on the issues and questions of the day and was 
aIways ready to support his position by intelligent argument. Both he and his 
wife held membership in the Methodist Episcopal church of Danville and were 
earnest and active supporters not only of the church but also of the temperance 
cause and of every movement that works for righteousness, truth and justice. 
The first Methodist services held in Vermilion county were on his farm in Blount 
township in 1829. He was honored wherever known because of his many ster- 
ling traits of character and his fidelity to the best interests of citizenship. 

John Johns was married three times. For his first wife he wedded Miss 
Mary Humphrey, a daughter of John Humphrey, of Virginia, who removed 
from the Old Dominion to Kentucky, where he entered land from the govern- 
ment and developed a farm. By this marriage there were the following children : 
John, who was a soldier in the Civil war; Sarah, the deceased wife of Perry 
Copeland; Eliza, who became the wife of J. H. Miller and who has passed away; 
Sue, a resident of Danville; Martha, who married R. S. Partlow, of Oregon and 
is deceased; Margaret, the deceased wife of Charles Hacker; and William H. 
Mr. John's second wife was a sister of the first, while his third wife bore the 
maiden name of Miss Jane Myers. At her death she left a son and daughter; 
Charles, who is employed as clerk in Klein's clothing store of Danville; and 
Amelia who is engaged in the millinery business in this city. 

Of this family William H. Johns spent his entire life in Vermilion county, 
supplementing his early educational advantages by study in the Danville Method- 
ist Seminary. H e  was a young man in his t e a s  when he responded to the 
country's call for aid to crush out the rebellion in the south, enlisting in Com- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY 309 

pany K, One Hundred and Thirty-Fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, with which 
he served during the entire time of his enlistment. H e  made a creditable mili- 
tary record by his unfaltering loyalty to duty, performing faithfully every ser- 
vice whether called to the lonely picket line or  stationed on the firing line. After 
receiving an honorable discharge he returned home and became identified +th 
commercial interests in Danville as proprietor of a grocery store. In that busi- 
ness he was quite successful and continued in that line for a number of years, 
after which he became associated with C.  H. Giddings in the real-estate busi- 
ness. They bought and sold much property, negotiating many important realty 
transfers, and through their operation contributed directly to  the welfare and 
upbuilding of the city. 

H e  was thoroughly conversant with the value of property, knew what was 
upon the market and was thus able to assist his clients in making judicious in- 
vestments. 

In 1875 Mr. Johns was united in marriage to Miss Eva G. Swannell, a 
daughter of John Swannell, who was of English birth. He was a cabinet-maker 
by trade and owned and conducted a store in Danville, having arrived in this 
city at an early day in its business development. He had the first turning 
lathe ever brought to  Danville and was well known as an early maker of furni- 
ture here. After the outbreak of hostilities between the north and the south 
he responded to the country's call for troops and was assigned to duty with 
Company A, Seventy-first Regiment of Illinois Infantry, with which he en- 
tered the battle of Fort Donelson and there gave his life in defense of the prin- 
ciples for which the Union army stood. I t  was his daughter Eva who became 
the wife of William H. Johns and of this marriage there were born two daugh- 
ters, Nellie and Evelyn. 

In his political views Mr. Johns was an earnest republican, supporting the 
party from the time he attained his majority until his demise. He belonged to 
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and to the Modem Woodmen camp, and 
his religious faith was indicated by his membership in the First Methodist Epis- 
copal church. He possessed many sterling traits of character, so that when he 
passed away on the 1st of May, 1899, the community lost an upright and valued 
citizen. H e  stood for progress along all lines and there was in his life his- 
tory not a single esoteric phase. He was always a resident of Vermilion county 
and from his boyhood to his death he exemplfied in his life those sterling traits 
of character which in every land and clime awaken confidence and regard. 

ANDREW JOHN DALLSTREAM. 

Beautiful must have been the life over which such a transcendent eulogy 
is pronounced as appeared in one of the local papers when Andrew John Dall- 
stream passed away, which said: "His conduct was so exemplary, his disposi- 
tion so kind and gentle, his nature so lovable and withal he was so upright, 
honorable and generous that no man, woman or child had aught to say against 
him." At the time of his death Mr. Dallstream had been a resident of H q e s -  
ton for thirteen years. 
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He was a native of Wernersborg, Sweden, born on the 6th of January, 1865, 
and during his early childhood he accompanied his parents, John and Catherine 
(Johnson) Dallstream, on their removal to one of the suburbs of Stockholm, 
His ancestors at a more remote period were wealthy farmers and landowners 
of that country. The father served as a soldier in the Swedish army and was 
a sailor and sea captain for many years. He  came alone to America in 1870, 
settling near Utica, New York, but some accident befell him and the family 
never heard from him again. There were two children in the family of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Dallstream, the sister of Andrew J. being three years younger 
than himself. While living a t  Stockholm Andrew J. Dallstream became em- 
ployed in a porcelain factory and because of the dust which he inhaled con- 
tracted a pulmonary complaint from which he suffered throughout the re- 
mainder of his life. He continued a resident of Sweden until 1880, when, at  
the age of fifteen years, he crossed the Atlantic to America, attracted by the 
broader business opportunities of the new world, his mother and sister remain- 
ing in Sweden. One of the local papers thus described him: "He was about 
fifteen years old then, a little lad with a little cap and a tassel on it. He  couldn't 
speak English then but he brought his manners with him. He was soon known 
by everybody in Hoopeston for, though quiet, he was ever sociable, and always 
saluted you with a good-natured smile." 

Arriving in Hoopeston, Mr. Dallstream entered the employ of his uncle, 
Joseph Dallstream, a shoe merchant of this city, with whom he was connected 
continuously until the time of his death. H e  at once found favor with the 
patrons of the store, for he was always obliging, courteous and kindly. More- 
over his business integrity was proverbial and all recognized the fact that his 
statement of the quality of goods was a sure guarantee. 

On the 26th of October, 1887, Mr. Dallstream was united in marriage to 
Miss Lida Loveless, of Milford, Illinois, whom he met while conduct?ng a shoe 
store there for his uncle for a brief period. Mrs. Dallstream is a daughter of 
Thomas and Harriet (Funk) Loveless, of Milford, her father being a pioneer 
farmer and stock-dealer of that locality, now living retired. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. Dallstream were born two children: Lillian C., who was born December 
17, 1889, and died July 21, 1909, when in her twentieth year: and Andrew J., 
Jr., who was born April 29, 1893, and is now in school. About 1888 the death 
of Mr. Dallstrearn's sister occurred and three years later he sent for his mother 
to  come and make her home with him. Those who had known and benefited 
by the kindness, gentleness and noble soul of the son then knew from whom 
he had inherited those qualities when they met the kindly d d  lady who had 
left her native country and crossed the sea alone to  give the remaining days of 
her usefulness to those left whom she loved- her son and his family. T o  his 
mother Mr. Dallstream ever manifested a most filial devotion, repaying her 
thus for the care and love which surrounded him in his youth. 

In his political views Mr. Dallstream was a republican, earnestly advocat- 
ing the party principles. He was a public-spirited man, and in so f a r  as pos- 
sible aided the various public projects for the general good. At the time of his 
death he was serving as township clerk of Grant township, and such was his 
popularity that he had no opposition for the nomination, and after he was 
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m d e  the republican candidate the democrats would not nominate any one 
q+nst him. All of his duties in this office as well as in other stations of life 
where any responsibility rested upon him, were discharged with the utmost 
fidelity. H e  was well known in fraternal relations, and in his life exemplified 
the beneficent spirit of the orders with which he was associated. He belonged 
to the Masonic lodge and chapter at Hoopeston and of the latter was secre- 
tary. H e  was also a member of the Hoopeston Camp, No. 257, M. W. A., of 
which he served as clerk, and he likewise belonged to Hoopeston Lodge, No. 
195, K. P. Above and beyond all of his business and fraternal relations, hoy- 
ever, he regarded his connection with the church. He held membership in the 
Methodist denomination, was most loyal to its teachings and faithful to his 
professions. He was so warm-hearted and so catholic in spirit that his friends 
were not limited to the membership of his own church-a fact which is indi- 
cated by the ready response which was made when members of the Presbyterian, 
Universalist, Christian and Methodist church choirs were asked to sing at the 
funeral. 

During the period of his residence in Hoopeston Mr. Dallstream suffered at 
times as the result of the pulmonary trouble which he had contracted in his youth, 
and although this was not the direct cause of his death, it undoubtedly greatly 
hastened the end. He bore intense suffering with the greatest heroism, making 
no complaint, until his eyes closed in dreamless sleep on the 25th of June, 1893. 
His funeral was one of the most largely attended in Hoopeston. The services 
were conducted by the Rev. E. S. Wamsley, assisted by the Rev. J. M. Lester. 
Rev. K. M. Haff and Rev. V. C. Randolph. The services were attended by the 
Masonic, Knights of Pythias and Moderm Woodmen lodges in a body, the 
former having charge. The funeral escort consisted of two hundred men of 
the home lodge and visiting brothers from Rossville, Milford, Wellington and 
other points. The business houses of Hoopeston were closed during the hour 
of the service and the whole city mourned the dead. At the grave the Masonic 
ritualistic services were performed. The following resolutions were passed 
at the regular meeting of Hoopeston Lodge, No. 195, K of P., Tuesday eve- 
ning. 

Whereas, The Universal Chancellor Commander, in his wisdom, has seen 
fit to remove from his family, his friends and his lodge our brother, Andrew 
John Dallstream ; and 

Whereas, His character as a member of this lodge, his reputation in the 
community and his standing as an honorable and upright citizen demand an 
official expression from those intimately associated with him as to our appre- 
ciation of his many manly qualities and our sorrow at his untimely end; there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That while we deplore his early death, we will cherish his mem- 
ory and strive to emulate his example; and 

Resolved, That we extend to his bereaved wife and little children and to 
his aged mother our sincere sympathy and commend them to Him who doeth 
all things well ; and 

Resolvzd, That these resolutions be spread on the records of Hoopeston 
Lodge, No. 195, K. of P. ; that an engrossed copy thereof be presented to his 
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family, and that the city papers be requested to publish them in their columns; 
and 

Resolved, That in token of our respect for our departed brother the charter 
of our lodge be draped in mourning for a period of thirty days.- 

CHAS. W. WARNER, 
J. W. HEATON, 
JOHN &NG, 

Committee. 
One of the local papers said: "When a young man has so lived that, in a 

quiet life, he has gained the friendship, love and esteem of all of his acquaint- 
ances, he has lived well. When a boy, coming from a foreign land, so con- 
ducts himself that at his death the tears of our grief bring to quick maturity 
in our recollections his many noble traits of character and gentleness of heart, 
though they leave us only pallitd shades of memory, he has lived a noble life. 
To have been the friend of such a b y  gives a most delicious peace. In this 
friendship Andrew J. Dallstream, lived content, and in this friendship he 
died - a noble boy, generous, high-souled, true." A life so full of noble pur- 
pose and manly principles as that of Andrew J. Dallstrearn seems not to end, 
even though death comes, for the influence and memory remain and the hearts 
of those that are left behind echo the words: 

I cannot say, and I will not say 
That he is dead - He is just away ! 
With a cherry smile and a wave of the hand 
He has wandered into an unhuwn land, 
And left us dreaming how very fair 
It needs must be, since he lingers there. 
And you- 0 you, who the wildest yearn 
For the old-time step and the glad return, 
Think of him faring on, as dear 
In the love of There as the love of Here; 
Think of him still as the same, I say: 
He is not dead - he is just away! 

JAMES FRANKLYN SNAPP. 

James Franklyn Snapp, whose demise occurred on the 1st of November, 
1897, was for a number of years actively and  successfully identified with the 
agricilltural and mercantile interests of Vermilion county, conducting a store 
at  Georgetown until the time of his d.eath. Hijs natal day was September 6, 
1844 His first business venture was as a wagonmaker of Georgetown, but 
subsequently he turned his attention to general agricultural pursuits and for 
seven years devoted his time and energies to the operation of a farm situated 
nine miles west of Georgetown. He next became identified with mercantile 
interests as the proprietor of a grocery store at Georgetown and successfully 
conducted the enterprise until called to his final rest at the age of fifty-three 
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years. H e  remained a resident of Vermilion county throughout his entire life 
and was well known and highly esteemed within its borders. 

Mr. Snapp was twice married. On the 22d of January, 1867, he wedded 
Miss Estella A. Lumbard, of Georgetown, who passed away on the 26th of 
October, 1879. On the 26th of January, 1882, he was again married, his second 
union being with Callie M. Sandusky, whose birth occurred on the 18th of 
October, 1851. To them were born three children, namely: Leah B., who mar- 
ried Clarence .Wortham and has two children, Maxwell and Clarence; Ivan, 
who is now in the United States navy; and William, a t  home. Mrs. Snapp was 
formerly the wife of Benjamin F. Eveninger, by whom she had two children: 
Mary, who is now the wife of David Ramey and has two children, Mildred 
and John; and Josie, who is the wife of Elliott Hoopeston and has four chil- 
dren, Fern, Ralph, Elma and Donald. 

William and Mary E. (Baurn) Sandusky, the parents of Mrs. Snapp, cele- 
brated their marriage at Indianola, Illinois, then known as Chillicothe. The 
father, who was born near Riola, Illinois, followed farming throughout prac- 
tically his entire life and owned fifteen hundred acres of valuable land at the 
time of his death in January, 1910. The grandfather of Mrs. Snapp was one 
of the first settlers in this part of the state, taking up his abode here when the 
Indians still maintained a hostile attitude toward the pioneers. Her greatgrand- 
father was captured by Indians at Indianola and tortured until he revealed the 
hiding place of his valuables, which they stole. He lived to attain the remark- 
able age of one hundred and four years and on the one hundredth anniversary 
of his birth held a party which was attended by more than one hundred grand- 
children and relatives. Mrs. Snapp still makes her home in Georgetown and 
has a host of warm friends throughout the community. 

THOMAS WILLIAMS. 

One cannot carry his investigations far into the history of Vermilion county 
without learning of the important part which Thomas Williams took in shap- 
ing its annals. H e  came here in pioneer times, when DanvilIe was a tiny vil- 

1 lage and long before Hoopeston had been dreamed of, and upon the present 
site of the latter city engaged in herding sheep. It  was possibie in those days 
to fdlow his flocks a t  will over the prairies, for few settlements had been 
made and scarcely any fences had been built, so that the open prairies offered 
unlimited feeding ground for stock. As the years passed on Mr. Williams en- 
gaged extensively in farming and stock-raising and came to be one of the most 
prosperous and one of the most honorable business men of the county. 

He was born November 29, 1828, in Harrison county, Ohio. His parent. 
were Nathan and Sarah (Hoopes) Williams, whose family numbered ten chil- 
dren, Thomas being the fifth in order of birth. The father was a native of 
Bedford county, Pennsylvania, and, removing to Ohio, lived in Harrison county 
to the time of his death, which occurred in 1841. His widow survived him 
for many years, living in Ohio until after her children had reached adult age, 
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when she came to make her home with her son Thomas in Vermilion county, 
She had passed the seventy-ninth milestone on life's journey when called to her 
final rest in 1881. Both Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Williams were faithful members 
of the Society of Friends. 

Thomas Williams was a youth of twelve years when his father died, after 
which he remained with his mother in Ohio until nineteen years of age and then 
sought employment in Marion county, Ohio, entering the service of his uncle, 
Thomas Hoopes. For seven years he worked by the month at farm labor, after 
which he came to Illinois, bringing with him four hundred sheep. He drove 
the flock through Marion county, Ohio, a distance of four hundred miles, to 
the present site of Hoopeston, reaching his destination October 20, 1853, after 
traveling thirty days. He lived through the ensuing winter with Samuel Gi1- 
bert and devoted his energies to the care of the sheep, which he fed in the 
timber south of Rossviile. The following spring he took up his abode on a 
farm owned by Mr. Hoopes on section 11, Grant township, northwest of the 
present site of Hoopeston. The country was then laregly unsettled, his nearest 
neighbor being two and one-half miles to the south, while he had to travel 
eight miles northward before he came to a habitation. Wolves were numerous 
and Mr. Williams and his hired man must needs be constantly on the alert to 
keep them away from the sheep. The dogs would chase the wolves for a short 
distance and then the latter would turn on the dogs, driving them back to the 
house. He provided a wolf-proof pound in which the sheep were driven when 
evening fell, yet he had to be constantly on the alert to protect his flocks from 
the depredations of the wild beasts. At the end of two years he was the owner 
of a flock of eight hundred sheep, but the long, hard winter and the rattle- 
snakes made sad havoc among live stock and he lost so many of his animals that 
he was obliged to depend upon other resources for a living. Purchasing five 
yoke of oxen and a breaking plow, he devoted his time for three years to the 
arduous task of breaking prairie. The work, however, brought him good re- 
turn, for he made one hundred dollars per month in that way in the summer 
seasons. He also took advantage of the opportunity to secure government land, 
preempting one hundred and sixty acres in Iroquois county, upon which he 
made substantial improvements prior to his marriage. 

Mr. Williams completed his arrangements for having a home of his own 
when on the 9th of June, 1859, he wedded Miss Lavina McFarland, of Iroquois 
county, who was born in Marion county, Ohio. Her parents, Andrew and Sarah 
(Craig) McFarland, had settled in Illinois in 1854 and at their home in Iroquois 
county Mrs. Williams remained until her marriage. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Williams 
were born six children, but only two are now living, Charles C. and Frank H. 
Another son, Walter W., reached adult age but is now deceased. 

The original home of Mr. Williams to which he brought his bride was com- 
posed of a small frame house which he erected and to which he added a house 
standing near by, thus forming quite a comfortable abode for those times. They 
occupied that residence until Christmas of 1859, when they removed to a farm 
in the vicinity of Hoopeston-the same on which Mr. Williams had herded 
sheep. He rented and cultivated that land until 1863, in which year he re- 
moved to a farm southwest of Hoopeston that he occupied for six years. He 
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there engaged in raising cattle, having purchased seventy-five head. Prospering 
in his undertakings, he made judicious investments in land, becoming the owner 
of five hundred acres partially improved, known as the Churchill Boardman 
farm. At that time he concentrated his energies largely upon stock-raising, 
which business he conducted successfully until after the building of the rail- 
road through this section, when he devoted his time more generally to farming. 
He shipped the first carload of cattle ever sent from Grant township. 
His farming and stock-raising interests were both carefully and intelligently 
conducted and in the management of his agricultural interests he met with 
success until 1870, when he met with an accident which resulted in the breaking 
of his leg. 

Thereafter he left the farm and began buying grain in Hoopeston, where 
he also operated an elevator in partnership with A. T. Catherwood. Gradually 
they extended the field of their operations during the seven years in which the 
partnership continued and during the last two years of that time had twelve 
different elevators. They were among the most extensive grain buyers of eastern 
Illinois and their business brought them such prosperity that Mr. \Villiams re- 
tired from active life, his handsome competence enabling him to rest from further 
labor. During these years he had become a half owner of eighteen hundred 
and twenty-five acres of land near Ambia, Benton county, Indiana. The spirit 
of progress always characterized him and he was one of a company that was 
the first to experiment with sugar cane in this locality, while subsequently he  
became one of the promoters of a canning factory which canned the corn product 
from nine hundred acres of land during the first year of its existence. At the 
end of two seasons, however, Mr. VC7illiams severed his connection with that 
enterprise. In  the later years of his life he left the management of his busi- 
ness affairs to his son Charles, while he enjoyed well earned rest. His landed 
possessions embraced thirteen hundred and twenty acres in Indiana and three 
hundred and twenty acres near Gibson City, Illinois. In association with J. A. 
Cunningham he served as an executor of the Thomas Hoopes estate, which 
was the largest estate ever administered in Vermilion county. 

T'ne death of Mr. Williams occurred on the 18th of February, 1905, at 
which time he was one of the oldest settlers in Grant township, having estab- 
lished his home in this section of the state in 1853. He  was then seventy-six 
years of age. Prominent in Masonry, he became a Knight Templar and his 
religious faith was evidenced in his membership in the Universalist church and 
his liberal support of the cause. His political views accorded with the principles 
of the republican party and in all matters of citizenship he occupied a pro- 
gressive position, standing for all that he believed to be of greatest benefit to 
the community. ' 

At the time of his death one of the local papers said: "In his prime he was 
one of the foremost citizens of the county, always ready and willing to do all 
in his power to  advance the moral and material interests of the community. 
The regard in which he was uniformly held is evidence of his high character 
and he was known as a representative of the best element of citizenship in this 
county. He was a man of the strictest integrity and by his life of industry and 
the exercise of economy and wise judgment obtained for himself a competency." 
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For many months before the end came Mr. Williams was confined to his 
bed and death released him from a Iong period of suffering. He ever held 
friendship inviolable and manifested the most unfaltering devotion to his family, 
the happiness of his wife and children being ever with him a paramount interest. 
He had many good qualities, a kindly spirit, a generous disposition and a con- 
sideration at alI times for the rights and privileges of others, and added to 
these was marked business ability and unfaltering integrity, manifested in every 
business transaction. His name is inseparably interwoven with the develop- 
ment of Vermilion county from the period of early progress to the present 
time. He stood for that which is noblest and best in citizenship and in private 
life and as Iong as memory remains to those who knew him his name will be 
revered and honored. 

J. F. RUTTER. 

One of the important productive industries of Vermilion county is the Ross- 
ville Canning Company, of which J. F. Rutter was one of the promoters and is 
now the general manager. In this he has displayed an initiative spirit that has 
led to good results. Judging accurately of his own capacities and powers and 
of the conditions which make up life's contacts and experiences, he has been 
recognized as a strong business man and an influential citizen whose labors con- 
tribute not alone to his individual success but are an element in public progress 
and prosperity. He was born in Dowagiac, Michigan, on the 24th of July, 1853, 
and is a son of Benjamin Franklin and Sarah (Oyler) Rutter, both of whom 
were natives of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. The father was educated in the 
east and on leaving his native state removed to Canton, Ohio, where he re- 
mained for some t h e .  H e  aIso resided for a time in Akron, Ohio, and in 1840 
went to Michigan, where he carried on general merchandising. He was identi- 
fied with mercantile pursuits throughout his entire life and close application 
and well directed effort constituted the basis of his business success. He repre- 
sented one of the old families of Pennsylvania, being connected with the early 
Dutch stock of that state. 

J. F. Rutter acquired his early education in the schools of Michigan while 
spending his youthful days under the parental roof in his native city. He was 
reared in a district noted for the production of fine fruit, in which connection 
the manufacture of baskets and fruit packages has become an important and 
extensive industry. On crossing the threshold of business life Mr. Rutter be- 
came connected with an enterprise of that character and continued in that line 
of trade until he took up his present business when the factories at this point 
were developed. He organized the present company operating under the name 
of the Rossville Canning Company and from its inception has acted as general 
manager. The factory was established in 1904, the business being an incor- 
porated concern. I t  is now one of the largest productive industries of the kind, 
having a capacity of one hundred thousand cans of corn, fifty thousand cans of 
peas and twenty-five thousand cans of peaches, together with large quantities 
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of apples and numerous other fruits. All supplies are arranged for in Chicago 
and the business is in close connection with the leading market centers cf the 
country. The factory is situated on Gilbert street in Rossville, east of the Chi- 
cago & Eastern Illinois Railroad tracks, and has an extensive floor space. It 
is thoroughly equipped with the latest improved machinery and with every 
facility to promote sanitary conditions, and the excellence of the product sent 
out insures a ready sale on the market. Mr. Rutter as the manager and pro- 
moter of the enterprise displays excellent business ability, knows the conditions 
of the trade and in the control of the undertaking has secured a measure of 
success that makes the enterprise a source of gratifying profit to the stock- 
holders. 

In April, 1882, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. Rutter to Miss Della M. 
Lewis, a daughter of Stephen and Lavinia (Runyon) Lewis. Fraternally he 
is connected with the Masons, having taken the degrees of the lodge and chapter, 
He also holds membership relations with the Knights of Pythias, the Woodmen 
of the World, the Mystics and the Commercial Club of Rossville and is master 
of arms in the Knights of Pythias Lodge. In the spring of 1910 he was elected, 
on the independent ticket to the office of alderman in Rossville and in the six 
years of his residence here has been closely identified with the welfare of the 
city, manifesting in this connection the same spirit of enterprise which marks 
him in his private relations. As a business man he has been conspicuous among 
his associates not only for his success but for his probity, fairness and honor- 
able methods. By perseverance, determination and honorable effort he has over- 
thrown the obstacles which have barred his path to success and reached the goal 
of prosperity, while his genuine worth and broad-minded public spirit have 
made him a director of public thought and action in the community where he 
now makes his home. 

D. L. OGDON. 

Carefully formulated and well executed plans have brought D. L. Ogdon 
to a creditable and enviable position in business circles and his efforts have been 
an element in ?he substantial upbuilding of Bismarck, where for many years he 
has now made his home. Formerly identified with merchandising, he is now 
connected with the financial interests of the town as cashier of the Farmers & 
Merchants Bank. 

He was born in Newel1 township, this county, on the ad of March, 1864, 
a son of William S. and Naomi R. (Claypool) Ogdon, both of whom were na- 
tives of Nicholas county, Kentucky, the father's birth having there occurred 
February g, 1831, while the mother's natal day was July 5, 1835. The were 
mamed in that state, September 30, 1852, and the same year came to Vermilion 
county, settling on a farm in Newell township, which they occupied until 1867. 
In that year they removed to southwestern Missouri, where they secured a 
farm which they occupied and improved until 1874. They also lived in Pike 
county, Missouri, for seven years, and then returned to Vermilion county, 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

again taking up their abode m a farm which was their home until 1895, at 
which time they went to Cayuga, Indiana, where Mr. Ogdon turned his atten- 
tion to merchandising, being thus connected with the commercial interests of 
the town until  goo, when he came to Bismarck, where he is now living re- 
tired. His life has been a busy and useful one and his energy has brought 
him a measure of success that now enables him to rest from further labors. 
Unto him and his wife have been born ten children: J. T., a resident of Hoopes- 
ton, Illinois; Sarah R., the wife of James McCormick; Lilly J., who died in 
Missouri in 1878; F. M., a merchant of Alvin, Illinois; D. L., of this review; 
W. H., who is in the railroad service at  Danville; Nancy E., the wife of Francis 
M. Roderick of this county; James W., who is in the railroad mail service in 
Ohio; Arthur, a telegraph operator at Salem, Illinois, and Mary A., the wife 
of James Ashley of Jasonville, Indiana. 

D. L. Ogdon remained at home throughout the period of his boyhood and 
youth and afterward worked as a farm hand for three months. He was then 
employed in connection with the grain business at Alvin for a year, after which 
he began buying grain at Bismarck and so continued until 1886. Following 
his marriage he took up his abode upon a farm which he occupied and cultivated 
for two years, returning then to Bismarck. H e  spent a year in the employ of 
Gundy & Bushnell and later took up his abode on a farm in Newel1 township, 
where he lived for a year. His next home was about five miles northwest of 
Potomac, Illinois, where he remained until 1892, at the end of which time he 
formed a partnership with S. W. Claypool and purchased the general store of 
Gundy & Bushnell in Bismarck. He was then closely associated with mercantile 
interests until 1904, when he sold out and on the 1st of August, I ~ S ,  organized 
the Farmers & Merchants Bank, of which he has since been cashier. The suc- 
cess of this institution is attributable in large measure to  his efforts and his 
enterprise. A general banking business is conducted and the business is carried 
on under safe, conservative lines, awakening public interest and securing a 
liberal patronage. 

Mr. Ogdon was married at Bismarck September 30, 1886, to Miss Martha 
A. Stevens, who was born in Newel1 township, April 3, 1867, and is a daughter 
of Franklin and Lucinda (Young) Stevens. Her father was a native of Ken- 
tucky, born April 21, 1819, and the mother's birth occurred in this county, 
November 17, 1831. Mr. Stevens died February 5 ,  1886, and his wife departed 
this life September 2, 1896. They had but 'two children, the younger being 
Joseph F. Stevens, now a resident of Frankfort. Indiana. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Ogdon were born two daughters, Cecil H., who was born March 25, 1890, and 
is now the wife of E. H. Henderson, their home being on the farm which was 
the birthplace of her mother; Leila B., who was born June 17, 1895. and is 
still at  home. The death of Mrs. Ogdon occurred September 26, 1905, and 
she was laid to rest in Gundy cemetery. On the 29th of October, 1908, Mr. 
Ogdon was again married, his second union being with Miss Anna Standish, 
who was born near Salem, Indiana, and is a daughter of L. and Emily (Martin) 
Standish, the former a descendant of Miles Standish, the colonial governor of 
Massachusetts. Her father died in 19x0, but the mother still survives, mak- 
ing her home in Indiana. In the family of Mr. and Mrs. Standish were four 
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children. One daughter has been born of the second marriage of Mr. Ogdon, 
Salome Standish, whose birth occurred August- 20, 1909. 

Politically Mr. Ogdon is a republican and has served as township school 
treasurer. He  and his wife are members of the Church of Christ, in which he 
has served as elder. As the years have passed he has won gratifying and credit- 
able prosperity. He deserves all the praise implied by the term self-made man, 
for his success is attributable entirely to his own efforts. That he has prospered 
in his undertakings is indicated in the fact that he is now one of the large stock- 
hoIders as well as officials of the Farmers & Merchants Bank of Bismarck and 
that he also owns one hundred and eighty-five acres of land on sections 22, 23 
and 27, Newel1 township, together with the bank building and a good residence 
in the city. Throughout his entire life he has quickly recognized and utilized 
opportunities which others have passed heedlessly by and in the improvement 
of the advantages which have come to him he has steadily progressed toward 
the goal of success and is now numbered among Vermilion county's men of 
affluence. 

WILLIAM R. WILSON. 

Fifty-two years seems a long period in which to  reside in one locality. The 
residence of William R. Wilson in Vermilion county, however, dates from July 
2, 1858, to the present time. I t  was on that date that he was born on the farm 
which is now his home and throughout the intervening years he has been con- 
nected with agricultural pursuits in this part of the state. He  represents one 
of the oldest pioneer families, his parents being Alonzs and Margaret (Clapp) 
Wilson, who came to Vermilion county in 1834. The father was a native of 
Ohio and the mother of North Carolina. The year following their arrival here 
,Mr. Wilson entered land from the government. The Black Hawk war had 
occurred only three years before and all of the settlers were familiar with the 
Indian history of the region and there were still many evidences of Indian 
occupancy. The greater part of the land was covered with forest trees or wild 
prairie grasses and it required much arduous labor to transform the land into 
productive. fields. Year after year, however, Alonzo Wilson carried on the 
work, remaining upon the old homestead until 1876, when he removed with 
his wife to Sullivan county, Indiana. There he resided until called to his final 
rest in November, 1896. His widow still survives at  the age of eighty-four 
years. In their family were nine children, of whom five are yet living, namely: 
John A., a resident of this county; George D., whose home is in Los Angeles, 
California ; William R. ; Adelia A., who is now teaching school ; and Gertrude 
A., who is living with her mother. 

William R. Wilson remained at home to the age of twenty-thtee years. In 
the meantime, however, he had acquired a good education in the public schools 
and in Union Christian College at  Merom, .Indiana. On starting out in life 
for himself he rented the old homestead, which he continued to cultivate for 
four years. He  then went to Wilson county, Kansas, where he remained for 
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six years, after which he returned to State Line, Vermilion county, where he 
made his home for two years. H e  then again located on the old homestead on 
section 34, Newell township, and has since made it his place of residence. In 
the operation and improvement of his farm he is meeting with success, for his 
methods are practical and resultant, his energy bringing to him the most desirable 
returns. For twenty-two years he engaged in teaching school during the winter 
months, being thus employed for five years while in Kansas and the remainder 
of the time in Vermilion county, so that he has been closely associated with 
educational interests. 

In  1881 Mr. Wilson was united in marriage to Miss Stella W. Barker, who 
was born in Star City, Indiana, a daughter of Clement H. and Martha A. 
(Washington) Barker, natives of Ohio and Indiana respectively. Her father 
died June 5,  1897, and the mother now makes her home with Mrs. Wilson. In 
the Barker family were six children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wilson have been 
born three children: Daphne J., who was born May 14, 1888, and is now the 
wife of Ed. Gilbert of Defiance, Ohio; Max 'A., at home; and one who died 
in infancy. 

The parents are members of the Christian church and hold to high ideals 
in their religious life. For eleven years Mr. Wilson has been secretary of the 
Central Illinois Christian Conference. He gives his political support to the 
republican party and for seven years has filled the office of assessor, his con- 
tinuance in the indicating his fidelity to duty as well as his promptness 
and accuracy. He has served as school director and throughout his entire life 
has done all in his power to further the interests of education, recognizing the 
fact that the public-school system constitutes one of the bulwarks of the nation. 

FRANK W. JONES. 

Although still a young man Frank W. Jones has already gained a creditable 
position at the Vermilion county bar and is now serving as city attorney of 
Danville. He  was born in Fountain county, Indiana, May 3, 1876, and is a son 
of John K. and Hamet (Pugh) Jones, who were natives of Ohio and Indiana 
respectively. The father, who is a farmer by occupation, now resides at State 
Line, Indiana. 

Frank W. Jones obtained his elementary education in the country schools 
of Indiana and Illinois and subsequently attended Greer College at Hoopeston, 
Illinois, where he completed the scientific course and was graduated in 1899. He 
subsequently .entered the Bloomington Law School and was graduated from that 
institution in 1902. In December of the same year he was admitted to practice 
in Illinois and the following year located at Danville, where he has since fol- 
lowed his profession. He has a thorough and comprehensive knowledge of the 
law and has already met with most excellent success. In April, I-, he was 
elected city attorney of Danville and is now discharging the duties of that office 
with credit to himself and to the entire satisfaction of the public. He was not 
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long in building up an excellent practice and becuming one of the popular citizens 
of Danville. 

Mr. Jones was married in 1901 to Miss Came M. Wade, a daughter of 
William P. Wade, o i  Pana, Illinois, and they now have two sons, William Wade, 
and John Frank, while Harvey Shaw is deceased. The parents hold member- 
ship in the Christian church and Mr. Jones is also affiliated with the Modem 
Woodmen of America, the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and the Eagles. 
Although still a young man he is widely and popularly known, figuring promi- 
nently in public affairs as well as in the profession which he has chosen as his 
life work. 

EDWARD A. FOX. 

Edward A. Fox, who was born-near Oakwood, April 21, 1871, and is now 
engaged in business a t  that place, is a son of Joseph E. and Lavina A. (Sallee) 
Fox. The father was a native of Pennsylvania, and the mother of Illinois, and 
they were married in this state, where Mr. Fox farmed and worked at the car- 
penter's trade at the same time, continuing at these vocations until his death on 
the 13th of November, 1880. The mother was called from earthly scenes No- 
vember 22, 1881, leaving her son an orphan a t  eleven years of age and largely 
facing the world upon his own responsibility. The other children of the family 
were: Charles B., deceased; Mary C., deceased; William H., a resident of Ver- 
milion comty; Frank L., of Illinois; and Ora M., of Ohio. 

For one year Edward A. Fox lived with an aunt and then began to work 
for John H. Jones, a farmer, receiving his board and clothes as a recompense 
for his labor. After two years, being now a stalwart lad and ambitious to get 
forward as fast as possible, he began working for wages in the summer and 
boarding with his grandfather in the winter while attending school. In this 
way the time passed until he reached twenty-one years of age, when he was mar- 
ried and for three years rented a farm. At twenty-four years of age he went to 
Kansas and spent four years in that state, working at the carpenter's trade. On 
his return to Illinois, he continued to follow his trade until 1906, since which 
time he has acted as manager of the warehouse and grain elevator of B. B. 
Miner at Oakwood, performing his duties in such a way as to merit the com- 
mendation of his employer and also of the public with whom he daily comes in 
contact. 

On July 28, 1892, Mr. Fox was married to Miss FIorilla Emmett, a native 
of Illinois and a daughter of George and Kathrine (Powell) Emmett. Her 
father was born in this state and her mother in Pennsylvania. They came to 
Vermilion county at an early day and here they continued until 1894, when they 
removed to Wilson county, Kansas, where the head of the family was called to  
his final rest in 1909. The mother is still living in Wilson county. Ten chiIdren 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Emmett: Florilla, who became the wife of Mr. Fox; 
Gertrude, Florence and Guy, all deceased; Rolla and Harry, residents of Kan- 
sas ; Charles, deceased; Donald, of Kansas; Ruth; and Mabel, deceased. 
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The wife of Mr. Fox having been called to her last rest in February, 1902, 
he was a second time married, the lady of his choice being Miss Celestia Lane, 
of Oakwood, a daughter of John H. and Laura (Smith) Lane, both natives 
of this county and still living here. They were the parents of seven children: 
Celestia; Ella, the wife of Frank Stedman; and Lulu, Minta, Bertha, Florence 
and Charles, all living at home. One child, Cecil H., born May I, 1895, was 
the result of the first marriage of Mr. Fox; and there is also one child by the 
second union, Frances G., born April 7, 1909. 

Politically Mr. Fox is identified with the republican party. He has never 
sought public office, but votes for those measures and men that he considers most 
essential to the welfare of the community. Having been early thrown upon his 
own resources, he is a self-made man and his life up to the present time has 
involved several vicissitudes which might have discouraged one less resolute 
than himself. However, he has never yielded to discouragement and, having 
overcome difficulties, he is now stronger than ever before and better able to 
meet whatever fortune the future may have in store for him. I t  is to the stout 
and resolute heart that the final victory comes, and all experience shows that it 
is only by conquering difficulties that we attain the object of our ambition. Mr. 
Fox has many friends whom he has gained by a life of industry and rightly 
directed endeavor- the only life worth living and the one that leads to ulti- 
mate triumph. 

THOMAS E. SILKEY. 

Thomas E. Silkey, now living retired in Danville, was for many years actively 
engaged in the conduct of important industrial and commercial interests, and his 
initiative spirit and careful execution of his plans brought him the success 
which now enables him to enjoy the comforts of life without recourse to fur- 
ther labor. He is the owner of the Silkey Flats of Danville and of valuable 
farm property in the state. 

Ohio numbers him among her native sons, his birth having occurred in Dres- 
den, Muskingum county, in 1851. His father, John P. Silkey, was born in 
Jersey City, New Jersey, in 1824. During the period of his residence in Ohio 
he organized a company there for service in the Civil war, but the medical ex- 
amination showed him physically unfit for active duty at the front and he was 
not accepted. He was married in 1850 to Miss Mary McMahan, who was 
born in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, about 1827. While a resident of Ohio John 
P. Silkey engaged in the hardware business but after removing to Illinois be- 
came a commercial traveler. He died February 6, 1907, and his wife passed 
away in August, 1874. Unto them were born six children, of whom five &e 
still living: Joseph B., who married Miss Harriet Cooper; Jennie B., the wife 
of John T. Freeman; Charles M., who wedded Annie Hershey and lives in 
PuIaski, Illinois; Annie M., the wife of J. Henry Freeman, of Ogden, Illinois; 
and Thomas E. 
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The last named was a youth of twelve years when the famiIy left Ohio and 
came to Illinois, arriving in this state in 1863. H e  attended school in Urbana 
and after completing his education became engaged in the hardware and tinware 
business, spending four years at Sidney, Illinois, after which he removed to 
Ogden, Illinois, where he made his home for twenty-one years. A part of that 
period he was associated with his brother, who managed the local interests of 
the firm, while Thomas E. Silkey went upon the road as a traveling salesman. 
In 1892 he turned his attention to the manufacture of stoves and ranges at 
Muncie, Indiana, under the name of the Joseph Bell Stove & Range Company, 
of which Joseph Bell was president and treasurer; E. Snell, vice president; E. 
A. Dufrene, secretary; and T. E. Silkey, manager. They established a large 
plant a t  Muncie and conducted a growing and profitable business, Mr. Silkey 
remaining in active connection therewith until 1900, when he sold out. In the 
meantime, in 1898, he had become a resident of Danville, where he still makes 
his home. While in Ogden he engaged in the furniture trade in connection 
with the hardware business, but at the present time he is living retired on ac- 
count of his health. He  has made judicious investments in real estate and is 
the owner of valuable property, including two farms comprising two hundred 
and sixty acres in Champaign county. He has never occupied the farms, pur- 
chasing them merely as an investment, and from them he derives a good in- 
come. He also owns what is known as the Silkey Flats on Franklin street in 
Danville. He occupies the one at No. 308 Franklin street and is living retired, 
enjoying well merited rest. 

Mr. Silkey was married in 1893 to Miss Allie E. Richards, a daughter of 
J. T. and Nora Richards, of Muncie, Indiana. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Silkey have 
been born two sons. Charles E., born January j, 1894, is now in his third year 
in high school. Paul, born in June, 1895, is also attending school. Mrs. Silkey 
and one of her sons belong to the Kimber Methodist church. 

Mr. Silkey has been a member of the Masonic fraternity since 1874, while 
his father joined the organization in 1854. In his political views Thomas E. 
Silkey is a democrat and has optimistic faith in the party and its principles 
His life has been a busy and useful one and throughout his business career he 
has manifested an aptitude for successful management. Whatever he has un- 
dertaken he has carried forward to completion and his labors have been result- 
ant factors in the attainment of .the prosperity which now places him with the 
men of affluence in his adopted city. 

EON. JOSEPH B. MANN. 

Hon. Joseph B. Mann, the leading attorney of Danville, who is now serving 
a s  corporation counsel, was born in Somerville, New Jersey, November g, 1843, 
his parents being John M. and Elizabeth (Bonnell), Mann, who were natives of 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey respectively. The Mann family is of Scotch and 
Holland origin, while the Bonnells were of French and Irish extraction. On com- 
-ing to this country the paternal ancestors of our subject settled in Pennsylvania 
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and his great-grandfather Mann was in the battle of Germantown, where he 
had command of a militia regiment. His great-grandfather Mattison was a 
private soldier in the Revolution. 

John M. Mann, our subject's father, was also a lawyer by profession and 
was engaged in practice in New Jersey for thirty-five years. H e  was promi- 
nently identified with public affairs, serving as a member of the legislature of 
that state, and as county clerk and surrogate of Somerset county, besides filling 
a number of minor offices. Both he and wife died in Somerville. In  their 
family were eight children, of whom Joseph B. Mann is the youngest. The 
family has ever been a patriotic and loyal one and four of the sons entered the 
Union army during the dark days of the Civil war. William was an adjutant 
in the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry; Charles B. 
was major in the Seventy-fourth Indiana regiment; Samuel B. was ser- 
grant major in the Third New Jersey Volunteer Infantry; and John W. 
was adjutant of the Twenty-seventh New Jersey Regiment. Charles B. was 
wounded in the battle of Chickamauga and John W. died from disease resulting 
from a severe attack of typhoid fever contracted while in the army. 

During his boyhood and youth Joseph B. Mann attended both public and 
private schools, preparing for college at Poughkeepsie, New York. He entered 
the sophomore class of Rutger's College at New Brunswick, New Jersey, in the 
fall of 1862 and was graduated from that institution in June, 1865. In the fa11 
of the same year he came west and commenced preparing for the legal profes- 
sion in a law school in Chicago, where he continued his studies until the 
spring of 1866. He then came to Danville and entered the law office of Oliver 
L. Davis as a student, being admitted to the bar ir. March, 1867. After prac- 
ticing alone for a few months, he was elected city attornev of Danville in May, 
1867, and held that office for one year, refusing reeleiticm. In the fall of 1867 
he formed a partnership with Judge E. S. Terry, which connection continued 
until March, 1868, when he entered into partnershinp with his former preceptor, 
Oliver L. Davis, this connection continuing until Mr. Davis' election to the cir- 
cuit bench in 1873. In 1875 Mr. Mann formed a copartnership with W. J. Cal- 
houn and later De Witt C. Frazier was also admitted to the firm, the three en- 
gaging in practice together until the election of Mr. Calhoun to the office of 
states attorney of Vermilion county. In  1885, upon the retirement of Judge 
Davis from the bench, Mr Mann became his partner and continued in practice 
with him until Judge Davis' retirement in 1888, when Mr. Calhoun and Mr. 
Mann again formed a partnership which continued until 1892. In that year 
our subject removed to Chicago, where he forrned a partnership with Curtis H. 
Remy, remaining there until the fall of I T ~ O I ,  when he returned to Danville and 
has since engaged in the practice of his profession in this city. He is a well read 
lawyer, thoroughly familiar with precedents, and in trial cases has been rmark- 
ably successful. 

In January, 1874, Mr. Mann was united in marriage to Miss Lucy A. Davis, 
a daughter of Judge Oliver L. and Sarah M. Davis. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Mann 
have been born three children, namely: Fred B., Oliver D. and Nellie D., all 
of whom are yet living. 
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Since casting his first presidential vote in 1864 for General George B. Mc- 
Clellan, while living in New Jersey, Mr. Mann has been a stalwart supporter of 
the democratic party and its principles. On that ticket he was elected a mem- 
ber of the Illinois general assembly, taking his seat in January, 1881, and served 
one term. He also served one term as alderman of his ward in the city council 
of Danville and in rgog was appointed corporation counsel. His official duties 
have always been dischzrged in such a manner as to  win commendation and 
in both prsfessi~zai and social life he occupies an enviable position. 

WILLIAM A. McMAHON. 

IVilliam A. McMahon, a young man of excellent business ability, whose 
clear insight and ready appreciation of opportunities have enabled him to work 
his way upward, is now private secretary to C. B. Spang, of Georgetown, Illi- 
nois, and is also a partner with Mr. Spang in real-estate operations and in the 
manufacture of cement machines. He was born June 17, 1876, and is a son 
of WiIliam and Martha (Perry) McMahun. The father acquired his early edu- 
cation in the schools of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and when a boy went to 
Canada, where he took up work upon a farm, being there employed until eight- 
een years of age. H e  next became a resident of Logan county, Illinois, where 
he rented land and carried on farming for about ten years. On the expiration 
of that period he removed to Iroquois county, where he purchased a farm of 
eighty acres, to which he added as his financial resources increased, making it 
a valuable property of two hundred acres, upon which he resided continuousIy 
until 1905. He then disposed of that property and purchased three hundred 
acres near Fort Wayne, Indiana. He was regarded as one of the enterprising 
and representative agriculturists of the communities in which he resided, dis- 
playing excellent business ability and unfaltering diligence. He  met an acci- 
dental death upon his farm and the property descended to his children, by whom 
it is still owned. In  his family were ten children: Eliza Jane, Charles C., Ed- 
ward L., Harvey S.. Frank, William A., Flora B., Hattie E., John R. and one 
who died in infancy. Of these children Edward L. and Frank have also passed 
away. 

LVilliam A. McMahon is a native of Iroquois county and after mastering the 
elementary branches of learning there in the country schools he spent one year 
in Grand Prairie Seminary at Onarga, Illinois, and three years as a student in 
Greer CoIIege at  Hoopeston. He afterward pursued a correspondence course 
under an expert accountant of New York city and thus by liberal educational 
training became well equipped for practical and responsible duties in the busi- 
ness world. Starting in business life, he spent one year in the employ of the 
firm of Young & Hamilton at Cissna Park, Illinois. Subsequently he engaged 
in teaching in the country schooIs for four years and also had charge of the pen- 
manship department at Greer college in Hoopeston for four years. On the 
expiration of that period he came to Danville, where he remained for one year, 
removing thence to Georgetown, where he entered upon active business rela- 
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tions with Mr. Spang in 1901. He started as a clerk in the office and has been 
appointed through intermediate positions until he now has charge of Mr. Spang's 
business interests, which are very extensive. He is also associated with Mr. 
Spang in the ownership of real estate and in the manufacture of cement ma- 
chines. Mr. McMahon is likewise interested in Florida lands. H e  has made- 
for himself a most creditable business standing and his enterprising spirit, per-- 
severance and determination have enabled him to pass many on the highway of 
life who perhaps started out in advance of him. 

On the 18th of October, 1904, Mr. McMahon was married to Miss Melvina 
C. McWhorter, a daughter of James T. and Carrie (Strayhorn) McWhorter. 
The father is a miller by trade and now resides in Georgetown. Unto Mr. and 
Mrs. McMahon have been born two children, Edward and Mary, who are the 
life of the household. In his political views Mr. McMahon has been a repub- 
lican since age conferred upon, him the right of franchise. H e  holds member- 
ship in the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and belongs to the Methodist 
Episcopal church, the family being prominent in all church affairs. He has 
always lived in this section of the state and the fact that many of his stanchest 
friends are numbered among those who have known him from his boyhood to 
the present time is an indication of an upright and well spent life. H e  mani- 
fests sterling qualities not only in his business activities but also in his social 
and citizenship relations and is justly accounted one of the valued residents 
of the community. 

JOHN SEITER. 

Among the representative farmers of Newel1 township may be named John 
Seiter, who eleven years ago became permanently identified with Vermilion 
county as a landowner in that township. He was born in Dearborn county, 
Indiana, February 22, 1855, and is a son of Nicholas and Margaret (Stidleman) 
Seiter, both natives of Germany, who settled in Indiana with their respective 
parents. There the father died in 1865, the mother surviving for forty years 
and being called away in 1905. 

John Seiter was educated in the common schools until twenty-one years of 
age, when on account of his father's death he was thrown upon his own re- 
sources and from that time has depended upon his own exertions for whatever 
success he has attained. He  early became acquainted with general farming 
operations and after ceasing to work by the month he rented land until 1899, 
when he bought sixty acres of the farm which he now owns. This he im- 
proved and developed, increasing his holdings from time to time, and he now 
has one of the highly productive farms of the township. 

On December 25, 1881, Mr. Seiter was united in marriage to Miss Martha 
Gamer, a daughter of Addison and Angeline (Shaw) Gamer. Mr. Gamer 
was a nstive of Virginia and his wife of Ohio. They removed to Illinois in 
1878 ancl Mrs. Gamer is still living in Danville, her husband having departed 
this life in 1907. They were the parents of eight children: Martha, the wife 
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of the subject of this sketch; Albert, of Danville; Frank, Warner and Adda, 
also of Danville; Thades, deceased; Frederick, of Danville ; and Rowena, de- 
ceased. T o  Mr. and Mrs. Seiter nine children were born: Carrie, deceased; 
Clara and Frank, both at home; Grover, deceased; Thalia, Martha and Grace, 
who are all living at home; and two who died in infancy. Mr. and Mrs. Seiter 
are conscientious and active in the discharge of their duties which they owe to 
their neighbors and the community. Politically he is in sympathy with the 
democratic party, but he has never been a seeker for office. By industry and 
perseverance .Mr. Seiter has acquired his farm and a home provided with the 
comforts of a well regulated household, and here he and his family enjoy the 
result of self-denial and toil. H e  has inherited many of the sturdy character- 
istics of a worthy ancestry, and among them is fidelity to his family, which is 
one of the important elements in the establishment of a home and thus forms 
a basis for civilized society. 

EDWIN R. PARTLO'CV. 

Edwin R. Partlow, secretary of the Equitable Building & Loan Association 
and also conducting a general insurance agency, has built up an extensive busi- 
ness to which he devotes his entire time and attention. His close application, 
his strong purpose, his conservative and honorable methods constitute the basis 
of the success which classes him with the leading and representative business 
men of Danville, his native city. 

He was born February 6, 1867. His father, Asa Partlow, also a native 
of Danville, was a son of Reuben Partlow, who came from Kentucky to Illi- 
nois in pioneer times and was closely associated with the upbuilding and progress 
of Vermilion county. Asa Partlow was one of the first white male children 
born in this city, his natal year being 1833. Having arrived at years of maturity, 
he wedded Mary Murdock, a native of Indiana, and both have now passed 
away, Mr. Partlow's death occurring on the 29th of April, 1892, while his wife, 
surviving him for many years, died on the 22d of May, 1909. Asa Partlow 
was for many years one of the well known and prominent merchants of Dan- 
vilie, being for a period a member of the firm of Lamm, Partlow & Company, 
the predecessors of the firm of Partlow & Company, general merchants. Under 
the latter caption he continued in business until 1871. The following year he 
became connected with insurance and building association interests and from 
1875 until 1883 was secretary of the old Peoples Building & Loan Association. 
From 1880 until 1892 he was also secretary of the Equitable Building & Loan 
Association and in the latter year was succeeded by his son. He met with 
substantial success in both merchantile and insurance lines and, carefully direct- 
ing his interests, achieved results that were directly attributable to his enter- 
prise and ready utilization of opportunities. A man of high character, his posi- 
tion in public regard was an enviable one and upon the history of Danville he 
left the impress of his individuality, for at all times he was a ccmperant factor in 
the measures and movements that were instituted for the public good. 
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Edwin R. Partlow is one of a family of three sons and two daughters, but 
only one brother, Augustus A., is now living. At the usual age Edwin R. 
Partlow entered the public schools of Danville, and passing through consecutive 
grades was graduated from the high school with the class of 1885. The follow- 
ing day he entered his father's office and has been continuously connected with 
the business since that time. H e  is not only secretary of the Equitable Build- 
ing & Loan Association, to which office he succeeded in 1892, but also con- 
ducts a general insurance business, representing some of the most substantial 
fire and accident insurance companies. In both connections he has secured a 
large clientage and to the further development and management of his interests 
he devotes his entire time. 

On the 19th of September, 1893, Mr. Partlow was united in marriage to 
Lerene M. Fanson, a native of Bowmanville, Ontario, and they have one 
daughter, Edna M. Mr. Partlow is well known in fraternal circles. In the 
Masonic fraternity he has taken the degrees of the blue lodge, chapter and 
commandery, and is deputy master of the Lodge of Perfection and junior 
warden of the chapter of Rose Croix. He is a past chancellor of Damascus 
Lodge, No. 84, Knights of Pythias, belongs to the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks and other organizations, which find him loyal to their teachings, 
exemplifying in his life the beneficient and helpful spirit which underlies these 
societies. The salient features in his life command the confidence and respect 
of his fellowmen. The qualities which he has displayed in relation to all mat- 
ters of general moment mark him as one of the public-spirited citizens of Dan- 
ville. H e  stands as a worthy representative of one of the oldest pioneer farn- 
ilies of the city and his record is a credit to a name which has long been an 
honored one in Vermilion county. 

JOHN S. MILLER. 

John S. Miller, starting out in life as a farm hand, became in the course 
of years a successful agriculturist and from 1883 until the time of his death 
in 1895 owned and occupied a valuable farming property in this county in the 
vicinity of Hoopeston. He was born near Strasburg, Franklin county, Penn- 
sylvania, April g, 1819, a son of William and Rebecca (Strain) Miller. The 
father was a farmer who several years after the birth of his son removed west- 
ward to Tippecanoe county, Indiana, where he secured land and began farming. 

John S. Miller acquired his education in the schools of Pennsylvania and 
Indiana but at the age of nineteen left school, owing to his father's death, for 
it became necessary that he aid in the support of the family. H e  did this by 
working by the month as a farm hand. While thus employed he carefully saved 
his earnings and a few years later purchased a farm, on which he established 
his widowed mother in a comfortable home. Toward her he ever displayed the 
most filial care and devotion, thus repaying her for the love with which she 
guarded his youth. For a half century he resided in Tippecanoe county, de- 
voting his entire time and attention to general agricultural pursuits and in 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 335 

1883 he came to Vermilion county, purchasing a tract of land near Hoopeson 
from John Williams. Taking up his abode upon that place, he did not personally 
engage in tilling the soil but rented the farm, while he practically retired from 
active life, enjoying a well earned rest throughout his remaining days. His life 
had been a very busy, active and useful one and his retirment was the well 
merited reward of his labor. 

In 1851 Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Leah Stephenson, who 
died in 1877 The only child born of that marriage is now deceased. On the 
18th of February, 1879, Mr. Miller was united in marriage to Miss Sarah 
Combs, a daughter of Elias and Elsie (Alexander) 'combs, the former a farmer 
of Hendricks county, Indiana. The son of this marriage, Frank E. Miller, 
resides on the old home farm and is numbered among the enterprising a,@ul- 
turists of the commuity. He married Miss Fannie L. Bailey, of Tippecanoe 
county, Indiana, and they have one child, Harold. Mrs. Miller now resides in 
Hoopeston, having removed to the city since the death of her husband on the 
7th of September, 1Sg5. J 

In his political views Mr. Miller was .an earnest republican and never neg- 
lected the duties of citizenship, although he neither sought nor desired office. 
H e  always kept well informed on the issues of the day and gave to the candi- 
dates of the party his earnest support. He was devoted to his family, was a 
good neighbor and a faithful friend. He was extremely sociable by nature and 
enjoyed the companionship of those of congenial tastes and interests. H e  readily 
recognized the good in others and was loved by all who knew him. He left 
a comfortable competence to his family and also the untarnished name which is 
rather to be chosen than great riches. 

THOh1AS SAILOR. 

Thomas Sailor, engaging in merchandising and in the conduct of a restaurant 
at Oakwood, was born in Vermilion county, Illinois, December 6, 1875. The 
family has been represented here from an early day. His parents were David 
S. and Rosanna ( McGown) Sailor. The mother was born in Ireland but spent 
much of her girlhood in Canada. The father was a native of Ohio and they 
were married in Canada but soon afterward came to Illinois, settling upon a 
farm in Vermilion county, where Mr. Sailor rented land for several years. 
During that period he carefully saved his earnings, after which he purchased a 
farm near Fairmount of twenty acres. H e  took up his abode thereon and in 
connection with its cultivation also operated other land for several years. He 
then sold out and bought another tract of land near Oakwood. upon which his 
widow still resides, his death having occurred in 1893. Their family numbered 
seven children: William J., who is living with his mother on the old home 
farm; Samuel C., a stockman of Vermilion County; Hannah I., the wife of D. 
W. Gohn, of Rochester, Indiana; Rebecca, who died at the age of fifteen years; 
Thomas, of this review; and James and Rosa M., both with their mother. 
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No event of special importance occurred to vary the routine of farm life 
for  Thomas Sailor in his boyhood and youth. H e  worked in the fields during 
the summer months and attended school in the winter seasons. At the age of 
twenty-two years he began farming on his own account near Oakwood and con- 
tinued the business for five years, after which he removed to the village and 
carried on teaming for four years. Subsequently he was employed at day labor 
for three years, at the end of which time he bought a store and at present is 
conducting a restaurant and mercantile business in Oakwood. H e  is prospering 
in his undertakings and his close application and energy have been the strong 
points in his success whereby he has made steady progress along well defined 
lines of labor. 

On the zgd of March, 1898, Mr. Sailor was married to Miss Myrtle Stiner, 
a native of Illinois and a daughter of Benjamin and Sarah (Peters) Stiner, 
the former born in Pennsylvania and the latter in Illinois. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Sailor have been born two children: Ethel May who was born September 16, 
1901, and died in infancy ; and Gladys M., who was born January 21, ~goq.  

Mrs. Sailor holds membership in the Christian church and Mr. Sailor be- 
longs to  the Modem Woodmen Camp of Oakwmd, while both are members 
of Oakwood Lodge, No. 830, of the Court of Honor. His political endorse- 
ment is given to the republican party, but he never sought nor held office, giv- 
ing his attention rather to his business interests, wherein his close application 
and diligence have brought him substantial success. 

S. E. CORNELIUS. 

S. E. Cornelius, a well known restaurant proprietor of Georgetown, was 
born in Adarns County, Ohio, on the 11th of March, 1871, his parents being C. 
W. and Sarah E. (Walker) Cornelius. The father, likewise a native of that 
county, was born on the 29th of December, 1847, while the mother's birth oc- 
curred in Ohio on the 1st of August, 1845. Their marriage was celebrated in 
Highland County, Ohio, where C. W. Cornelius still resides. Throughout his 
entire business career he has successfully carried on general agricultural pursuits. 

S. E. Cornelius obtained his education in the grammar schools of his native 
county and subsequently secured employment in a planing mill, while later he 
worked in a carriage manufactory at Cincinnati, Ohio, for some time. On arriv- 
ing in Danville, Illinois, on the 17th of August, 1897, he accepted a position in a 
planing mill and afterward entered the service of the Chicago & Eastern Illi- 
nois Railroad, being identified with construction work for five years. On the 
expiration of that period he opened a restaurant in Georgetown and has since 
conducted a successful establishment of this character, having won an ex- 
tensive and desirable patronage. 

On the 23d of June, 1901, Mr. Cornelius was joined in wedlock to Miss 
Mary A. Edmunds. They have one son, Robert, whose natal day was April 23, 
1903, and who is a pupil in the Georgetown grammar school. Mrs. Cornelius 
was born in Georgetown, March 4, 1872, and was educated in the grammar and 
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high schools of that city. She is the third in order of birth in a family of four 
children whose parents were Benjamin and Susan (Mack) Edmunds. The 
father, who was a harnessmaker by trade, was born and reared on a farm, 
where he remained until he attained his majority. H e  lived with an uncle 
and received his education there. After his marriage he turned his attention to 
the harnessmaker's trade, which he continued to follow up to the time of his 
death in 1892. He had come to this county from Eugene, Indiana, and spent 
his last years in Georgetown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Cornelius are devoted and consistent members of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, taking an active and helpful interest in its work. Mr. Cor- 
nelius has taken great pleasure in the gathering of relics and now has an in- 
teresting and valuable collection on display in his restaurant. He is a gentle- 
man of genial disposition and courteous manner and has other sterling qualities 
which command the friendship and regard of those with whom he is brcl~ght 
in contact. 

EDWIN JAMES DRAPER. 

Edwin James Draper, who passed away on the 4th of February, 1910, 
left the impress of his individuality upon the commercial history, upon public 
progress and upon the social development of DanvilIe, where he made his home 
for many years. H e  was born April 30, 1838, on the Cole farm in Vermilion 
County, but was only six weeks old when his parents took their family and re- 
turned to Vermont, where he lived until twelve years of age. H e  early became 
imbued with the enterprising spirit which has ever dominated the middle west 
and has led to its substantial growth and progress. His father, Jonathan Draper, 
was a native of Benning-ton, Vermont, and at an early day made his way west- 
ward with horse and wagon. Altogether he made seven trips back and forth 
by wagon or on horseback. In 1866 he took up his abode permanently in 
Aurora and was there engaged in the silver plating business. H e  wedded Philena 
Galusia, a daughter of Charles Galusia, one of the early settlers of Illinois. 

Edwin James Draper pursued his education in the schools of North Ben- 
nington, Vermont. In  1857 he again came to the west as a young man of nine- 
teen years and located first at Sidney, Illinois, where he engaged in business. 
H e  afterward conducted business at  different points until the opening of the 
CiviI war. In response to the country's call for aid he enlisted at Danville as 
a member of Company C, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry, 
under Colonel Harm. I t  was in July, 1861, that he joined his regiment, with 
which he served until the close of hostilities, acting as hospital steward and in 
other capacities. 

When the country no longer needed his aid Mr. Draper returned to Dan- 
ville and cast in his lot with the early merchants of this city. H e  was for a 
short time engaged in the grocery business in connection with A. G. Webster, 
and after the dissolution of their partnership he established a store of his own 
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and conducted it with continuous and gratifying success for twenty-nine years, 
Later he was engaged in the hardware business for seven years and also pros- 
pered in that undertaking. He was diligent and enterprising and his close a p  
plication, resourcefulness, study of the conditions of the trade and unfalter- 
ing industry brought him to a prominent position among the leading merchants 
of this city. His business methods, too, were thoroughtly reliable and thus 
he acquired a handsome competence that enabled him to live retired during 
the last four years of his life. 

In Danville, in 1865, Mr. Draper was united in marriage to Miss Angeline 
Probst, whose family are mentioned in connection with the sketch of her sister, 
Mrs. James Knight, on another page of this work. Mr. and Mrs. Draper had 
one son, Frank Amos, now deceased, and their adopted daughter, Lillian, has 
also passed away. 

In his political views Mr. Draper was long an earnest republican, sup- 
porting the party which was the defense of the Union during the dark days of 
the Civil war and which has always been the party of reform and progress. 
He belonged to the Kimber Methodist Episcopal church, of which he was treas- 
urer for twenty years, and in the work of the church he was deeply and actively 
interested, cooperating in its various measures and movements for the benefit 
of humanity. He died February 4, 1910, leaving to his widow the competence 
acquired through an honorable business career and the memory of an untarnished 
name. Theirs was a close relationship, marked by a most congenial companion- 
ship, Mr. Draper's first interest being ever for her with whom he so long 
traveled life's journey. During his long residence in Danville he commanded 
the respect of all, winning esteem and admiration no less by an irreproachable 
life than by his activity and honesty in business affairs. 

, - -  . 
G. H. PRILLAMAN. 

G. H. Prillaman has every reason to be proud of his present position as 
mayor of Rossville for he is one of the youngest mayors of the entire state and 
was elected to the position by a large majority on the independent ticket. More- 
over, he is well known in commercial circles in connection with the grain busi- 
ness, being associated with his father in this line. He was born in Welling- 
ton, Illinois, March 15, 1886, and is a son of \ITilliam 3T. and Effie (Hamilton) 
Prillaman. His grandparents were William and Rachel / AIarkley ) Prillaman, 
who removed from Wells county, Indiana, to Illinois during the boyhood days 
of their sun William, whose birth had occurred in Wells county. He  was reared 
to the occupation of farming and for a considerable period was closely associated 
with agricultural interests. In I@ he came to Rossville and embarked in 
the grain trade in which he is still actively engaged. 

G. H. Prillaman was educated in the schools of Rossville and pursued a 
business course in Chicago, attending the Commercial Business College, of which 
he is a graduate. He  has always been connected more or less with the grain 
trade and is now in partnership with his father. He took out a membership ' 
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in the Chicago board of trade in December, 1909, and is also conducting a 
brokerage business in the James blwk in Rossville under the name of G. H. 
Prillaman & Company. He is a young man of marked enterprise, of indefatigable 
energy and fertility of resource. He sees and utilizes opportunities which others. 
pass heedlessly by and is thus making steady progress in commercial lines. 

Mr. Prillaman was married on the 7th of October, 1908, to Miss Alma Lay- 
ton of Danville, a daughter of Grant and Nellie (Messner) Layton. They now 
have one child, Glenn, who is in his first year. Mr. Prillaman belongs to the 
Masonic fraternity, in which he has already advanced to the sixteenth degree 
of the Scottish Rite, belonging to the Lodge of Perfection. He is also con- 
nected with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, the Knights of Pythias 
and the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, and he holds membership in 
the Christian church. Moreover, he is identified with that independent political 
movement which is one of the hopeful sips of the times, showing that thinking 
men will no longer submit to a blind following of party leadership but are as- 
serting their right to act as jud,ment dictates for the best interests of the com- 
munity and nation. Upon the independent ticket Mr. Prillaman was elected 
mayor of Rossville on the 15th of April, 1909, and is one of the youngest men 
in the state to fill the office of chief executive of the city. He was chosen to 
the position by a large majority, which fact is indicative of his persona1 popular- 
ity as well as the confidence reposed in him, and since entering upon the duties 
of the office his course has always given proof that the trust reposed in him 
was well placed. 

WILLIAM G. PHILLIPS. 

William G. Phillips, the senior member of the firm of Phillips Brothers, 
proprietors of one of the leading grocery stores of the city, was born in this 
county on the 17th of November, 1870, and is a son of Obadiah and Martha 
(Kidwell) Phillips, both of whom are still living, the father being now over- 
seer of the poor in this county. His paternal ancestors came to this country 
from Germany and settled in Pennsylvania. 

Our subject began his education in the district schools of Newel1 township 
and later attended the public schools of Danville, but at the age of nineteen 
years put aside his text-books and turned his attention to the more practical 
duties of business life. His first employment was with W. C. Thompson, a 
commission merchant, for whom he worked for a short time, and then accepted 
a clerkship in a retail grocery store. During the several years that he was 
employed in that capacity he became thoroughly familiar with every depart- 
ment of the business and was well qualified to embark in the same line of trade 
some years later. For some time he was in the service of William Payton. 
In the meantime, however, he learned the boilermaker's trade, at  which he 
worked in the employ of the Chicago & Eastern Illinois Railroad for four and 
a half years and was then with M. H. Learnerd for four and a half years. In 
1900, however, he formed a partnership with his brother Ross, and under the 
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firm name of Phillips Brothers they have since conducted their present grocery 
store, enjoying a trade of extensive proportions. 

I n  Danville, October 4, 1894, was celebrated the marriage of William G. 
Phillips and Miss Maria Berryman, a daughter of James M. and Addie IY. 
Berryman, representatives of an old family of this city. Her father, who was 
engaged in business as an iron manufacturer here, died in March, 1908, and 
her mother passed away in 1902. Of the four children born to Mr. and Mrs. 
Phillips, Eugene, who was born April 27, 1897, died September 4, 1897. Those 
still living are: Rose, born July 16, 1895 ; James Clark, born November g, 1900 ; 
and Hazel, born January 13, 1903. 

For five years Mr. Phillips was a member of Battery A of Danville, but 
during that time was never called into active service. He is a stanch supporter 
of the men and measures of the republican party and is ex-treasurer of the Rod 
and Gun Club. Fraternally he has served as manager of the Modern Wood- 
men of America, as trustee of the National Protective Legion and is also a 
member of the Tribe of Ben Hur. Religiously he is identified with the Kimber 
Methodist Episcopal church. Pleasant and genial in manner, he is popular in 
social circles and is a man honored and esteemed wherever known. 

ROBERT D. McDONALD. 

Among the citizens of Danville who through their energy. industry and 
close application to business, reinforced by natural ability, have became promi- 
nent in the commercial and financial circles of the city is Robert D. McDonald. 
His business interests have always been of a character that have contributed 
not only to  his individual success but also constituted an important factor in 
general progress. A native of Tennessee, he was born near Columbia on the 
23d of June, 1834, his parents being C. R. and Nancy (Baldrich) McDonald, 
who were from South Carolina. His father was a tanner by trade and in con- 
nection with that occupation also followed farming. On coming to Illinois in 
1836, he first located in Jackson county, but later removed to Alton and in 
1840 came to Vermilion county, where he died. In 1845 his widow became the 
wife of Rev. John Cassady, and she passed away in Danville in 1882. 

Robert D. McDonald was only two years old when brought by his parents to 
this state and was about thirteen years of age when he became a resident of 
Danville, where he obtained a position as clerk in a store, being thus employed 
for about six years. At the end of that time he went to Pontiac, Livingston 
county, Illinois, and embarked in the mercantile business on his own account, 
but at the end of five years returned to Danville, which has since been his 
home. He  carried on business here as a merchant for about four years and 
then turned his attention to real-estate operations. In 1870 he commenced the 
study of law at  Ann Arbor, Michigan, and two years later was admitted to 
practice at the Illinois and Michigan bars. He at once opened an office in Dan- 
ville and soon became recognized as one of the prominent and leading attorneys 
of this city. He did not confine his attention solely to his professional duties 
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but in 1884, in connection with 3. S. McFerren, organized the State Bank of 
Danville, which in 1900 was sold to E. X. Le Seure, who reorganized it, chang- 
ing the name to the Danville National Bank in June, 1901. Mr. McDonald is 
still a director of this institution and for many years has been actively interested 
in its control. At the present time, however, he is practically living retired, giv- 
ing his attention only to the management of his real-estate and land interests. 
He  is, however, a vigorous and energetic man, keeping abreast with the ques- 
tions and issues of the day, and can always be counted upon to further any 
movement which he believes will prove of public benefit. 

In  1886 Mr. McDonald was united in marriage to Miss Ellen R. ReShore, 
a native of Michigan, who died October 4, 1902. In the family are three chil- 
dren: Jean, who is now the wife of 0. D. Mann and lives with our subject; 
Ranald, who is attending Princeton University; and ,%llan, who is in school at 
Lawrenceville, New Jersey. 

In politics Mr. McDonald is a republican. A man of keen foresight and 
executive ability, he steadily prospered in his business undertakings until he is 
now one of the substantial citizens of Danville. While his activities have largely 
been concentrated upon his commercial and professional interests, his influence 
has ever remained a steady moving force for those enterprises which are vital 
to the best development of the individual and the community at large. A cour- 
teous, genial gentleman, he readily makes friends and has the happy faculty of 
being able to retain them. 

ZAC STARR. 

Among the farmers of Vermilion county who were born and reared in 
the same neighborhood where they now live and have attained gratifying suc- 
cess in cultivating the soil is Zac Starr, who was born in Newel1 township, Feb- 
ruary 10, 1849. He  is a son of Solomon and Delilah (Robertson) Starr, the 
former a native of Ohio and the latter of Kentucky. The father came to Illi- 
nois at sixteen years of age and the mother when she was quite young. The 
country at  that time was in many places an untrodden wilderness. After their 
marriage they located on government land and engaged in farming until over- 
taken by old age, when they retired after a long life, which involved many hard- 
ships and a great deal of labor. Mr. Starr was called to his reward in 1892 and 
his faithful companion followed about ten years later. He was a very -success- 
ful farmer and at the time of his death was the owner of eighty acres of im- 
proved land, besides having provided each of his children with a farm. He 
was a man of great industry and directed the energies of his sons so as to pro- 
duce the best results from their labors. They also learned how. to raise and 
care for horses, cattle and hogs and how to attend to all the other duties of 
the farm. This education proved of the greatest practical value and in the case 
of the subject of this review it developed his talents until he became one of 
the most expert farmers and agriculturists in the neighborhood. Eight children 
were born to Mr. and Mrs. Starr, Simon P., James, Henry, Zac, J. R., Matilda, 
Anna and Solomon P. 
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Zac Starr remained upon the home farm until he was twenty-three years 
of age, receiving his education in the district schools and always taking an active 
interest in exercises of a public nature that were going on in the neighborhood. 
At the age of twenty years he commenced teaching school in this county, and 
taught for a time in the school he attended as a boy. He began farming on 
his own account by renting land for two years, after which he bought forty 
acres, which he developed and sold, investing the proceeds in a tract of eighty 
acres, which became the basis of his present farm. He has now accumulated 
two hundred and forty acres of land, which has been developed to a high capacity 
and provided with all the facilities for modern farming requirements. 

On March 25, 1874, Mr. Starr was married to Miss Cleantha Cunningham, 
a daughter of Joseph and Mary A. Cunningham, both of whom passed their 
entire lives in this state. This union was blessed with three children: Effie M., 
now Mrs. Paul M. Atherton, of Danville; Irvin E., who married Flora Leonard 
and lives in Bismarck; and Arthur F., who married Fleda Hendrickson and 
lives on part of the old homestead. The children were all given a college educa- 
tion and the daughter is also a graduate in music. Mrs. Starr departed this 
life in 1887 and her body reposes in Rose cemetery of Newel1 township. On 
September 25, 1889, Mr. Starr was a second time married, the lady of his choice 
being Miss Mattie E. Loring, a daughter of Elbridge and Minerva Jane (Mor- 
ton) Loring, a well known farmer of this township. 

Mr. Starr has affiliated for many years with the republican party and was 
honored by the voters of the township by being elected commissioner of high- 
ways, in which capacity he served for nine years. He also acted as tax collector 
for two years and as school treasurer for seventeen years. He and his family 
are consistent members of the Christian Connection church and he has served 
as clerk of his church for thirty years and has been a delegate to all church 
conventions. He has made it the principle of his life to perform his duty as it 
appears and not to worry over troubles which may never come. He  is happy 
in his home, in his associations and in the work to which he decided as a boy to 
devote his energies and in which by the exercise of fair judgment he has at- 
tained marked success. 

PETER J. DOWIATT. 

Peter J. Dowiatt, proprietor of the Westville Star Bottling Works, is not 
,only well known in the town as an enterprising business man but has also been 
active along many lines which touch the general interests of society and work 
for public progress. H e  was born in Lithuania, on the 20th of June, 1870, and 
is a son of John and Barbara (Tyszkawicz) Dowiatt, who were also natives 
of that country, in which they spent their entire lives. Their family numbered 
eight children, six of whom are yet living. All came to America save one sis- 
ter who still makes her home in Lithuania. 

Peter J. Dowiatt left the dominion of the Czar when a youth of fifteen years, 
making his way to the new world. First settling in Machanam City, Pennsyl- 
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vania, he was employed there as a coal miner and remained in the city for three 
years. On the expiration of that period he went to Wyoming, where he was 
employed on the construction of a railroad for two years and from that point 
he proceeded westward to Seattle, Washington, where he remained for eighteen 
months. He  was afterward at Butte, Montana, where he continued until I@I, 
when he made his way to Chicago, remaining in the metropolis by the lake until 

1893. 
Mr. Dowiatt has since been a residence of UTestvilie, where for nine years 

he was engaged in mining. In  the meantime he carefully saved his earnings 
until his capital was sufficient to permit him to purchase a stock of groceries. 
For a year thereafter he was engaged in the grocery trade, at the end of which 
time he sold out but later established and conducted a grocery store and saloon, 
of which he was proprietor for four years. H e  then again sold out has since 
given his attention to the conduct of the 'Ct'estville Star Bottling Works. H e  
owns a brick building in which he carries on the bottling business and also a 
cigar factory. The business block is sixty by seventy feet and in addition to 
this he owns a fine residence and lot in ~Vestvillle, also another lot in town and 
eighty acres of good farm land in Georgetown township, his property being the 
visible evidence of a life of well directed energy and thrift. 

While business interests have largely claimed the time and attention of Mr. 
Dowiatt, he has also been connected with public affairs of moment and is recog- 
nized as one of the local leaders of the republican patry. He filled the office 
of mayor of Westville for two terms and proved an excellent executive officer, 
discharging his duties with marked fidelity and with an eye to the development 
and the substantial progress of the town. H e  has also served as alderman. 

In 1894 Mr. Dowiatt was married to  Miss Anna Stankewicz, a native of 
Lithuania. They have become parents of five children, Peter, Walter, Adolph, 
Anna and Mary, and they also have an adopted son, Frank. Mr. and Mrs. Do- 
wiatt are members of the Catholic church and he belongs to Westville Lodge, 
No. 573, K. P. During the period of his residence here he has taken an active 
part in public affairs and his labors have been an element in the substantial 
growth and progress of the community, while his efforts in business circles have 
brought to him substantial returns. 

WILLIAM T. CUNNINGHAM. 

The steps in the orderly progression of William T. Cunningham as he has 
advanced from a humble position to a prominent place in the banking circles 
of Vermilion county are easily discernible, and analysis of his life record in- 
dicates clearly the fact that industry, intelligently directed, and utilization of 
legitimate opportunities, have constituted the forceful elements in his enviable, 
admirable and gratifying success. Vermilion county numbers him among her 
native sons, his birth having occurred in Rossville, where he still makes his 
home, on the 1st of December, 1856. 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

His parents were Humes and Elizabeth (Winning) 'Cunningham. His educa- 
tion was acquired in the schools of Rossville and Danville, and no event of 
special importance occurred to vary the routine of life for him in his youthful 
days. As a young man he faced the conditions of the business world and made 
his initial step with the hope of one day winning substantial success in a field 
of labor to which he might-ultimately direct his efforts. He started, however, 
as a clerk in a grocery store, was faithful and diligent, and not only won favor 
with his employer but with the patrons of the establishment, and when later 
he embarked in merchandising on his own account, it was not difficult for him to 
secure a good trade. Moreover, he carried a well selected stock of goods, his 
prices were reasonable and his business methods thoroughly reliable. His 
activities have constantly broadened in scope and from merchandising he turned 
his attention to the field of banking, in which he has operated successfully for 
nineteen years. In connection with T. J. Campbell he organized and established 
the Citizens Bank of Rossville in 1891, and after conducting it under that name 
for sometime, he with others reorganized it under the name of the First Na- 
tional Bank of Rossville. He also became one of the organizers of the Com- 
mercial Trust & Savings Bank of Danville, acting as its president for some years, 
and in these connections conducted a general banking business, his progressive 
spirit being at all times tempered by a conservatism that safeguards the interests 
of depositors and establishes an unassailable reputation for the institutiozs and 
their reliable methods. While he is not an active factor in business at the 
present time, he is still one of the directors of the First National Bank of 
Rossville. 

On the 5th of September, 1888, in Rossville, Mr. Cunningham was married 
to Miss Orrie L. Albright, a daughter of Samuel and Mary Albright, natives 
of Ohio, who came to Vermilion county more than a half century ago. The 
children of Mr. and Mrs. Cunningham are: Thomas A., nineteen years of age; 
Irene M., thirteen years sf age; and Willard T., aged eleven. 

The parents are members of the Methodist church and Mr. Cunningham 
gives his political support to the democracy. He  has never sought to figure 
prominently in political circles, however, concentrating his energies upon his 
business affairs until, with a handsome competence acquired from his labors, 
he retired to private life, devoting his time to those activities which are a source 
of interest and pleasure. 

C. V. McCLENATHAN. 

His ability to correctly solve business problems, his undaunted enterprise 
and his determination have brought C. V. McClenathan into important relations 
with business concerns and he has been cashier of the Danville National Bank 
since its organization. A native of Vermilion county, he was born on a farm 
near Catlin, October 3, 1864, his parents being George S. and Sarah (Remley) 
McClenathan, both natives of Pennsylvania. On coming to this county they 
located in Catlin township, where the father subsequently purchased a farm and 
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continued to engage in agricultural pursuits until his removal to the village 
of Fairmount, where both he and his wife died. He  passed away in 1896 and 
she departed this life in 19. In their family were twelve children, six sons 
and six daughters, of whom three sons and three daughters are yet living. 

Reared on the home farm, C. V. McClenathan obtained his early education 
in the country schools and remained under the parental roof until he attained 
his majority. He  then spent several years in the west, engaged in the banking 
business, and in 1893 came to Danville, where he accepted the position of cashier 
of the State Bank, which was later incorporated as the Danville National Bank 
and of which 11e has since been cashier. As a financier he stands high in public 
esteem and his business probity is above question. 

On the 31st of July, 189 j, was celebrated the marriage of Mr. XIcClenathan 
and Miss ,\lice Weston McIntosh, a native of \Ell  county, Illinois, and they 
have one daughter, Margaret Penn, who is named for his grandmother, Mar- 
garet Penn, who was a daughter of William Penn and a relative of William 
Penn the Quaker. 

I n  politics hir. McClenathan is a democrat, with firm belief in the principles 
of his party, and has become a recognized leader in local affairs. In  goo he 
was eIected to the state legislature on his party ticket and two years latter was 
reelected. During his incumbency he was made chairman of a new committee 
that had just been created, being the only democratic chairman in the legislature. 
This was a joint committee on penal and reformatory institutions and labor 
and industrial affairs. As chairman of the same he introduced and passed the 
anti-convict labor bill and also drew a bill to strike off all employes who were 
not in actual service, but it never came to vote. He took a very active part in 
legislative affairs while a member of the assembly and his course was such as 
to win the entire commendation of his constituents. He  always keeps well in- 
formed on the questions and issues of the day and in matters relating to public 
affairs he occupies a progressive stand, manifest in his cooperation with many 
movements for the public good. 

ARTHUR R. HALL. 

Arthur R. Hall, practicing law at the bar of Danville as a member of the 
firm of Hall & Holaday, is a native of La Salle county, Illinois, and a son of 
Francis &I. and Addie (Kelly) Hall. After the family came to this county, 
Arthur attended the public schools at  East Lynn, and for further educational 
and professional training he entered the University of Illinois at Urbana in 1897. 
He graduated from the law department of the university in the class of 
rgor and from the literary department in 1902. In the latter year the degrees 

-of A. B. and A. M. were both conferred upon him by the university. Mr. Hall 
earned his own way through the university and yet he found time to take an 
:active part in general university affairs. . He played on the varsity baseball and 
football teams and was captain of the latter team in IF. H e  was a member 

  of one of the literary societies at the university and is a member of Phi Beta 
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Kappa. H e  is still actively connected with one of the larger departments of 
the university. 

Mr. Hall was admitted to the bar in 1902 and entered upon active practice, 
opening an office in Danville about the first of September of that year. He has 
made reasonable progress in his profession and handles well the cases entrusted to 
his care. He  was alone in practice until the 1st of November, 1906, when he entered 
into partnership with William P. Holaday under the firm name of Hall & Holaday. 
a relation which has since been maintained. H e  has continuously occupied offices 
in the Daniel building and gives practically his entire time to his professional 
duties. His political support is given to the republican party. 

I t  will be interesting in this connection to  note something of the history of 
his father, Francis M. Hall, who is widely known in the northern part of Ver- 
milion county, having settled at East Lynn when his son Arthur was a small 
child. For a number of years the father was engaged in farming but later he 
turned his attention to the grain business, which he followed successfully in 
East Lynn. He retired from active business a few years ago and now makes 
his home in Hoopeston. He  was a soldier of the Civil war, serving with the 
One Hundred and Fourth Illinois Infantry, and has for  many years been a 
valued resident of the county. 

WILLIAM McFERREN. 

William McFerren, who during the later years of his life lived retired 
in Hoopeston, enjoying through that period the fruits of his former toil, was a 
native of North Carolina, born on the 17th of June, 1813. H e  represented old 
southern families, his parents being James and Margaret McFerren, who re- 
moved from North Carolina to Hopkinsville, Ohio, during the pioneer epoch in 
the latter state, making the journey on horseback. The father became a promi- 
nent farmer of that locality, also followed merchandising and coopering in 
Hopkinsville and filled the position of postmaster in that town. His business 
activity was a prominent source of the development and progress of the section 
in which he lived. 

His son, William McFerren, pursued his education in the schools of Hopkins- 
ville and after putting aside his text-books entered business life. His initial 
training was received under the direction of his father and later he went to  
Level, Ohio, where he followed various business pursuits. H e  was a man of 
marked enterprise and determination and carried forward to successful com- 
pletion whatever he undertook. H e  continued his residence a t  Level until 1865, 
when he removed to Highland county, Ohio, where he lived until 1873. In that 
year he came to Hoopeston and his later years were passed in retirement from 
business. He  was one of Hoopestw's most prominent, best known and most 
highly esteemed citizens. 

On the agd of April, 1841, Mr. McFerren was united in marriage to Miss 
Eliza Snyder, a native of Ohio and a daughter of John and Amanda Snyder, 
who lived in the vicinity of Cincinnati, where her father engaged in the packet 
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business. Unto Mr. and Mrs. McFerren were born seven children but three 
of the number are now deceased. Those who still survive are: Pingree, a 
resident of Asheville, North Carolina; J. S. McFerren, a prominent banker 
and merchant of Hoopeston, who is mentioned elsewhere in this volume; Mrs. 
Mary J. Huey, of Hoopeston, to whom we are indebted for the material con- 
cerning her father; and Elvira, the wife of E. C. Griffith, of Hoopeston. 

At the time of the Civil war Mr. McFerren joined the Squirrel Hunters 
of Ohio and was on active duty for thirty days in the vicinity of Cincinnati 
during Morgan's invasion with his Confederate raiders into the state. H e  was 
a demmrat, loyal in support of the party, and his religious faith was that of 
the Universalist church. H e  also belonged to the Masonic fraternity and in 
his life exemplified the beneficient spirit of the craft. He was a lover of horses 
and always kept several good specimens of the noble steed. His social nature 
made him appreciative of friendship and the hospitality of his home was al- 
ways cordially extended to those whose similarity of tastes and interests brought 
him into close touch. He was devoted to his home and found his greatest happi- 
ness in promoting the welfare of his family. H e  died in IS%. His were "the 
blessed accompaniments of age-honor, riches, troops of friends." During the 
period of his residence in Hoopeston his leisure enabled him to iorm a wide 
acquaintance and all with whom he came in contact recognized his splendid 
qualities and gave to him their respect and good will. 

J. K. BUTZ. 

If success means a long and user'ul life, a peaceful and contented fireside 
and ownership of a large and productive farm in one of the richest agricultural 
districts of Illinois, then may J. K. Butz be pronounced a successful man. Sev- 
eral years ago he passed the milestone of life indicated by the Psalmist's three 
score and ten and is now in the enjoyment of a needed rest after mzny years 
of well directed industry. 

H e  first saw the light of day in New Jersey, September 17, 1835, and is a, 
son of Robert M. and Elsie C. (Cool) BU&, also natives of New Jersey. The 
father came to Macon county, Illinois, in 1849, and rented a farm, where he 
lived for two years. In 1851 he came to Vermilion county, a large part of which 
was still unoccupied, and entered about seven hundred acres of land, which he 
improved by erecting log buildings and making other improvements, and here 
he continued until his death. In  his family were eleven children, four of whom 
are now living: J. K.? of this review; Mrs. Anna B. Mosher, of Danville; 
Robert, of Spokane, Washington; and Charles, of Vermilion, Alberta, Canada. 

The subject of this review was reared on his father's farm and possessed the 
advantages of a limited school education, which, however, he has greatly ex- 
tended, being a man of close and accurate observation and one who has al- 
ways been interested in the affairs of the world and a reader of the best class 
of newspaper and of good books. H e  remained with his parents, assisting in 
farming, operations, until he was twenty-three years of age and then, being 
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married, he bought a farm in Middlefork township, where he lived for thirty 
years, when he removed to Potomac. At the same time that he carried on 
general farming operations he made a specialty of raising and feeding cattle 
and was recognized as one of the most successful men in this line of business in 
the township. He became the owner of five hundred acres of land, but has 
sold off portions of it until at the present time he owns three hundred and eight 
acres in this county and also an interest in several hundred acres in Arkansas. 
I t  will be seen that he was actively and energetic in his operations and that 
he attained a commendable degree of success. 

I n  1839 Mr. Butz was united in marriage to Miss Rebecca Tillotson, who 
was born in Warren county, Indiana, in 1836, and is a daughter of E. B. and 
Mary A. (Cronkhite) Tillotson, who located in Indiana at an early day, and 
in 1856 came to Vermilion county, Illinois, where they lived until their deaths. 
Eleven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Tillotson, six of whom are now 
living. To Mr. and Mrs. Butz six children were born: Laura A., now the 
widow of John Cdlison, living in Oklahoma; De Witt C., of Bliss, Idaho; 
Dora A., the wife of Dr. Vandoran, of Urbana, Illinois; M. A., of Oklahoma; 
and Warren R. and Wallace B., twins, both living in Oklahoma. 

Mr. and Mrs. Butz are now living retired and enjoying the results of many 
years of toil. In the true meaning of the word they may be said to have worked 
out their own destiny, having attained financial independence without assistance 
from others and on this account perhaps do they doubly appreciate the com- 
forts and blessings with which they are surrounded. Both Mr. and Mrs. 
Butz are earnest members of the Christian church and have undimed faith in 
the fulfillment of the promise of the book which says: "Blessed are they that 
died in the Lord." 

R. A. SHORT. 

Among the men who for the last half century have utilized the opportunities 
offered in Danville for business progress and have attained thereby notable 
success is R. A. Short. For many years he has now been one of the most 
extensive and successful operators in real estate in this city and his activity 
has contributed to general progress and improvement as well as to individual 
prosperity. 

H e  is a native of Vermilion county, born September 14, 1836, his parents 
being Thomas and Nancy Ann (Lanham) Short, both of whom were natives 
of Virginia. The father was born in Loudoun county and in 1830 came to Illi- 
nois, settling in Vermilion county. During his boyhood he worked on a farm 
for eight dollars per month and walked three miles to school. He became a 
well educated man and for a time engaged in teaching school near R4aneeley's 
mill and took quite a prominent part in public affairs. In early life he supported 
the whig party but on its dissolution he became a republican and on that ticket 
was elected the second county clerk of Vermilion county. For twelve years 
he continued to fill that position in a most creditable and acceptable manner 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY 351 

and on his retirement turned his attention to agricultural pursuits. While liv- 
ing upon his farm he was struck by lightning and being paralyzed he was corn: 
pelled to retire from active labor and spent the last ten years of his life in 
Fairmount, where he passed away in 1877. The same bolt that disabled him 
killed one of his sons and a hired man, one of whom was on his right side, while 
the other was on his left. The mother of our subject came to this county about 
the same time as her husband, traveling with a colony that established homes 
in the west, and she died in 1849. Subsequently the father married Virginia 
Lanham, a relative of his first wife. She died in 1870. In religious faith he 
was a Methodist and was a man of prominence in the community where he 
resided. 

R. A. Short is one of a family of nine children, two of whom have passed 
away, namely: James, who was killed in the battle of Kenesaw Mountain 
while serving with the One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Infantry; and 
Colmore, who was killed by the same lightning bolt that injured his father. 
The other members of the family are: John C., a resident of New York; 
R. A., of this review; Alexander C., who makes his home in Los Gatos, Cali- 
fornia; Thomas, of Danville; and Clara, the wife of Elias Holiday, of Los 
Gatos. 

During his boyhood and youth R. A. Short attended the common schools 
of this county and completed his education by graduation from the Danville 
Seminary with the class of 1858. Thus well fitted for life by a good prac- 
tical education, he began his business career as a druggist, to which line of 
trade he devoted his attention for twelve years. He  then turned his atten- 
tion to the dry-goods business, becoming senior member of the firm of R. A. 
Short & Company, conducting a store in Danville until 1893, when he retired. 
Not content to spend his time in idleness, he then turned his attention to  real 
estate and has since carried on business as a real estate, insurance, investment 
and loan agent and has since handled much valuable property, doing a very 
extensive and profitable business. 

Mr. Short was married September 30, 1859, in Danville, to  Miss Emily 
W. Murdock, who was born in Lafayette, Indiana. on the 25th of January, 
1838, and is a daughter of John and Jane (Sterling) Murdock. Her parents 
were born, reared and married in Pennsylvania and from that state removed 
to Tippecanoe county, Indiana, where the father followed the occupation of 
farming until his death. Politically he was a democrat and religiously was 
a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. In his family were two sons 
and eight daughters. Six children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Short. of whom 
four now survive: Lewis, who married Laura Grant, of Danville, and is now 
a professor of mathematics in the technical high school of Cleveland, Ohio; 
Lillian, a teacher in the schools of Rogers Park. a suburb of Chicago; William 
M., a lawyer of Fort Worth, Texas; and Walter, who is teller in the Citizens 
National Bank at Evanston, Illinois. The mother of these children passed 
away in February, 1907. 

Since attaining his majority Mr. Short has always affiliated with the re- 
publican party and for many years he has been an active worker in the First 
Methodist Episcopal church of Danville, being officially connected with the 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO




